PART TWO: THE ALLEGATIONS AGAINST STUART HALL
6.

CHAPTER SIX – THEIR STORIES: COMPLAINANT
WITNESSES WHOSE EVIDENCE WAS THE SUBJECT OF
COUNTS ALLEGING INDECENT ASSAULT ON THE FIRST
INDICTMENT TO WHICH HALL PLEADED GUILTY ON 16
APRIL 2013 (FIRST TERM OF REFERENCE)
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Introduction
6.1

In this chapter we summarise the evidence of some of the female
complainants who provided witness statements as part of the police
investigation that commenced in May 2012 into Hall’s conduct, and
in respect of whose allegations Hall pleaded guilty on 16 April 2013
at Preston Crown Court. 17 He pleaded guilty to 14 offences of
indecent assault committed between 1967 and 1986; the 13
complainants were aged between 9 and 17 years old at the time.
The summaries in this chapter relate to those offences that either
took place on BBC premises or are linked in some way to Hall’s
work at the BBC. 18

Offences committed against 8 of the 13

women, aged between 10 and 17 years, fall into this category. The
source for the summaries set out below is either the evidence
provided to the Hall investigation by the witnesses themselves or

17

See paragraphs 1.1, 1.5 – 1.6.
The incident described at paragraphs 6.21 to 6.22 in relation to CH3, was not an offence on the
indictment and did not feature in the criminal proceedings.
18
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the relevant court documents 19 (exclusively so where we were
unable to speak to the complainant concerned). The complainants
have been anonymised for the purpose of this Report, so that the
paragraph headings refer, for example, to “CH4” (complainant
number 4 in the Hall investigation), “1967” (the year the offence
was committed) and “Count 1” (count 1 on the Crown Court
indictment to which Hall pleaded guilty).

This chapter contains

graphic evidence of sexual abuse which some readers may find
distressing.
CH4 (1967/1968) (Count 1)
6.2

In 1967, when CH4 was 15, her school held its speech day. The
awards were presented to the girls by Hall, who was by then a
locally well-known television personality. Everyone was excited at
the idea of a celebrity attending the school.

CH4 received an

award at the speech day and also performed at the event. After the
event, the staff and Hall went over to the school for refreshments.
Some hopeful students including CH4 went to the back door in
order to try to get Hall’s autograph. When CH4’s turn came for the
signing of her book, Hall recognised her as one of the performers.
He praised her performance. He took her to one side away from
the others and asked her to write to him at the BBC in Piccadilly
Gardens, and said that he would see about arranging a recording
session for her. CH4 was quite excited about the idea, but was not
sure whether to take up the offer.

However her grandmother

encouraged her to do so. She did not tell her friends as she did not
want to seem to be gloating. She wrote to Hall and, after some
time, received a reply saying that he was quite busy but would let
her know when it was possible. Some time passed. CH4 wrote to
Hall again and he replied saying that his wife had just opened a
dress shop and perhaps she would like to go and see it. Together
with her grandmother they went to the shop where they met Mrs

19

Such as the Prosecution opening statement at Hall’s sentencing hearing in June 2013.
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Hall and CH4’s grandmother treated CH4 to a new dress. She
wrote to Hall again and in late 1967/early 1968, when CH4 was 16
years old, arrangements were made for her to attend the BBC
studios in Piccadilly Gardens.
6.3

CH4 was told to make her way to the studios at about 7pm. Her
father accompanied her on the bus and left her at the studios. Hall
agreed to give her a lift home as he passed where she lived on his
way back to his own house. She went to the reception and a man
in his forties, whom she thought was the sound recordist, came to
collect her. She followed him through a circuitous route and finally
ended up in a studio. In the studio, Hall was in a flap, saying that
the pianist had let him down and he would have to find someone
else. There were some other men hanging around but they did not
speak to CH4. Hall returned with a man who said to him “you owe
me for this one”. CH4 gave the pianist her music. The pianist had
difficulty sight reading the music and the session did not go well.

6.4

The men talked whilst she was singing, which she found irritating,
given that a recording was meant to be taking place. One of the
men talking had fair, greying hair.

When she finished, no one

played anything back to CH4 nor did she notice any sound
recording equipment.

