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Introduction
7.1

In this chapter, we summarise the evidence of the two female
complainants who were the subject of the second indictment against
Hall which contained allegations of rape and indecent assault for
which he was tried in May 2014. On 16 May 2014, Hall was found
not guilty of 19 counts of rape and indecent assault.

Hall was

acquitted of all charges in relation to CH5. On the first day of the
trial, Hall pleaded guilty to one count of indecent assault involving
CH21 which took place at her family home. He was convicted of a
further count of indecent assault against the same complainant. 21
When approaching the summaries in this chapter, the reader should
bear in mind two relevant factors: Hall was acquitted of all counts of
rape and indecent assault on the indictment (save for the two counts
of indecent assault in relation to CH21); and Hall admitted, in his
defence statement, to engaging in sexual activity with the
complainant witnesses at the BBC. In relation to CH5, Hall admitted,
in his defence statement, that “he engaged in consensual sexual
activity with [CH5] on a number of occasions in 1977-1978 in [Hall’s]
dressing room at the BBC Studios in Manchester.”

It was also

stated in the defence statement that he was not in a position to
dispute CH5’s claim that sexual activity first occurred when CH5 was
21

The Hall investigation has not been able to establish the exact location at which this indecent
assault took place.
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15 years old, although he denied any sexual activity with her when
she may have been 14 years old. During the cross-examination of
CH5 at the trial, she accepted that she may have been 15 years old
when sexual intercourse with Hall first occurred.
7.2

In relation to CH21, Hall, in his defence statement said that he
“admits and asserts that he engaged in consensual sexual activity
with [CH21] on a number of occasions” in about 1981 when CH21
would have been 16 years old. He confirmed, in that statement, that
“sexual intercourse [between Hall and CH21] took place in [Hall’s]
dressing room at the BBC Studios in Manchester.” During the trial,
Hall’s Defence sought to establish that sexual intercourse between
Hall and CH21 at the BBC began when she was 16 years old,
however, CH21 maintained that she was around 13/14 years old at
the time.

7.3

The summaries in this chapter relate only to those incidents that are
either said to have taken place on BBC premises or are linked in
some way to Hall’s work at the BBC. The Hall investigation received
evidence from the first complainant prior to the criminal proceedings
and accordingly the source for the summary set out below is a
combination of her evidence given to the Hall investigation and her
evidence in the criminal proceedings.

The Hall investigation

received evidence from CH21 after the criminal proceedings but the
primary source used in respect of her evidence in this chapter is the
criminal proceedings. The complainants have been anonymised for
the purpose of this Report, so that the paragraph headings refer, for
example, to “CH5” (complainant number 5 in the Hall investigation),
“1976-1978” (the period in which the events alleged would have
taken place) and “Counts 1-9” (counts 1-9 on the second indictment
for which Hall was tried in May 2014). This chapter contains graphic
evidence of sexual abuse which some readers may find distressing.
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CH5 (1976 -1978) (Counts 1-9)
7.4

CH5 and her family knew Hall. CH5 describes Hall as being wellknown in the area where he lived. He helped out with football at the
local school; he “liked to be the centre of attention”; he thrived on it.
“He was always just larger than life, always boisterous and quite
loud”. Hall used to visit CH5’s family regularly.

7.5

In 1976, when CH5 was 15 years old, Hall arranged for CH5 to visit
the BBC studios in Oxford Road after he learnt of her interest in
becoming a make-up artist. CH5 travelled to the premises alone and
was greeted by Hall’s secretary in the reception area.

Hall was

doing a pilot show and took her to meet the staff in the make-up
department. Later, she sat in and watched him do the pilot. Hall
took her to his dressing room and offered her alcohol and cigarettes.
She became very drunk and explained, “one thing led to another”.
“He’d just get more touchy-feely and I’d get more drunk and it just
happens, doesn’t it?” After sexual intercourse, Hall told CH5 “it’s our
secret” and “you’re special”. At first she was quite flattered, as he
made her feel special. She knew what he was doing was not right,
because Hall was married, but she did not know at the time that
what he was doing was unlawful. Hall took her home. She had
been drinking Bacardi and Coke, which, at some stage, caused her
to be sick.
7.6

Hall made no mention of the incident again, nor did she, and she
saw little of him until she started going to night school in around
1977 when she was 15/16 years old. This came about because,
being told of her interest in becoming a hairdresser, Hall got her into
the night school at a local hairdresser in Manchester, and, one night
a week, she would go to the night school. The arrangement was
that she would come into Manchester on her own and Hall would
drive her home. The night class used to finish at about 8.30pm to
9pm. After night school, CH5 would go to the BBC at Piccadilly
Gardens to meet Hall, either in his room or in the bar. On the first
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occasion he came down to the concierge’s desk to meet her and
take her up, but after that the concierge, an “oldish” male, would let
her in and she used to go up by herself. There was no one around
when she went to the dressing room save for occasionally bumping
into a man who worked with Hall. CH5 and Hall would usually go to
the bar for one drink and then move to Hall’s dressing room where
they would be alone. In the bar, she would have a drink and chat to
Hall but would not speak to anyone else in the bar.
7.7

CH5 remembers Hall’s dressing room as being a long, narrow room,
with a toilet and a small, cramped separate bedroom with a bed in it.
It was on the same floor as the bar and studio. Hall would ply CH5
with alcoholic drinks, large measures of Bacardi with Coke.

