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AM: Top of the new Foreign Secretary’s intray is the case of 

Nazanin Zaghari Ratcliffe. She’s been held in Iran for two 

thousand days with no sign she’ll be released. Dominique Rabb 

told me her treatment amounted to torture, but like three Foreign 

Secretaries before him, in the end he didn’t manage to get her 

home.  Just before we came on air I spoke to Nazanin’s husband, 

Richard Ratcliffe and I started by asking him what he wants the 

new Foreign Secretary, Lizz Truss to do. 

RR: I got a phone call with the new Foreign Secretary today to be 

speaking to her, what, two days into the job is – I mean that’s a 

positive sign for sure. Partly I just want to hear that you know this 

a top priority and that Nazanin and the others who are being held 

as bargaining chips will be brought home. This coming week she 

should be meeting the new Iranian Foreign Minister in New York 

when they’re over for the UN  events, so hopefully they’ll be able 

to have a positive conversation.  Right now I think enough needs 

to be enough and it needs to be signalled very clearly to Iran that 

you can’t use innocent people in this way. I’d really like them to 

be firm, you know, to be brave and to make some clear steps. 

 

AM: And the clear steps would presumably involve the so called 

Magnitsky sanctions which allow individuals who are involved in 

human rights violations or corruption to actually be personally 

targeted with sanctions. Is that what you want to happen now? 

RR: That’s exactly right. We have put in front of the new Foreign 

Secretary a file of names. Those who were involved in Iran’s 

hostage taking across the chain, so those that are involved in 

taking people, in processing them, given the judges, those who 

are involved in treatment in prison. And Magnitsky sanctions – 
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AM: Can I ask you how many names you’ve given the 

government? 

RR: We’ve given ten, ten names. That’s the first list. We’ll do a 

series of them. And really I think part of that is to say to Iran quite 

clearly this is an unacceptable practice. This is hostage taking, it’s 

not just an unfair imprisonment. And for it to be a disincentive. 

And one of the key problems I feel  these past years is that there’s 

been no cost from the Iranian side to carry on holding Nazanin, to 

carry on holding others. And so we’ve seen that, you know, now 

there are more peop le in prison, more British citizens in prison 

than there were when Nazanin was first taken and that state 

hostage taking, so that’s Iran does it a lot but other countries do it 

as well, has grown as a practice. So I think more than, I mean 

something like 90% of hostages these days are government held. 

 

AM: So to target individuals, judges and police and all the rest of 

it, that’s going to make a difference because we have already got 

a sanctions regime against Iran and frankly that hasn’t made a 

blind bit of difference so far. 

RR: No, that’s fair. There’s lots of sanctions on Iran, there’s  lots 

of alienation from the Iranian side that they’re being sanctioned 

and besieged etc.  There are no sanctions for hostage taking to 

date. That’s in terms of behaviour change a key thing as to not 

being seen as particularly important.  And I think we’re not calling 

for sort of broad brush sanctions on collective punishment type 

sanctions, it’s very much focused on those who are individually  

responsible for – 

AM: (talking over) It’s very interesting to see how the Foreign 

Secretary responds later on, but just as, if not more important, 

Nazanin herself, she’s under house arrest. She’s outside prison at 

the moment, she’s under house arrest. Do you think that she may 

be sent back to prison? 

RR: So  yes, is the short answer. I think where we are exactly now 

is so she was back in the spring, was convicted, finished one 

sentence, was given a new sentence but was not put in prison for 
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it and formally she’s on parole pending appeal. And then we’ve 

had notes saying listen she could be released. So we’ve had both 

the threat of being put back in prison and the potential to be sent 

home running all the way through these  negotiations that were 

happening this summer.  

 

AM: That must to  be very difficult to cope with emotionally. 

RR: Real up and downs. Yeah.  Really hard not to live it too 

closely. 

 

AM: And  you’re able to talk to her more, are you? What about 

your daughter, can she talk to her mum? 

RR: Yeah, so at the moment I mean Nazanin is staying with her 

mum so it’s like calling granny’s house and probably that  - I mean 

it’s two years now she Gabriella came back, two years since 

Nazanin’s seen Gabriella. There’s a consequence of that.  But 

nonetheless it’s not like when in prison where  you know  you 

would have to queue up for ages and then it would be a 2 minute 

phone call. Now most days she’ll be able to speak and  you know 

speak – unless got TV on or something like that Gabriella won’t 

speak.  

 

AM: So the message to the government is sanctions on individuals 

now, enough is enough? 

RR: I think that’s right.   I think the government needs to take 

action and needs to be brave. I had a conversation with Boris 

Johnson way back to be brave and if they don’t start doing it I 

think things will escalate. 

 

AM: If nothing happens, this is obviously a tragic story – a very 

difficult story for you and  your family and for Nazanin, but other 

wider implications for British people around the world if this isn’t 

resolved. 

RR: So hostage diplomacy is growing. That’s governments taking 

hostages for leverage. Unless the government steps up and makes 
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it clear that that’s not acceptable on the UK’s part, where do we 

think global Britain will go? It will mean many more people are 

taken. It’s not like consular protections are being written into any 

of the new trade deals we’re signing, so yes, I think if it’s not a 

firm point this will become a bigger and bigger problem.  

 

AM: Well Richard Ratcliffe, I think under BBC rules I’m allowed to 

say good luck. 

Ends   