Hall made no comments about her

performance. The men stood chatting for a while until Hall came up
to her and asked her if she wanted to go for a drink. Hoping for
some lemonade following her singing session, she replied in the
affirmative. The man with the sandy grey hair was standing next to
Hall as this offer was made. Hall told her to wait for him in front of
the building and he would pick her up.
6.5

Hall drove down some roads in Manchester and asked her about
her interests. Despite the fact that Hall was trying to put CH4 at
ease, she felt very nervous. Hall eventually pulled up in the car
park of a pub. CH4 pointed out that she was too young to go into a
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pub, to which Hall replied “well, it’s all right, just leave it with me”.
They then went inside.
6.6

CH4 asked for a soft drink. Hall replied “Have a proper drink”.
She asked for a vodka and lime because she knew someone who
drank that but she did not know what it was like as she had never
tasted alcohol. She wanted a soft drink but felt shy and frightened
and did not want to argue with Hall. She took one sip of her drink,
found it to be horrible and drank no more.

Hall offered her

another drink, but she declined, saying that she wanted to go
home.

By that stage, CH4 was feeling that this situation was

wrong, not least because her father would have “gone mad” had
he known that she was in a pub. On the journey home, the radio
was on. Hall started touching CH4 on her right leg under her skirt
with his left hand, whilst still driving. His hand moved towards her
genital area and he was touching her over her tights, moving his
hand against her genital area.

She was paralysed with fear

initially and could not think for a minute. Once she recovered from
the shock, she moved away from Hall and put her legs together so
that he could not touch her.

Because she was frightened, a

nervous cough started. Hall said “you’ve got a very bad cough
there, wouldn’t you like me to rub something on your chest?” CH4
replied “no”. Hall repeated the offer, but she firmly declined.
6.7

At one stage during the 30-minute journey, she had asked Hall if
she would get a copy of the recording to which he replied that he
did not know, he would have to see if it was possible. He dropped
her off outside her house. CH4 ran into the house, burst into tears
and told her mother and father what had happened. Her father
was furious and went outside to confront Hall, but he had already
gone. Her father told her that she would not be believed if she
told anyone because Hall was famous and it was best that she did
not mention the incident to anyone.

CH4 was upset by that

decision because she wanted to tell someone as she was so
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angry that Hall had betrayed her trust and humiliated her. She
told no one until she heard of the allegations made by other
women at the end of 2012.
CH7 (1973) (Count 2)
6.8

In 1973, CH7, aged 17, was employed at a hotel in a town where
an edition of It’s A Knockout, which Hall hosted, was being
recorded. Hall and the programme crew were guests at the hotel
where CH7 worked.

6.9

CH7 was selected to be a cheerleader for the event. She had to
dress up in a costume, a dress which she describes as being an
empire line – a long dress with long sleeves tight under the bust
(but not revealing) and then straight down.

6.10

The training for the event had been done at a local youth club, but
during the programme itself, Hall was directing the groups about
where to go and where to stand and telling them to enjoy the day.
After the programme, afternoon tea was served for those who had
been involved in the programme.

6.11

CH7 returned to the hotel at about 7.30pm. She was still wearing
her costume. When she got back there were quite a few people in
the foyer. Hall was sitting in the corner of the foyer speaking to
some people. CH7 stopped to talk to her friend who worked on
reception. After a short while, CH7 decided to go to her room.
She went up the stairs and, as she was at the top of the stairs
ready to turn right to go through the door which led to the staff
quarters, she heard Hall speaking behind her. They spoke about
the day. She responded out of politeness although she was keen
to go to bed as she had to get up early the next morning.

6.12

After a short period, she turned to leave and walk through the
door into the staff area, a door which she thinks was marked
private. She was grabbed forcefully with both hands by Hall. Her
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back was against the staff door which was in a recess. Hall had
one hand on her right shoulder and the other on her upper left
arm. CH7 tried to fight him off but he was too strong, tightening his
grip as she struggled. CH7 said words to the effect of “don’t”.
Hall then began kissing her on the mouth as she was struggling.
She was trying to grab the handle to the staff door. Hall’s right
hand dropped down and he fumbled with her dress at the hip
trying to lift it up. CH7 heard a creaking of the floorboards coming
from the main landing area. Immediately Hall pulled away without
saying a word. CH7 then fled through the staff door to safety.
Hall did not follow. CH7 went to her room and stayed there for the
rest of the night.
6.13