He

would sit her down and give her a hug, a kiss on the cheek, pour a
drink, chat and then become very chatty and touchy-feely and then
intercourse took place. He would say things to her like “you’re very
sexy”. The door would be locked. “It just kept happening, I don’t
know, and I don’t know whether it’s my fault as well because I
allowed it to happen, but it just…it just kept happening”. During the
three to four month period when CH5 attended the night school, she
had intercourse with Hall on most of the occasions when she met
him at the BBC, save for those times when Hall was not at the studio
and she would have to make her own way home. Hall would ask for
different things, such as having pictures taken, which she refused to
do. Hall had a massager like the type used for massaging the back
which he used on her as a vibrator. He used no contraception, but
she was on the pill and Hall knew that. She felt resigned to this
weekly meeting; she felt she had no choice. The sexual relationship
between Hall and CH5 came to an end around the same time that
the night course finished and she left school. CH5 told no one of her
experiences until she found out about the many allegations being
made against Hall in 2012.

64

CH21 (1979-1981) (Counts 12-20)
7.8

CH21’s family knew Hall and CH21 first came into contact with Hall
when she was around 7 or 8 years old. She described Hall as “a
very charismatic, larger than life character, very loud…very
ebullient”. CH21 thought that she was groomed by Hall from an
early age. In 1979, when CH21 was around 13/14 years old, CH21
visited Hall at the BBC Manchester studios in Piccadilly on a number
of occasions. The visits were arranged by Hall with her parents,
probably after he suggested a career in television for CH21.

7.9

Hall would collect CH21 from her home and take her to the Piccadilly
premises where she would watch him work. When they went into
the Piccadilly premises, they walked past a security guard who
waved Hall and CH21 through. No questions were ever asked about
who CH21 was. CH21 is “99%” sure that Hall introduced her to
people at the BBC as his “niece”. However, no one really spoke to
CH21 and no one appeared to express any surprise that she was
there. CH21 was allowed to sit in the gallery or newsroom, which
was very busy, and attend rehearsals, sit in on read-throughs and
read the autocue during the live programme. CH21 recalled being
alone with Hall in a room either before the rehearsal for the
programme or between the rehearsal and transmission of the live
show. After the live show, they would go to the bar. The bar was
busy and noisy and a lot of alcohol was drunk, particularly by Hall.
Hall would then drive her home.

7.10

When CH21 and Hall were alone in a room, there would be a bottle
of champagne which Hall drank and also “expected” her to drink.
After this, Hall would have sexual intercourse with CH21 on a sofa.
During and after, Hall would repeatedly tell CH21 that she was
“beautiful” and “very special”, and that he loved her.

7.11

When CH21 was around 14/15 years old, she also began visiting
Hall at the BBC studios in Oxford Road after the television
operations moved there from Piccadilly. CH21 would be taken to the
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BBC’s Oxford Road premises by Hall either on the way to football
matches which Hall was reporting on, or when he was recording a
programme. Unlike the Piccadilly premises, CH21 recalled entering
the Oxford Road premises through the car park and being taken
through an entrance at the back of the building, straight to Hall’s
dressing room. CH21 recalled that, when Hall introduced CH21 to
the security guard at the car park gate as his “goddaughter”, the
reaction of the guard would be a knowing look. CH21 told the Hall
investigation: “I don’t know if they expected what went on but it
was…I think they knew - I think they suspected that there was some
sort of sexual connotation”. Apart from the guard at the car park
gate, CH21 did not see or pass anyone between the car park and
Hall’s dressing room, and no one would have known she was there.
7.12

At the Oxford Road premises, CH21 recalled a dressing room
belonging to Hall which consisted of two rooms: the first room was
described as “bright” and “Spartan” and the second anteroom, which
was on the right-hand side, was dimly lit and contained a leather
sofa, a mirror and a shelf with various pictures of women “like a
trophy shelf”. On the occasions when Hall would take CH21 to the
Oxford Road premises on the way to football matches, they would
have sexual intercourse in Hall’s dressing room and then leave for
the football. On the occasions when Hall would take CH21 to the
Oxford Road premises for the recording of a programme, he would
lock CH21 inside the second anteroom of his dressing room and tell
her not to answer the door. CH21 recalled that for most of the time
she spent in the dressing room, she had been naked. When Hall
returned to the dressing room, there would be sexual intercourse.
Champagne was a common factor at both premises. Throughout
these sexual encounters, Hall continued to tell her that she was
“beautiful”, “special” and that he loved her.

7.13

At Oxford Road, CH21 recalled that on one occasion when she was
14/15 years old, he took a pair of scissors and cut off some of her
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pubic hair. He placed the clipping of her hair in the back of a picture
frame which was on the shelf above the sofa.
7.14

The sexual contact between CH21 and Hall ended when she was
around 15/16 years old and started becoming “stroppy” and “difficult”
at home, and had begun a relationship with a boyfriend. CH21 did
not tell anyone about what had happened with Hall. In 2013, she
reported the matter to the police.

7.15

CH21 provided some useful insights into how Hall appeared to be
viewed at the BBC in the relevant period. She said that, when he
was working, Hall was professional.

However, she got the

impression that the people he was working with at the BBC were in
awe of Hall and felt that he was treated “as kingpin, top of the pile”.
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