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AM: This morning I’m joined by one of the major figures in the 

Party, the Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan.  

Walking through London the last few days you can see a city that 

is roaring back. The streets are crowded, the shops are crowded, 

the pubs and restaurants are very busy as well. But if Covid 

returns this winter are you prepared to shut London down again? 

SK: Well, we’re not envisaging shutting London down. We are 

working very closely with the government to make sure plan A 

works. The really good news is, as you said, our city is bouncing 

back. Live music  is back. Our theatres are reopened. Concerts are 

happening. People are coming back to the West End.  The real 

reason for the optimism is the vaccine take up. We’re having in 

London more than 90% of those above the age of 40 with one 

dose, more than 80% with both and those between and 18 and 40 

now three quarters have had one dose. We’re now preparing for 

the next phase, the booster jab, and also for children between 12 

and 15 to have the jab as well. 

 

AM: When we last talked in June London was way behind other 

parts of the UK, other parts of England certainly in jabs, and that 

is still the case. According to the latest figures which run up to 

September 15th, I think we can see them here. In terms of dose 

one London is still on 67%. Doest two, 60% and that is way 

behind the next worst region which is the West Midlands. You told 

me than that you were going to take responsibility for vaccine 

take up, what’s gone wrong in London? 

SK: Well, I was here eight weeks ago when we’d administered 8.5 

million doses. We’re now more than 11.1 million doses. Working 

really closely with Nadhim Zahawi, Sajid Javid, the NHS and 

volunteers. London will always lag behind the rest of the country 
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for three main reasons.  Our population’s more mobile, more 

diverse, more transient. Fewer of our Londoners are registered 

with a GP, but the good news is, compare London to Paris and 

New York and LA, we’re miles ahead.  

 

AM: None the less a third of Londoners are still unvaccinated. Not 

properly vaccinated. That’s a big threat going ahead. 

SK: That’s because they’re younger. So the rules were, as you 

remember, older people went first, we have fewer older people, 

and then those between 18 and 40 we’ve made great progress. 

Three quarters have received the first jab. We’ll carry on to target 

those who’ve not received their first jab for  over 80 and then 

we’re going to move to children. But also if you receive a second 

jab you can’t receive the booster jab for at least six months. So it’s 

a real incentive to be jabbed. 

 

AM: Another way f dealing with the problem, if there is a real 

problem this winter – if – would be vaccine passports. Very, very 

controversial, but an awful lot of businesses, a lot of pub owners, 

a lot of restaurant owners think this is the only way to keep them 

open.  What’s your position? 

SK: We’re not there yet. I’m really supportive –  

AM: Are you in principle against them or not? 

SK: In principle not against them. I’m really keen though to 

support our hospitality, our cultural and night time industries. The 

good news is because of responsibility of Londoners in having 

their jab the numbers in London are pretty stable. The 

transmission rate is stable, the case number is stable. The 

numbers of people with Covid in hospitals is far less than it was 

before Christmas, but we must be vigilant. So I support the 

government have in their back pocket other things we can do. 

One of the things I’m lobbying for now –  

 

AM: What  would have to  happen for them to take vaccine 

passports out of the back pocket and use them in London? 
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SK: There’s a trigger point so we’re working with the government 

what the trigger points are. So the two big things to look  at is 

case numbers in London. London currently have an average less 

than the rest of the country and the second point is the R number, 

the Reproduction rate, if that goes too high we’re going to make 

sure we use other things. 

 

AM: You have an R number in your mind? 

SK: No. That’s one of the things we’ll talk with PHE and the NHS 

but there’s a couple of things we can be doing which I think we’re 

not. One is I think we should have face masks compulsory on 

public transport. This voluntary system, this commission of 

courage isn’t working as effective as before, and secondly we 

need to make sure we have better ventilation in our schools. 

 

AM: I’m interested because on vaccine passports you disagree 

with Keir Starmer. He said they were un British and he was 

against them in principle. 

SK: I think for many vaccine passports. I think we’re not there yet. 

 

AM: Talking of Keir Starmer, given where we are now, looking at 

where the Labour Party is now and where politics are now, how 

confident are you that you’re going to win the next election? 

