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AM: Do you believe the British government has any intention of 

ever introducing checks on the border between Northern Ireland 

and Great Britain? 

MG: Well good morning, Andrew, nice to be with you. I want to 

put it this way. I believe that we need to trust each other that 

there was an agreement  made with the Withdrawal Agreement 

and the Protocol and that these agreements have to be honoured 

by those who signed up them and that includes the British Prime 

Minister, Boris Johnson. In fact he proposed the Protocol as part 

of the solution to a very difficult problem in relation to Northern 

Ireland. So I have to believe in trust, although trust has been 

fractured because of the delay in the implementing. But let me 

also be very clear that the European Union has been in Northern 

Ireland – my colleague Moria Sepkovich she has listed the real 

problems for businesses and communities in relation to the 

practical application of the Protocol and we are in solutions mode. 

And we will come forward with proposals to help where there are 

problems identify them. I would like that the UK government 

worked with us on that journey because we have an agreement, it 

will not be renegotiated, but we have to solve problems for people 

in Northern Ireland. We want the Protocol to achieve its full 

ambition for Northern Ireland. Total access, of course, to the UK 

market, but absolute free access to the European Union, which is 

an enormous market. 

 

AM: The reason I’m asking about this is that Lord Frost, who’s the 

Minister in charge of all of this at Westminster has said that 
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continued negative effects on everyday life and business in 

Northern Ireland is being caused by the Protocol. And that 

language is really significant because the Article, Article 16 which 

allows one side to unilaterally pull out at least for a period of time, 

uses very, very similar language. It says, ‘one side, plus possibly in 

this case, the British side acting alone can decide to temporarily 

ignore parts of the deal if they’re causing serious economic 

societal or environmental difficulties that are liable to persist.’ Now 

many people think Britain is going to use that part of the deal and 

pull our unilaterally. If that happens, what does the EU do? 

MG: Well let me say first that I don’t think that that is the first 

approach. We should try and find solutions. I think threats are not 

helpful and I think Article 16 is used in very extreme 

circumstances. It was interesting that my colleague Vice President 

Sepkovich did not get the message in Northern Ireland that they 

wanted the Protocol to be scraped or set aside, but people want 

solutions on the ground. So I don’t think that’s helpful, but look, 

we’ve been very pragmatic about this. We’re not reacting to every 

comment or every if you like, increase in temperature. What we’re 

saying is the European Union finds solutions every day in our 

normal work. We can find solutions here. We want that the 

member states, the 27, hold together and provide solutions for 

Northern Ireland. And I think the one thing that’s quite interesting 

is that the voice of Northern Ireland before the referendum, 

during the referendum and subsequently in my view has not been 

heard sufficiently which was why the European Union listened 

carefully. 

 

AM: Commissioner, can I put it to you, looking at the actions of 

the British government, grace period after grace period and then 

the talk about Article 16, they basically don’t think there are any 

circumstances at all in which the EU side would put any kind of 

hard border across the island of Ireland and therefore they can, as 

it were, carry on ignoring parts of the Protocol. That’s the truth 

and what I want to hear is what your side is going to do about it.  
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MG: I have to say if that’s the truth it’s a very irresponsible truth, 

frankly. We are all duty bound to find solutions to the problems 

facing people and communities in Northern Ireland in relation to 

Brexit, because I think the one word we forget to say is the 

problem is Brexit. The Protocol is the solution and the difficulties 

in its implementation can be resolved. But they can’t be resolved if 

the atmosphere is not friendly. So I think that obviously Brexit has 

fragmented relationships but we are duty bound to get over that 

and to work together to find solutions. And indeed the UK could 

come forward with proposals for example on animal and plant 

health. I know they said they won’t. We’re in the mood of saying 

no we’re not doing anything. We’ve said the opposite. We’re going 

to put forward concrete propels having listened to people in 

Northern Ireland and I hope that the United Kingdom government 

and Lord Frost will believe with sincerity what we are saying. 

There are too  many global challenges. I listened to  your earlier 

items on energy, on skills shortages. We need to work together. 

We don’t need to keep this divisive atmosphere because Northern 

Ireland will suffer and I think that will be reprehensible. So we are 

in solutions mode, we are talking directly, helping communities in 

Northern Ireland and we will continue to do that. 

 

ENDS  