CH7 did not see Hall the next morning as she was busy working.
She told her friend at the hotel about the incident the following
morning but she did not complain to anyone at the hotel or to
anyone associated with the BBC “because in them days we just
didn’t. If you…you’re brought up with there’s girls who were like
that, and knowing that you weren’t like that you never mentioned
anything to anyone. You would never, because otherwise you
would be stigmatised with the same…you didn’t, you just didn’t.
So I kept it to myself for all these years”. Her friend was shocked
“but you wouldn’t have said anything at that time because it was
wrong. It was just wrong. Even though you knew that he had
done wrong, if you had said something, people would twist things
and say you had done wrong”.

CH10 (1974) (Count 3)
6.14

The Hall investigation was unable to speak to CH10 but based on
court documents referred to above, CH10 was indecently
assaulted by Hall in late 1974, when she was 16 or 17 years of
age. The assault (which involved Hall touching her breast over
clothing) took place at an event which Hall attended in an official
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capacity. She told him to stop and made it clear to him that his
conduct was not acceptable.
CH3 (1976/1977) (Counts 10-11)
6.15

CH3 first met Hall in 1976/1977, aged 15 years old. She saw an
advert on Look North about a campaign which she thought would
be beneficial to her. She applied and was invited to get involved
in the campaign. A visit was arranged to take place at her home
where the BBC would take pictures of her for a booklet.

6.16

CH3 was alone at home that day. Members of the BBC crew
arrived at her home as did Hall.

She knew Hall from his

appearances on It’s a Knockout. She was excited at the idea of
doing a programme on the BBC involving Hall. CH3 invited the
visitors into the house. It was apparent to all that she was on her
own.

Some photographs were taken and the crew began to

leave. Hall was the last to leave. Whilst in the hallway alone with
CH3, he kissed her passionately, putting his tongue into her
mouth. She was taken aback and shocked. There had been no
lead-up to this incident. She was so astounded, she said nothing.
She wondered why he had done it, and concluded that it was
because she was special and he liked her.

She did not tell

anyone as she came from a strict background.
6.17

There came the time when she was due to go to the BBC studios
in Piccadilly for the filming of the campaign. The incident had not
left her unduly concerned; her anxiety was focused on what she
had to do in the campaign, what she would be asked to say and
how it would all be done.

6.18

On the first visit (of a number) she spoke to the man at the
reception desk and was taken upstairs in a lift by the man who
had picked her up from home. She was introduced to one of the
men in the newsroom, which was full of journalists and busy
people. She then followed Hall upstairs to his dressing room.
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The dressing room was a very small room with lights around the
mirror; there was a small room with a settee in it, and another
room partitioned off with the door shut. She had to change into a
t-shirt and shorts for filming, as did Hall. She used Hall’s dressing
room to change in.
6.19

On one occasion, she recalls being in a lift with Hall and another
individual, not connected to the BBC, who was dressed in a
pinafore dress with a white shirt. Hall looked at CH3 and said “I
like the schoolgirl type”.

6.20

During one of the visits she made to the BBC studios she was
getting changed. The dressing room door was shut. Hall said
“come and lie next to me, come and lie down”.

She obeyed

because she had been brought up to believe that if an adult said
to do something, you did it. She recalls that Hall was naked. She
kept her gaze upwards but remembers that when Hall got up, she
noticed what a tanned bottom he had. 20 Hall had a massager
which he wanted to use on her vagina. She was embarrassed,
bewildered and shocked. She explained that she had a sanitary
towel on. She felt frightened and started to get anxious as she
had never been in a situation like that before.

