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AM: The Health Secretary Sajid Javid joins me now from London. 
Welcome, Mr Javid. Are there any more cases of the new variant 
confirmed overnight? 
SJ: No more confirmed cases at this point that I’m aware of. And I 
think the way of looking at this is that we can look back at the 
summer and feel that we made the right decisions. We made the 
right decisions with our world-leading booster programme. But I 
think everyone wants us to protect the progress that we have 
made, and that is why we have acted very swiftly, and I believe in 
a proportionate way with the news of this new variant. And that 
includes the decision on Thursday to red list the six countries at 
that time; we added four more countries to that list yesterday. So 
anyone arriving from those countries now will have to isolate in 
hotels. And then also the measure that we set out yesterday, and 
the strategy of all of this is to buy time for our world-leading 
scientists to assess this variant and to learn more, because there’s 
a lot we don’t know, and also to take these mitigating actions.  
 
AM: Okay. Dr Coetzee, who discovered this new variant in South 
Africa, she says that it’s almost certainly around the UK more 
widely but we just haven’t picked it up because it’s so much like 
one of the earlier variants. 
SJ: Well, look, she may well be right, as in there may well be more 
cases, and that is why, when we confirmed these two cases 
yesterday, one in Essex and one in Nottingham, we immediately 
went about making sure we have properly traced all their 
contacts, and also we’re doing targeted testing in both of those 
areas and then sequencing of all positive tests. 
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AM: When will people know whether the current vaccines are 
effective against this new variant? 
SJ: Well, thanks for asking me about that, Andrew, because the 
vaccines, first of all they still remain our first line of defence. 
AM: Do they work? 
SJ: Well, it’s a fair question and I just heard earlier from the 
interview you had with the gentleman from Moderna, the truth is 
that we don’t know enough about this variant yet, and that is why 
we need the time to assess it. We will know more, I think, in two 
or three weeks, a lot more. But there’s every reason to believe 
that the vaccines remain effective. And even if, by the way, the 
variant impacts that effectiveness in a negative way, there will still 
be a real purpose to getting vaccinated than not being vaccinated 
at all. And that is why I’ve also - I asked - as soon as I learnt 
about this variant I asked the JCVI, that’s a group of expert 
advisers on the vaccine, to give me urgent advice on broadening 
the booster programme. I’ve also asked the NHS to prepare for a 
much greater capacity in our vaccination programme. 
 
AM: As Health Secretary, do you now think it’s time to start 
vaccinating 12 year olds? 
SJ: Look, when it comes to vaccines I think it’s right that we get 
expert advice, and that’s what I do is listen to the views of the 
JCVI. 
AM: We need it quite urgently, when do you think you’re going to 
get that? 
SJ: Imminently. Imminently.  
AM: In a couple of days? 
SJ: Yes, yes. I think they absolutely understand the urgency of 
this, and I do want to see if we can - subject to their advice - 
really broaden the vaccination programme, and that is why you’re 
getting the excellent work the NHS has already done on this and 
seeing how we can expand that even further.  
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AM: Well, that gentleman from Moderna you quoted just now also 
says that they think they will have a booster ready by early next 
year. If that’s true and if the other companies are saying the same 
kind of thing, will you be ready to actually roll it out then? 
SJ: Well, we work very closely with all the major vaccine 
companies, including Moderna. We already obviously have many 
Moderna vaccines, but in terms of any developments in those 
vaccines we’ll obviously be working really closely with those 
companies, and should we need to procure more vaccines and 
things, of course we won’t hesitate to do that.  
 
AM: Have you received any advice so far about why this new 
variant is so much more transmissible? Is it transmitting through 
the air, for instance, that’s one story that we’ve heard? 
SJ: Well, I think from what we know - we’ve shared that 
information. We were the first country in the world to identify this 
new variant as a potential threat. That was earlier last week. As I 
say, we acted swiftly, we were the first country in the world to 
make the travel restrictions, and many others have followed. But 
in terms of the impact of the variant itself, as you’ve just heard 
from your previous contributor, there’s reason to believe, because 
of the mutations that have been observed from, let’s say, what’s 
called a desktop analysis, that it may be more infectious. It may 
well make the vaccines less effective, and it does have some 
characteristics of vaccine escape. Now, at this point I think it’s 
important to remain cautious, of course, but to just learn much 
more about this. And that’s why I think these actions we’ve taken 
are important and buy that time so we can assess it more. 
 
AM: What’s not theoretical, because it’s been observed, is that this 
has different symptoms from earlier versions of coronavirus. In 
other words, the taste and smell problem isn’t there, but extreme 
fatigue is there. Are you going to update advice to the public 
about what to look for? 
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SJ: We will of course, if we need to, Andrew. But I think just at 
this stage we just don’t know enough about it to start doing that 
immediately, and I think people can see just how swiftly we have 
acted. We won’t hesitate to make updates of that type if we need 
to. And of course we’re working in collaboration with our 
international partners, and in that - can I just say - I know you 
had someone from South Africa on earlier - I think South Africa 
has acted in the most exemplary way. Its scientists have done 
everything that you would expect of expert scientists and 
responsible scientists in reporting this, and working with us and 
others, and they are really truly to be commended for that.  
 
