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AM: Let me ask you first of all, do you think that Britain is now 

less safe because of what’s happened in Afghanistan? 

LN: I think it certainly looks like that is a strong possibility and the 

urgent task for the government, after they’ve got our citizens and 

the many Afghans who assisted us out of immediate danger, is to 

make sure that Afghanistan doesn’t collapse once again into a 

haven for terrorism. I listened carefully to what General Sir Nick 

Carter was saying to you a moment ago. I think he’s right to say 

that there are some signs that the Taliban is seeking to work with 

the international community, not least, as he said, because there 

are nine billion dollars worth of assets that were held by the west 

for the Afghan government which the Taliban is very keen to get 

hold of. But I think we have to be clear eyed about this. We are in 

a much weakened situation; we’re going to have to work with the 

widest range of international partners, not just our allies, in order 

to safeguard Britain’s national interest. And that has started, 

rightly, with a dialogue with the Taliban which is unpalatable, 

which is difficult, but that is the consequence of the chaos of the 

last 18 months.  

 

AM: Let me ask you about Labour’s general approach to this. If 

Afghanistan does become a haven for international terrorism, if 

Afghanistan does see sports stadiums being used for public 

executions and women being repressed and kept in their homes, 

are there any circumstances where you would support military 

intervention again in that country? 

LN: I don’t think anyone’s talking about military intervention again. 

I don’t think the United States for one moment would 
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countenance sending troops back in. President Biden has been 

clear about that, not just over the last few weeks, but actually he’s 

been clear about that for over a decade and anyone who thought 

that this was a surprise that US troops were withdrawing from 

Afghanistan just simply wasn’t paying attention. I think the key 

now is what can we do as an international community to work 

together to take a common approach to the Taliban, not to allow 

rights and all that progress that we fought for for 20 years to be 

traded away by individual countries, but to work together through 

the United Nations, possibly through some kind of international 

contact group in order to make sure that we uphold those rights 

and standards. We do have some leverage. It’s not ideal, it’s not 

where we would want to be, but it’s leverage that we have to 

exert together and that’s one of the reasons why we were calling 

on the government to step up as Chair of the G7 nations because 

the financial clout of the G7 is fairly unparalleled between them. 

We represent a third of the world’s economy and we ought to be 

using that clout in order to exert the leverage we have to protect 

women and girls and the  human rights of people in Afghanistan 

as well. 

 

AM: It sounds to me as if you’re suggesting that we should be 

perhaps  going to the Chinese and the Russians and others for 

help at this point. 

LN: We’ve already been to the Chinese and the Russians.  There 

was a negotiation at the UN Security Council which produced what 

was a very limited resolution, but nevertheless some progress on 

which we can build about a common approach to the Taliban. 

That is the reality of the situation that the government has got us 

into. You talked about intelligence failings. I thought it  was really 

striking in that interview with General Sir Nick Carter that he 

talked about other sources of intelligence that are available to the 

government. On the 22nd of July the Foreign Office was warning 

that the Taliban was advancing much more quickly than anybody 

had anticipated and the Afghan forces seemed to be collapsing 
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and yet the Foreign Secretary went on holiday, the Prime Minister, 

the Permanent Secretary of the Foreign Office with no real plans 

in place for evacuation. That is the reality of where we’ve now 

ended up and we’re going to have to do some very difficult things 

as a country in order to safeguard our own national interest. 

 

AM: I should just mention that during that entire period you, as 

Shadow Foreign Secretary didn’t mention the word Afghanistan so 

far as I can tell once in the House of Commons. Can I ask you 

about the wider policy change, because this is a big pivotal shift in 

the world at the moment. We both remember the period of, as it 

were, liberal interventionism when Tony Blair as Prime Minister 

believed that you could make the world safer. You  know you 

could topple despots, you could get rid of tyrants and  you could 

protect vulnerable people by the use of western military force. Can 

I ask you, do you think that period has now  come to an end? 

LN:  Well I’m going to challenge you on this idea that this wasn’t 

foreseeable first of all, Andrew, because I know that the 

Conservative Party have been keen to put out press releases – 

AM: I didn’t say it wasn’t. 

LN: - saying that nobody predicted this. But it is simply not true. 

My colleague Emily Thornberry warned when the Dohar 

Agreement  was struck in February last year that this was going to 

cause serious problems with a hard deadline for withdrawal with 

the Taliban advanced. My colleague Stephen Kinnock just weeks 

after we were appointed  to the Shadow Foreign Affairs team 

raised this issue in the House of Commons. I raised it myself in 

November 2020 about the problems caused by increasing violence 

and the threat from ISKP and my colleague John Healey, the 

Shadow Defence Secretary has repeatedly raised this with the 

Defence Secretary about the plans for withdrawal over the last 

few  months. We weren’t the only ones. The government should 

have seen this coming and plans should have been put in place to 

deal with it. 
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AM: Well Andrew Marr, who isn’t your colleagues also predicted he 

didn’t mention it on the programme at the same time. But can I 

ask you about the other great issue that’s facing the electors at 

the moment which is social care. Because back at the beginning of 

the summer the Labour Party said that you were looking very hard 

at what taxes might have to go up to pay for social care. Have you 

come to a conclusion?  

LN: Well we’re very keen to talk to the government about it. I 

think the lesson of the last 20  years is that one political party 

trying to spring proposals on the system is just not going to be 

sustainable. In 2009 Andy Burnham made a proposal that 

collapsed because he couldn’t take the Conservatives with him. In 

2017 Theresa May sprung a proposal in her party manifesto that 

collapsed because she couldn’t take anybody with her. 

AM: I’m sorry to interrupt. 

LN: And Boris Johnson doesn’t even seem to be able to take MPs 

with him now,  we want to talk to the government about the 

fairest and most sustainable way to tackle this. 

 

AM: All right, so you don’t have a plan, they do at least have a 

plan which involves, we read, rising National Insurance. I need to 

know whether, as the Labour Party, you would vote in the end for 

raising National Insurance to give us a better social care system in 

this country or would you not? 

LN: Well I know as much as you do. All  we’ve seen is what we’ve 

read in the papers which is completely at odds with what the 

Prime Minister said he was going to do in 2019 by not raising 

National Insurance. We’re sceptical about the idea of loading the 

entire burden of the social care crisis onto the supermarket 

workers and delivery drivers who are already dealing with really 

high housing costs, child care costs and others. I thought the 

Prime Minister understood that. I thought that when he said he 

was going to fix social care in 2019 and he said he wasn’t going to 

raise National Insurance contributions, that’s because he was 

going to come forward with a proper plan, working with other 
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political parties in order to make sure that we share this burden 

more fairly for those who can afford to shoulder the greatest 

burden and those who can afford to make a contribution to 

shoulder it together -  

 

AM: The only point I’m making Lisa Nandy is that he has a plan 

and you don’t. 

LN: -  it’s the only we’re going to fix this.  

 

ENDS  