SK: Confident, but it’s going to be hard work. Look, the results we 

got in the last General Election were the worst we’ve had since 

1935. If  you were a football team – 

AM: a huge mountain to climb. 

SK: - it’s like going for the Premier League. Not winning it but 

being relegated. And so Keir’s  job is to get us promoted, be 

competitive, be in a European spot place and then win the Premier 

League. We can do it. It’s going to be hard work. 

 

AM: Okay. In one sentence give the pitch for the Labour Party 

which can win back some of those northern seats and of course all 
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those Scottish seats you’ve lost as well. What is the single reason 

to vote Labour? 

SK: Because we are going to be the helping hand that enables you 

and your family to fulfil your potential. Decent schools to enable 

your children to do their best. Dignity in old age to make sure as a 

pensioner you are respected, but also during  your lifetime able to 

afford a decent affordable home. 

 

AM: Is someone who thinks that only women have a cervix 

welcome at Labour Conference? 

SK:  They are. One of the things about the Labour Party is it’s a 

chance to debate, discuss, have disagreement in a respectful way. 

It’s unacceptable that anybody feels unsafe going to Labour Party 

Conference whether it’s Roger Duffield, whether it’s journalists or 

anybody else. We must be able to have this conversation in a 

civilised way. And I make this point, Andrew, which is really 

important. One out of four trans teenagers tries to kill themselves. 

These are one of the most vulnerable members of our society and 

it’s really important we have this debate in a cool, calm respectful 

way.  

 

AM: So huge emotions on both sides in this debate and I’m 

absolutely not taking sides, but what does it say about the Labour 

Party that the Speaker of the House of Commons is having to  

intervene to talk about the safety of one of  your MPs? 

SK: Well, it’s a source of pride for me that Speaker is a Labour 

Speaker and it’s really important he says these things to remind us 

that we may have differences of view. It can be quite motive and 

we can be passionate but we’ve got to do in a respectful, 

courteous, calm way.  

 

AM: If a seat came up in London would you stand for the House of 

Commons again? 

SK: No, I’ve got the best job in politics. Why would I give that up? 
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AM: That’s an absolutely clear no.  You’re not going back to the 

House of Commons? 

SK: Stop making mischief. 

AM: Under any circumstances.  The last time we talked  - it wasn’t 

mischief at all – we talked about the number of teenagers who’ve 

lost their lives in London. 18 it was at that point. Since then 

another 5 have died either by being knifed or by being shot and 

that means that we are quite close in London to having the worst 

record for teenagers being killed on the streets of London ever.  

What are you going to do to turn that around? 

SK: I meet regularly victims of crime and bereaved families as 

well. This is a big concern that the Commissioner and I share, as 

in indeed do youth workers, teachers, parents, Londoners across 

our city. We have been concerned for some time but with the 

restrictions being lifted we’d see an increase in violent crime. The 

two big things we’re doing is to support the police to suppress 

violence, so from City Hall we’re funding more police officers, 

more than 13 hundred, but also supporting our communities. 

Giving them constructive things to do, particularly if you’re young. 

Whether it’s a youth club, having a youth worker, having access to 

good facilities, mentoring is really important. It’s being both tough 

on crime and tough on the causes and the good news is we are 

making progress. Knife crime is down, youth violence is down. 

Knife crime injuries for those under 25 is down. Gun crime is 

down, burglary is down, Moped level crime is down but I’m not 

complacent.  

 

AM: I was going to say and yet deaths are up. Deaths are up quite 

high in this particular very vulnerable group. One other big issue 

for London before we finish, cladding. Lots and lots of people are 

still living with the prospect of enormous bills going on for a long 

period of time and are really really scared and really depressed. 

Are you doing enough really to solve the cladding problem, ‘cause 

it covers the entire capital.  
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SK: We are at City Hall. We’re working with the government. Got a 

new Housing Secretary, Michael Gove. My point to Michael Gove is 

going to be, let’s not argue about who’s responsible for 

remediation. The government should pay the cheque to make 

these homes safe and later on have the argument with the 

landowners, the construction companies and so forth. We have in 

London thousands of people whose dream of being a home owner 

has turned into a nightmare, living in homes that cause them 

stress, anxiety and are potentially dangerous.  

 

AM: Sadiq Khan, Mayor of London, thanks very much indeed. 

 

Ends  


