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3. CHAPTER THREE - STUART HALL 
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A A short biography  

3.1 Hall was born James Stuart Hall on 25 December 1929 in Hyde, 

Cheshire.  After his schooling, he did national service in about 1948 

and then attended the Manchester Municipal School of Technology 

(later renamed the University of Manchester Institute of Science and 

Technology) in 1950, where he is reputed to have studied 

Confectionary and Bakery.  He then worked for the family bakery 

business.  He married his wife Hazel on 1 March 1958.  They have 

had three children. 

3.2 Hall joined the BBC in 1959 and worked for the BBC as a freelancer 

until his contract was terminated in May 2013.  He became a 

household name in the UK as a result of the volume of radio and 

television appearances he made over more than five decades.  He is 

perhaps best known in the North of England, where he was one of 

the most prominent local television presenters. 

3.3 Hall began his career in radio as a reporter on Radio Newsreel and 

as a sports journalist with Sports Report.  He has featured in more 

than 90 BBC radio programmes.  They include Sport Spotlight 

(1964–1967), the quiz show, 3 in a Row, on Radio 2 (1982-1986), 

Sport on Two (1976–1990) and Sport on Five (1990–2013).  In the 

early to mid-1980s, he hosted the eponymous late night radio show, 

The Stuart Hall Show.  In 2001, he also hosted a radio programme 

entitled Stuart Hall’s Hall of Fame on Radio 2.  On 10 December 

2009, Radio 5 Live presented a special tribute programme, Stuart 

Hall Night, broadcast live from the Manchester City Stadium, to mark 

his 80th birthday and his 50 years in broadcasting.  He is reputed to 
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be the origin of the well-known phrase ‘The Beautiful Game’, (a 

reference to football) and he was well-known for using metaphors 

and quotations from literature during his football commentaries.   

3.4 Hall also appeared on more than 100 BBC television programmes.  

In 1959, he appeared as a guest on the programme, Today’s Sport.  

In 1960, he appeared on a number of episodes of the Saturday 

afternoon sports show, Grandstand, and he continued to make guest 

appearances on the show.  From 1965 to 1990 he worked as a news 

presenter on the daily BBC Regional Television News programme, 

Look North, which later became known as Look North West, and 

then North West Tonight.  Between about 1971 and 1982, he was a 

regular presenter of the programmes It’s a Knockout and Jeux Sans 

Frontières; the famous It’s a Royal Knockout was broadcast later in 

1987.  Hall presented Quiz Ball, a football quiz which was broadcast 

between 1966 and the early 1970s, and was originally presented by 

David Vine.  He was also the original host of the long-running sports 

quiz, A Question of Sport, at that time, only broadcast in the North of 

England.  He also appeared on an episode of Jim’ll Fix It in 1992.  In 

the late 1990s, he presented Going, Going, Gone, an antiques quiz 

show and in 1999, he was featured in an episode of This is Your Life, 

the biographical programme presented at the time by Michael Aspel.  

3.5 Following his departure from North West Tonight in 1990, Hall began 

working for Granada Television presenting Granada Reports and 

Traveller’s Check.  He also provided the voice-over for God’s Gift for 

Granada.   

3.6 At the turn of the century, Hall joined Channel M, a local television 

station in Greater Manchester, presenting Hall’s Heroes on Channel 

M news.  In 2007, he was the voice-over for the Japanese obstacle 

course show Ninja Warrior shown in the UK on the Challenge TV 

channel.   
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3.7 Hall also had business interests, including a travel agency by the 

name of Stuart Hall International Travel.  In 2012, he was awarded 

an OBE in the Queen’s New Year’s Honours List for services to 

broadcasting and charity.  As noted (at paragraph 1.10 above), on 22 

October 2013, he was stripped of this honour. 

B Hall’s charitable and other good works 

3.8 The extent of Hall’s contribution to the investigation is referred to in 

paragraph 1.26 above.  Doing the best we can to present a fair 

profile of Hall, extracts (appropriately edited) are set out below from 

the mitigation presented on his behalf at the first sentencing hearing 

on 17 June 2013, followed by extracts from the Judge’s sentencing 

remarks.   

“Mr Aylett QC: And my Lord has…a number of witness 
statements from people who have taken the trouble to speak of 
different aspects of this defendant’s character.  There is a 
statement from [one referee] setting out the charitable work done 
by the defendant since the 1960s, organising for example benefit 
matches for charity.  There is a statement from [another] who has 
referred to the work done by the defendant for their charity since 
2008, particularly as an auctioneer. 

Even at the height of his fame, the defendant took the time to 
write to those who had written to him, a number of whom were 
elderly and lonely, and there is a statement from the defendant’s 
former colleague …who speaks of how the defendant at the end 
of a busy working day could nonetheless be seen in a corner of 
the studio, writing to the lonely and elderly who had written to 
him.  Not something that he drew attention to or sought credit for, 
but just did it all the same.  

[A referee] has spoken of the defendant’s close and supportive 
family.  As to which, while the defendant has had, and continues 
to have, the love and support of his family, his own family life has 
been blighted by tragedy.  A sister who died when he was very 
young.  And in 1959 the defendant’s wife gave birth to a son, 
Nicholas, who was born with a hole in the heart and Nicholas 
died when he was two years old.  

Also, my Lord, in the bundle of documents is a transcript from an 
account given as to the circumstances in which the defendant 
helped to save the life of a young man who was knocked out 
while diving into a swimming pool in Portugal. And another 
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instance where, in the course of filming It’s a Knockout in 
Scunthorpe, a grandstand collapsed and a number of people 
were injured, and would have been more seriously injured had 
the defendant not taken control of the situation”. 

In his sentencing remarks, HH Judge Russell QC said:  

“Character references, some from people well‐known to the 
court, have been submitted, referring to the positively good 
aspects of your character.  I have read all those references with 
care and it is very sad to see someone who is so well-regarded 
in the dock of this courtroom. 

You have done an enormous amount of charitable work over the 
years and shown much kindness to others.  In the course of your 
long career you have given pleasure to millions of people as a 
local television presenter in the North West, nationally in the “It’s 
a Knockout” series, and as a highly regarded sports 
commentator.  You were known for the genial personality, charm, 
bonhomie and wit which you displayed in these various roles. 

However those who have admired you for these qualities and the 
general public now know that there is a darker side to you, one 
hidden from public view until now, and a side which you were 
able to conceal, taking advantage of your status as a well‐liked 
celebrity.”  

  




