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AM: Mr Zahawi, can I ask you first of all for your personal view. 

Do you think 12 to 15 year olds should be vaccinated? 

NZ: Well, it’s important that we listen to the clinical advice and we 

have some of the best clinical advice in the world. The Joint 

Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation have done us really 

proud throughout the whole of the pandemic. If you recall they 

set the priority of who should get the vaccines first and that 

proved to be absolutely spot on, as well as of course our Chief 

Medical Officers. Chris Whitty’s decision to extend the interval 

between first and second dose again proved to be an inspired and 

clinically correct decision. It’s worth reminding your viewers that 

we already vaccinating the most vulnerable 12 to 15 year olds 

because the JCVI recommended we do so. On their 

recommendation that I guess where your question is coming from, 

if you look at what they say, they say that on balance it is slightly 

more advantageous to get the vaccine than not to get the vaccine 

for the 12 to 15 year olds who are healthy, but not enough to 

recommend a universal vaccination programme and they suggest 

that the Chief Medical Officers of England, Wales, Scotland, 

Northern Ireland should take further evidence and the JCVI would 

be with them on that because the JCVI’s decision is based on 

things that they were qualified to take a decision on and not the 

wider impact on children, including disruption to education. 

 

AM: But Mr Zahawi, you are the Vaccines Minister. I want to know 

your personal opinion. Do you think 12 to 15 year olds should be 

vaccinated or not? 
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NZ: Well if the recommendation comes back and no decision will 

be made until we hear back from the Chief Medical Officers, that’s 

the decision of the four Health Ministers, the Secretary of State 

and the three devolved Health Ministers, if that decision is to 

recommend vaccination then I think absolutely it’s the right thing, 

but I don’t want to sort of predetermine that because we won’t 

make any decisions until the ...  

 

AM: Okay. But there is a real problem now, isn’t there, because 

everyone has read the JCVI assessment of the very, very fine 

balance and the problems with vaccination and all of that. Many, 

many parents are going to have read that and whatever you or 

the Chief Medical Officers of the various nations say will decide not 

to have their children vaccinated.  The horse is already out of the 

stable. 

NZ: Well I think the important thing and I think the confidence 

levels in the vaccination programme bear this out. You know, we 

have the highest vaccine confidence levels in the world. Over 94% 

of adults say they will take the vaccine; they’re already taken the 

vaccine or very likely to take the vaccine. That is because we’ve 

had a fantastic infrastructure. Whether it be the Joint Committee 

on Vaccination and Immunisation, independent regulator, the 

MHRA, our Chief Medical Officers and of course our NHS and the 

practitioners on the frontline. That is why we have to do the right 

thing. Be careful, allow that deliberation to happen between the 

Chief Medical Officers taking evidence from clinical experts on the 

wider impact on children, and then make that decision, because 

that’s  how you maintain that confidence. And my very strong 

determination is to make sure we follow that advice very carefully.  

 

AM: Should every adult in the country – and I’m not just talking 

about the clinically vulnerable – every adult, because of the 

waning of vaccine efficacy, get a booster? 

NZ: So we’ve had the interim advice on the booster from the JCVA 

and their inter-advice suggests that all over 50s, in two groups – 
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so the first group is the original 1-4, if you remember.  So the 

residents of care homes, the over 80s. They’ve added another 

category which is the immuneo suppressed to that priority list of 

the first phase, and then the second phase is the 5-9 category 

which is all the over 50s. Now we are waiting for the Cobb Boost 

Study on which vaccines offer the higher  ... 

AM: We’re still waiting? 

NZ: - and that will go back to the JCVI and they’ll make a decision 

and it is  very likely that  we will begin boosting those groups as 

per the, I hope, the interim then becomes final advice by the 

middle of this month.  

 

AM: Should there be compulsory vaccines for NHS staff? 

NZ: So we’re consulting on frontline NHS staff, because if you 

recall when we consulted on the social care staff some of that 

feedback was that it should be expanded to the whole  of the 

health care sector. So we’ll be consulting on that and coming back 

with the details of that consultation. There is a Duty of Care of 

course and frontline health care workers have come forward and I 

absolutely commend them for doing that in their thousands. I 

think we’re over 94% who’ve had their vaccination. That is 

incredibly high. I think it’s important as part of our Duty of Care to 

make sure we move quickly on this.  

 

AM: You helpfully mentioned social care just now. Should people 

be paying more tax to get better social care? 

NZ: Well we are absolutely committed to reforming the adult 

social care. 

AM: Not my question. Should people be paying more tax? 

NZ: Well, we’ll bring forward our proposals and I’m very happy to 

come back on your programme when the details are published to 

discuss how we will pay for better and reformed adult social care. 

Now  it’s worth remembering,  Andrew, that we’ve put £6 billion to 

help councils that is unring fenced to include additional support for 

adult social care.  Plus the addition £2 billion specific funding to 
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reduce transmission and bolster the workforce in social care, but 

we we’ll work with national partners, with local partners and those 

with lived experience of the social care sector to get this right and 

get it right as we are determined to do. 

 

AM: So as a leading Conservative Minister you can’t sit there and 

tell me we should not be raising taxes? You stood on a manifesto 

specifically promising not to raise VAT or income tax or National 

Insurance. Are you going to break that promise you make to the 

voters? 

