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AM: Andy Burnham, everybody this morning is thinking about 

policing.  The police inspectorate talking about Greater Manchester 

Police and how they respond to vulnerable people has said this, 

“Things have now reached the point where we are concerned 

about public safety in Greater Manchester.”  Are women in this 

city safe? 

 

AB: It’s nowhere near good enough.  It’s not good enough at the 

moment, we’ve acknowledged that, Andrew and it’s why I 

changed the leadership of Greater Manchester police.  There's a 

new Chief Constable in position, who set out his plan for the force 

just a month or so ago and it’s a big change.  He’s saying that we 

won’t have crime screened out.  We’ll investigate all crimes, we 

will attend all household burglaries and we will make women and 

girls’ safety in this city a much higher priority.  Now it’s important 

that we don’t get ourselves into a position where we’re saying 

everything is awful, nothing is good, running down the police 

because the police officers out there on the streets of Greater 

Manchester, they are doing a good job in keeping people safe.  

However, that is not to say that things don’t need to improve.  

Things do need to improve and our new Chief Constable has set 

out a very clear plan as to how he’s going to that. 

 

AM: And that new boss, who you’ve appointed, has said that if he 

doesn’t see a visible change in the police in Manchester in two 

years’ time, he will go.  Can you make the same commitment?  

 

AB: Well, that’s refreshing, isn’t it?  That is… 
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AM: Can you make the same commitment?  

 

AB: Well, I – two years, there's not an election in two years’ time, 

but I would absolutely want to be held directly to account at the 

next election for the change in Greater Manchester Police because 

this is my appointment, so the two of us are very much working 

together.  There will be improvement in Greater Manchester 

Police, Andrew, by the next election or people can hold me to 

account at the ballot box at that next election.  

 

AM: Well, let’s just dwell again over that extraordinary quote from 

your own police inspectorate, that “Manchester Police’s response 

to vulnerable people has now reached the point where we are 

concerned about public safety in Manchester.”  You had similar 

warnings in 2017, in 2019, last year and again this year.  How 

many warnings did you need?  

 

AB: Well, I acted on those warnings, so the big thing that any 

police and crime commissioner can do, Andrew, is change the 

leadership.  You can’t interfere in day-to-day policing.  The former 

Chief Constable often said to me, “We’re independent.  You can’t 

tell us what to do.”  

 

AM: So what’s been going wrong?  

 

AB: You have to, obviously, use the power that you have.  You 

cannot get away from the cuts.  Honestly, you can’t.  So Greater 

Manchester Police lost 2,000 frontline officers.  This is a difficult 

city to police and the former Chief Constable, one before the last 

one, Sir Peter Fahy, said on Friday on Radio 4, that the demand in 

a city like this, the resources was not there to meet it, and that is 

a difficult situation.  Honestly, the Prime Minister, when he came 

in, acknowledged that the cuts have gone too far because they 

began a police recruitment programme.  I had already begun one 
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here, even before that, so I think there is an acknowledgment 

there.  But I would also say though, Andrew, I would acknowledge 

though that it’s not all about the cuts.  The leadership wasn’t right 

in Greater Manchester Police and also the culture wasn’t right, and 

I think the Met has got something of the same as well, and that 

needs to change too.  

 

AM: Well, you mentioned the cuts.  In the years since you have 

been mayor of Greater Manchester, every single year, Greater 

Manchester Police have had more officers and we’ve done the 

numbers.  We can see them in the graph there.  881 more police 

officers in Greater Manchester.  

 

AB: Yes, not quite.  

 

AM: Well, how is it that you get more police officers and yet 

people are less safe?  How did that happen?  

 

AB: To be honest, if we just dwell on those figures for a second, 

I’m pretty proud of those figures because I made a decision… 

 

AM: Well you said the problem was cuts.  

 

AB: I made a decision.  It changed… 

 

AM: But how can the problem be cuts?  

 

AB: But it changed when I came in.  If you look at those figures, if 

you put the years before 2017, you would have seen those bars 

going down.  When I came in as mayor, I made the difficult 

decision to raise council tax, to start recruiting more police 

officers.  

 

AM: All right, that covers five years, running up to now.  
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AB: Yes. 

 

AM: And in that period, you’ve had more officers, year on after 

year after year.  

 

AB: Yes.  

 

AM: And yet the situation has deteriorated, year after year after 

year, under your watch.  

 

AB: So I would also say, and I’m not making excuses because I 

accept things need to improve.  I said that at the very start of the 

interview and I will be held accountable for that, but if you go 

back to that 2017 figure, I came in as mayor, a weakened police 

force was then hit by the shock of the Manchester Arena bomb.  

Now, again this is not an excuse.  I just have to tell you what I 

saw and I saw a police force that then had to commit so much, 

rightly, so much resource to that, but obviously that has an impact 

on what else the police force can do.  Then there were – there’ve 

been other major events.  The pandemic has obviously tested 

policing.  

 

AM: It’s tested everybody, yes. 