She has no

recollection of what followed at the end of the incident but it left
her anxious and worried about whether it would lead to anything
else. “I think I started feeling that what I had held in great, high
esteem and really excited about, it was starting to feel a bit
tarnished…”. She rationalised the incident by believing that Hall
thought that she was fabulous and that he fancied her. She did
not see Hall again but he wrote to her a couple of times – friendly,
chatty letters; thereafter Hall faded in her memory.
6.21

However, when she was in her early 20s, her employer wanted to
put on a promotional event and was looking for someone to open

20

This seems to accord with later evidence (in paragraph 11.6) in respect of a risqué anecdote told by
Hall about an incident involving his use of a sunbed.
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it. Staff were asked if they knew anybody and CH3 said that she
knew Hall. She phoned the BBC and asked to speak to him and
was told to go in to see him at Oxford Road.
6.22

She was not concerned about the meeting. She felt that she was
special to him and that they had a relationship of sorts. Having sex
with Hall was not on her mind when she went to the studio. She
arrived at the BBC and was invited to Hall’s dressing room. They
chatted; Hall put his hand up her skirt and they had consensual
sex. She knew him, he was not a stranger and she thought that he
had made a move on her because he thought she was fabulous. It
was exciting because it was Hall. If it had been somebody else in
such isolated circumstances, she would not have done it. When it
was over, Hall got up and took a pair of scissors from somewhere
and cut off some of her pubic hair. He then took the hair to a
cupboard and put it inside. He made no comment as he did so.
She started to feel that something was not right but made no
comment. She had no further dealings with Hall after that.

CH11 (1981) (Count 12) (incident also involving CH12 (Count 13) and
CH13 (Count 14))
6.23

CH11 was 11 years old in 1981. She had a sister, CH12, who was
aged 14. CH12 was friends with a girl, CH13, who was aged 13 or
14 at the time. In the late summer of 1981, following a promotional
event which Hall attended as a celebrity, by arrangement, the
sisters (together with their friend, CH13) went to Hall’s home,
ostensibly for elocution lessons. CH11 told the Hall investigation
that it would have been only because of Hall’s celebrity status that
they were allowed to go to his home for elocution lessons.

6.24

CH11 recalls arriving at the house together with her sister and
CH13. There was no-one else in the house. Hall took the girls into
the lounge and informed them that they needed to be relaxed and
have a bath. She recalls him showing them a bathroom which had
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a large corner bath and shower. Her recollection was that the bath
had already been run and that it was full of bubbles.

Hall

suggested that CH12 and CH13 share the bath and that CH11 use
the shower. The older girls went to lock the door to the bathroom
but realised that the lock appeared to have been recently removed.
The girls entered the bath and shower whereupon Hall walked into
the bathroom unannounced, causing the girls to squeal and to
cover themselves with their hands. Hall had three men's shirts with
him which he told them to put on but not to wear any underwear.
The girls put the shirts on but declined to follow the instruction of
Hall and put their knickers on.

When the girls returned to the

lounge, they found Hall present wearing only a pair of small white
underpants. Thereafter Hall asked them to pronounce the vowels
of the alphabet and to read passages from a book.
6.25

Hall asked CH11 to sit on the floor in front of him between his legs
and with her back against his groin area. She recalls that Hall put
his hands inside her shirt and began massaging her shoulders
before sliding them down to her chest area and massaged her
chest. CH11 was a prepubescent child at this time. She recalls
that Hall leant down close to her, she could feel his breath and as
he massaged her he pulled her back towards his groin which she
felt was hard. At the time she did not realise that this may be Hall’s
erect penis although she appreciated that the circumstances and
indeed that the sensation were strange. She has no recollection of
where CH12 and CH13 were at this time but believed them to be in
the room. She also recalled that at one point CH13 was in the
same position in between Hall’s legs as she had previously been.
CH11 decided that she did not want to return to Hall’s home
following this particular visit and the matter was not discussed any
further. She did not disclose the events that had taken place to her
parents at the time. When she refused to return on a subsequent
occasion she recalled that her father was upset with her.
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6.26

After she married, she informed her husband of the events. It was
only after the death of her mother, about 20 years later, that she
recalls informing her father about the incident.

6.27

After the arrest of Hall in December 2012, CH11 emailed CH12 and
CH13 and later contacted the Police. The Hall investigation did not
speak to CH12 and CH13 but, based on court documents referred
to above, their evidence supports CH11’s account set out above.

CH14 (1982) (Count 15)

6.28

The Hall investigation was unable to speak to CH14 but based on
court documents referred to above, CH14 was indecently assaulted
by Hall at his home when she was aged 10, some time after CH14
had met Hall at a recording of It’s a Knockout.
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