NZ: Well as I say, we’re determined to reform the social care 

system when we bring forward these proposals. I am more than 

happy to come back on  your programme and explain how we’re 

going to pay for that and explain the proposals. The important 

thing is not to try and run ahead of ourselves on this interview 

because no proposals have yet been published. It’s only right that 

when we publish them then we can come and discuss them on 

your show. 

 

AM: I think it’s pretty clear that you are going to break that  

manifesto pledge and it’s not the first one of course  that this 

government has broken. You promised people that you would cut 

foreign aid and then you cut foreign aid. You promised people 

you’d keep the triple lock and pensions, you’re not going to keep 

that. You promised people you wouldn’t raise taxes, and you are. 

Is there any reason for people to believe or even read a future 

Conservative manifesto? 

NZ: Andrew, you just reeled off a load of stuff. Other than the 

foreign aid which we have promised  temporarily to scale back 

because of the size of our national crisis that we have had to face 

because of this unprecedented situation of the pandemic, you’re 

being presumptuous in everything else that  - 

 

AM: Oh, well I’m delighted. If you can tell me that  you’re not 

going to raise taxes, if you can tell me that you’re going to keep 
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the triple lock then that’s very interesting and  people will be 

fascinated, but you can’t tell me that, can you? 

NZ: Because I’m the Vaccines Minister, Andrew, and the 

Chancellor when he stands up at the despatch box and shares 

with the House and with the country what he will be doing in 

terms of  - how he funds whether it be the reform of the adult 

social care system which this Prime Minister is determined to 

deliver, then I would happily come on your programme and 

defend it and discuss it as part of a team of course, but it would 

be –  

 

AM: I look forward to that very much, Minister. Your colleague 

Steve Baker says: ‘Of all the ways to break manifesto tax pledges 

upon the NHS and social care, raising National Insurance 

contributions must be the worst.’ And the reasons he says that I 

assume is that two-thirds of people who get long term social care 

are over 65 and they will pay no more under this scheme. The 

working people below that age will pay all the money coming in 

and that is simply and obviously – and maybe we can say, grossly 

– unfair.  

NZ: Well the one thing I can reassure you and my colleagues, 

including  Steve Baker and others, is that we will – when we bring 

forward our social care reform plans have worked with  national 

and local .. and those with lived experience of the social care 

sector. We want to get this right and it is our commitment that 

we’ll set those out as we said we would in the Queen’s Speech by 

later this year and when we do so then we can have the 

discussion as to how we’re going to pay for it.  

 

AM: In the end this is about fairness and this is a tax on working 

aged people, the National Insurance one. To give you an example. 

A working family based, shall we say, in a rented flat in shall we 

say, Hartlepool, will be paying hundreds of pounds more under 

this example. And then pluck out of the air somebody living in 

central London, call him for instance, Nadhim Zahawi who has a 
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large amount of properly, millions and millions of pounds of 

properly, rental property in central London, would be paying 

absolutely no more at all. Diddly squat.  Now that is not fair.  

NZ: As I say, I will happily come back on your programme when 

we publish the details and discuss why we think it’s the right thing 

to do. At this stage it would be premature for me to engage in this 

and I’m sure 

  

AM: I’m sorry to interrupt again but  

NZ: We’re talking hypothetical. You’re giving examples without 

seeing any detail of what the reforms look like.  

 

AM: Well, it’s how National Insurance works and every briefing is 

that National Insurance is going to take the burden of this for 

reasons that  we can go into or not.  But to give you another 

example, and this is not theoretical, this is hard fact. If you raise 

National Insurance by 1% a 25 year old earning £20,000 a year 

will pay an extra £104 each year. A 66 year old earning £50,000 a 

year will pay absolutely nothing and I put it to you again, that is 

an unfair way of approaching this problem.  

NZ: Well you are absolutely right in challenging ministers about 

how we will be reforming the adult social care system which we 

are determined to do so, but I am not going to engage in a 

hypothetical discussion when we haven’t yet published the details. 

You’ll forgive me but  that is I think, or my view humbly put to you 

it would be a kneejerk reaction. Let’s see what the proposals are 

and I’m happy to come back on the programme. 

 

AM: We’re almost out of time, but I vividly remember in one of 

our previous conservations you saying that vaccine passports were 

discriminatory. Are they now going to be used for large events? 

NZ: So one of the things that we have learnt is that in large 

gatherings of people, especially indoors, the virus tends to spike 

and spread. The best way that we can keep those industries open 

in my view, in our view, is to work with the industry, as we have 
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done and if you look at the exemplary way that the Premier 

League has manage do this and open up football to fans getting 

back into the stadium through checking their vaccine status, is the 

right thing to do. And of course when the evidence that you’re 

presented is so clear cut and that we want to make sure the 

industry doesn’t have to go through open shut, open shut sort of 

strategy then the right thing to do is to introduced that. By the 

end of September when all over 18 years olds have had the two 

jabs –  

 

AM: We’re out of time but you’ve said that would be the right 

thing to do. Thank you very much indeed Mr Zahawi for joining us. 

 

ENDS  