 

AB: It’s tested everybody, but it’s not excuses.  You know, when 

we look at what’s happened with the terrible, tragic murder of 

Sarah Everard and we’ve seen the feeling that’s been unlocked by 

that, we have to have a wholesale change, culture change, when 

it comes to violence against women and girls and as I said answer 

that starts, women must do this, women must do that, this starts 

with men and boys and men and boys need to think really 

carefully about how their behaviour makes women feel.  It’s not 

just a police issue.  It’s a broader societal issue.  
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AM: Well, as two men, let’s ask about – there's been a lot of focus 

on the Met Police this morning, and the number of police officers 

who have actually been convicted of sex offences and what 

appears to be a strikingly misogynistic, anti-women culture in 

parts of the police.  Are those problems also evident in Greater 

Manchester?  

 

AB: Well, no one presented me direct evidence, but I wouldn’t rule 

that out because I would imagine it exists to one degree or 

another in all police forces.  I mentioned culture within the police 

before.  It’s not just the broad culture, it’s also those pockets of 

sub-culture if you like, the WhatsApp group that we’ve heard 

about in the Met.  So maybe this can be a moment of change, 

when it comes to the culture within policing across the UK.  That’s 

certainly what we believe is needed here.  When I came in as 

mayor of Greater Manchester, one of the other things I did was 

commission an independent enquiry in the handling of child sexual 

exploitation in this region.  

 

AM: So you think there needs to be another independent enquiry 

into the Sarah Everard case?  

 

AB: I would say so, yes.  Yes.  

 

AM: So you’d like to see that from the government?  

 

AB: I would.  

 

AM: Can I move on to your own party?  You haven’t been 

strikingly supportive of Sir Keir Starmer, and it’s reported in the 

papers this morning that friends or allies, or whatever you call 

them, of you are giving Keir Starmer one year to prove that he 

can lead the Labour Party to victory and, if not, stand aside for 

somebody perhaps like Andy Burnham.  Forget the friends, what 

does Andy Burnham think?  



6 

ANDY BURNHAM, MAYOR OF GREATER MANCHESTER  

 

AB: Well, don’t forget the friends for a minute because anyone 

who calls themselves an ally of mine and is saying that isn’t an ally 

of mine because that’s patently untrue.  I’ve never said that to 

anybody.  In fact, I’ve committed to serve a full second term of 

mayor of Greater Manchester and actually if you look back at what 

I said in Brighton last week, I made very strongly supportive 

statements about Keir.  I think his speech… 

 

AM: You didn’t look at all happy when he was making his great, 

drama force speech.  In fact, you looked like you’d got a wasp in 

your mouth, if I may say so.  We can show the picture.  There you 

are there.  

 

AB: Well, so does everyone else.  

 

AM: Full of warm enthusiasm.   

 

AB: I think everyone else is seriously listening to what he’s saying 

and I think I would put myself in that category.  

 

AM: You look pretty grumpy.  

 

AB: I don’t think so at all, and that’s a face that says I’m listening 

to what’s being said.  What came through to me, there was a 

commitment to justice for individuals, for everybody.  I think Keir’s 

speech gave us a real alternative to the Prime Minister.  

 

AM: I don’t want to be silly about this, but there has been a lot of 

gossip and chit-chat about – you could end it right here and now 

this morning by agreeing with the phrase, “Keir Starmer is doing a 

good job and I, under no circumstances am going after his job”.  

 

AB: Yes, I’ll agree with that, yes.  I’ll make that statement, yes.  
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AM: That’s that sorted.  That’s that sorted.  There is somebody 

else you’ve been very warm about, however, which is… 

 

AB: Can we talk about levelling up at some point?  There's quite a 

big conference happening here and…  

 

AM: Funnily enough, I’m going straight… 

 

AB: This is sort of trivia, though, isn’t it?  This is gossip and the 

trivia. 

 

AM: Listen, you’re mind reading.  I was then coming straight to 

levelling up.  

 

AB: Okay, right.  

 

AM: Right now, because you have said, “Michael Gove is good 

news for the levelling up agenda.”  What did you mean by that?  

 

AB: Because Michael is, I would say, a minister who gets things 

done.  I don’t always agree with him.  I was his shadow when he 

was the Education… 

 

AM: But you’re an admirer?  

 

AB: Well, he brings intellect to what he does.  I don’t think 

levelling up will remain undefined for long, now Michael is in 

charge of the brief, but what I’m kind of saying to the government 

this morning, Andrew, is I’m not going to really run the arguments 

of 2020.  We were hit very hard indeed by the pandemic.  We’re 

quite sore still about how some of that was handled.  However, 

how will it help anybody here if we just kind of rerun those 

arguments?  So instead, I’m making a big, positive offer to the 

government.  Let us help you define levelling up and let us help 

you deliver levelling up and in our case, that means a London style 
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public transport for Greater Manchester, crucial with London level 

fares, where it costs £1.55 to catch a bus instead of the £4 or 

more that many people here have to pay.  How can it be right that 

public transport is more expensive in some of the least affluent 

parts of our country?  I hope you’ll put this to the Prime Minister 

when he comes on.  It’s a big step from us to say that we’re ready 

to do this and I would imagine your listeners will – your viewers 

will say this is better, you know, people working together, local 

and national government across party, you know, that’s our offer.  

You know, they say they want levelling up.  We certainly want 

levelling up.  Well, let’s level up Greater Manchester together and 

let’s level it up with London.  

 

AM: So people will jokingly call you the King of the North.  So Your 

Majesty, for now, thank you very much indeed for joining us. 

 

Ends  

 


