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TS: My country is made up of Athol islands and for some people 
when you think of an island maybe Hawaii comes to mind. Big 
mountains, lush forests. Athol islands are beautiful but extremely 
small. We have lagoons, this is a necklace of islands around a 
lagoon and on the other side is the ocean. Essentially it’s all ocean. 
We’re one long coastline. It’s a nation of coastlines. 
 
AM: So  you’re very close to the ocean. What happens to the 
Marshall Islands if we do see global warming of 2 degrees or more, 
which is where we’re heading for at the moment? 
TS: To be honest 2 degrees, anything beyond 1.5 is unimaginable 
for us. My islands are just two metres above sea level. There’s no 
higher ground than that. At 1.5 degrees Celsius temperature 
increase we’re looking at global sea level rise of around half a 
metres and that creates inundations on a yearly basis. Beyond 1.5 
degrees it really is unthinkable. 1.5 is our line that we cannot cross.   
 
AM: You’ve seen some effects of global warming on the Marshall 
Islands already have you? Can you just tell us a little bit about 
what’s happened so far. 
TS: Well, we’re seeing longer and more intense droughts, which is 
a huge problem for us, because we rely on rainwater really. We 
used to rely on well water but with sea level rises already happened 
many of our wells have turned brackish, and so now we have to 
collect rainwater in order to have water to drink. So we’re already 
seeing those effects. At very high tides we’re already seeing water 
that literally bubbles up through the ground, so it’s happening, it’s 
happening now. We’re trying to think about what we can do to 
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adapt and survive in the longer term and we’re putting in place 
plans. But we really need to do that with the help of  the rest of the 
world. 
 
AM: So  you’re seeing the sea levels come  up at the moment. Is 
there anything you can actually do practically to protect  yourselves 
at the moment in terms of sea walls and so forth? 
TS: Yes. We’re really focused right now on our national adaptation 
plan which we’re calling our Survival Plan, and there’s going to be 
things that we have to adapt to in the nearer term. Nature based 
solutions, some of those will work, but in the longer term we’re 
going to have really have transformative adaptation, not just 
looking at the elevation of buildings but potentially the elevation of 
land so that we  can have some secure place for our people to 
continue to lives. 
 
AM: So literally building up parts of the islands higher? 
TS: Yes.  
AM: Now I’m sorry to bring you back to what you say was 
unimaginable, 2 degrees or 2.7. People argue about where we’re 
heading for at the moment. If that happens do you literally lose the 
Marshall Islands completely? 
TS: We do not accept that  we are going to lose this fight. We can’t 
accept that.  We are going to fight to protect our territory, to protect 
our people and that is what I’m here to do.  That is what my entire 
government is focused on, is ensuring that we have a safe and 
security place for our people. And I really want to say that you 
know, we are on the hot front lines of the crisis. We’re going to be 
hit earliest and hardest, but this crisis is going to affect us all. And 
if you protect those who are on the front lines you really protect 
yourself and your children. 
 
AM: Everybody behind the front lines as well. 
TS: Yes. And I think we really learned that with Covid.  
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AM: You are clearly going to need to build a lot of new protections, 
almost whatever happens. It’s a big question about who should pay 
for that because clearly Marshall Islanders, there’s only, what, 
60,000 of you altogether, you can’t pay for it yourselves. 
TS: No. We absolutely can’t. And we’re really looking to our partners 
to really understand the grave situation that we’re in. As I said, 
we’re all going to need to adapt, but those who are the larger 
wealthier nations, who have really created the problem in the first 
place, unfortunately, have the resources to respond. We do not and 
we have to work with our partners to be able to respond to this 
crisis and secure our future. 
 
AM: Thinking of people at home in Britain wondering about whether 
Britain should it be, as it were, paying to help the Marshall Islands,  
we have – we used to have 40% of our energy coming from coal, 
it’s now down to 1.8%, in other words Britain’s doing quite a lot and 
people will look around and think, well hold on a second, China is 
responsible for 28% of CO2 emissions at the moment, surely they 
should be paying. What would you say to people having that 
argument in their heads at the moment? 
TS: What I say is that this is a global problem. We all have to do 
more and you know, we’re a very small nation, but we have taken 
this to heart and we really have led by example. We were the first 
nation to submit enhanced targets. We have very robust plans in 
place to switch our own energy systems to renewable energy. We’re 
working very hard right now on our national adaptation plan which 
I think every country in the world needs to do. And so I think what 
I would say you know, we lead by example. If we can do it so can 
everyone else in the world, whether it’s China, Britain or particularly 
all the nations and the leaders who we’re really counting on to make 
the key difference for all of us.  
 
AM: Way back in 2009 there was an agreement from the richer 
countries of the world to countries on the front line, allocating about 



4 
ANDREW MARR SHOW, 31ST OCTOBER, 2021 – TINA STEGE, MARSHALL ISLANDS ENVOY  

a hundred billion I think a year in terms of dollars to countries like 
yours. Have you seen any of that money? 
TS: It’s been very difficult actually, particularly for all the island 
seats. It’s very had to access these very large funds. As you said, 
we’re a nation of 60,000 and I come from a department working on 
climate that numbers in the  tens. And there’s a lot of reporting, it’s 
a lot of applications and so access is a huge issue but also just the 
quantity of the funds. I think we know that it hasn’t been met, that 
commitment hasn’t met. We’re not at the hundred billion now. 
There’s a delivery plan out there about how we’re going to get there 
and we need to see more.  
 
AM: I think a lot of people are still trying to focus on how important 
this moment in Glasgow is. Boris Johnson, our Prime Minister, who’s 
got a certain reputation for exaggeration, put it that way, has said 
that this is a last chance to save civilisation. For the Marshall 
Islanders is that literally true? 
TS: This is a hugely important COP. My country has actually been 
locked  down since February of 2020 with no travel outside by any 
government officials.  This is the first time that our government has 
come outside and it’s for this COP. Because we recognise that it is 
a hugely important moment. It’s the moment at which we have to 
face  squarely the fact that we’re not on track, there are huge gaps. 
There’s a huge gap, we’re not on track to 1.5. This is a moment 
where we can keep it in sight. We have that opportunity, particularly 
if the biggest and  leaders come forward and put new targets on 
the table and concrete actions that can actually meet those targets. 
We need to see the ending of fossil fuel subsidy, coal needs to go. 
These are the actual actions that can make the difference. And so 
it’s at this COP that we can reaffirm what we promised in Paris. That 
1.5 is the road to a safe secure future. 
 
Ends  