AM: Let me ask you now about some of the measures that you’re 
bringing in in response to this. First of all, if god forbid, this gets 
out of control and is very, very infectious in this country, will you 
bring in further regulations? Will you bring in a return to at least 
some form of lockdown, self-isolation, working from home? Are 
those still on the table? 
SJ: Well, first I’d say the measures that we have taken so far, that 
we announced on Thursday and yesterday, I think these are the 
right sort of proportionate - right sort of balanced response to the 
threat we see at this point in time. And they are important 
measures. So wearing - 
AM: I’m asking you specifically about them, if I may. So you’re 
making mask wearing in England compulsory on public transport 
but not in hospitality. Why is that? 
SJ: Because when it comes to making decisions like this - and let’s 
think about mask wearing specifically since you asked about it - 
there’s obviously a sort of spectrum of action we could have taken 
on masks, but we wanted to do it in a targeted way. The advice 
was that this is the best way to do it, with shops and public 
transport, and that’s what we’ve done, and I think that’s an 
appropriate response. But as you know - 
AM: I’m sorry to interrupt, but just to be absolutely clear, this is a 
new rule which is in place now and people who don’t obey that, 
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people who go into shops without masks, can be fined - will be 
fined? 
SJ: Well, what has changed, I think, with this announcement is 
that I think the British public can see why the government has 
announced this and they have, I think, throughout the pandemic, 
always acted in a responsible way, listening to the latest 
information - 
AM: I’m just asking a very straight question about what you’re 
actually proposing now is. Are you insisting, as a government, that 
everybody going into a shop wears a mask and are you going to 
take sanctions on people who refuse to? 
SJ: Yes, it will be a legal requirement by government regulation to 
wear masks in shops and public transport.  
 
AM: Let’s move on to the travel restriction area, because that 
doesn’t come in until four a.m. on Tuesday. By then thousands 
more people will have arrived by plane into the UK. Why did you 
delay it? 
SJ: Well, the first thing is there’s two parts to the travel 
restrictions. The first part, which is the red listing, that’s come into 
place today, it’s effective already. And that’s from ten countries. 
The bit that you’re talking about, which is the requirement for all 
international travellers to self-isolate until they get a negative PCR 
test result, that will come in as soon as possible. The timing on 
that is that we have always - and I think rightly - taken a four-
nation UK-wide approach when it comes to border measures, and 
we’re working with our colleagues across the four nations to bring 
it in as soon as possible.  
 
AM: You are going to bolt the stable door, but the horse may 
already be out there. There were several big flights came in from 
South Africa on Friday and two flights came into the Netherlands 
from South Africa on Friday, 600 people on board, and of those 
600 61 had coronavirus, and the Dutch are saying almost certainly 
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the new variant. So that’s ten per cent. How many of the people 
coming into the UK on those flights had coronavirus? 
SJ: Well, Andrew, I think it’s fair to say we could not, as the UK, 
we could not have acted more swiftly. We identified this variant as 
a potential threat and shared that with the world. We red-listed 
countries and took action against the epicentre of this at the 
moment, which is Southern Africa, on Thursday. We were within 
hours learning about the threat. No other country had done that. 
We were the first in the world, and then the following day we 
acted when we found two cases in the UK. 
 
AM: Did you test people on those flights as they came into the UK 
or not? 
SJ: All people coming from Southern Africa before the red list was 
a legal requirement - first of all, they have all been contacted. Not 
just all of them, but all of those that arrived in the last ten days 
prior to that. And they have all been asked to take tests and to 
isolate, of course, if they are positive. 
 
AM: How did they get home from the airport? 
SJ: Well, they would have got home in the normal way, but the 
speed at which we work, it is just not possible to any faster than 
that. And I think - 
AM: Just to be clear, you didn’t test them as they came into 
Heathrow and they were allowed to disperse around the country 
without being tested, and if the Dutch experience is anything to 
go by, ten per cent of them had the new variant of coronavirus? 
SJ: Well, I don’t want to jump to conclusions about the Dutch 
experience. I think there’s still a lot we don’t know about what is 
happening and what is happening, certainly, in other countries. 
What we do know is much more about our own country, and I 
think the speed at which we acted could not have been any faster, 
and in terms of those people that may have already arrived from 
Southern Africa before the rules changed, I think the appropriate 
and right thing to do was to contact them all and make sure that 
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they are taking tests and self-isolating if necessary. And that’s 
exactly what we have done. 
 
AM: Well, you mentioned self-isolation. That is a big new change 
as well. One thing I genuinely don’t understand is you only have 
to self-isolate if you’ve been in contact with somebody who’s got 
the new variant of coronavirus. How can you possibly tell? 
SJ: Because one of the features of this new variant is when you 
take a PCR test, it’s called the S-gene dropout. It’s basically a 
feature of this particular variant and has been there with Beta and 
other variants but it is not there with Delta. The Delta variant, as 
you will know, is the absolute dominant variant in the UK. It’s 
about 99.9 per cent of cases. So what we can quite easily test for 
is for the S-gene dropout, and that is a very good proxy for this, 
and that is why we said suspected cases of this new variant. 
 
AM: So the answer to my question is you will be contacted by 
Public Health England if you’ve been in contact with somebody 
with the new variant. How long is that going to take to get that 
information back? 
SJ: Well, it’ll be very fast actually, because what happens, as you 
know, everyone will be required to take that PCR test, whether 
they’re travelling or whether it’s more domestic purposes. The 
labs, both the government labs and other private labs, they will all 
be required to do the S-gene dropout test on every test, and that 
result would come very, very swiftly. 
 
AM: If this spreads very fast, which it might, then lots and lots of 
people may have to self-isolate suddenly. Will there be exemptions 
for, for instance, NHS workers and lorry drivers and other critical - 
SJ: I don’t think, Andrew, at this point we can jump that far 
ahead. I think we have to just take this a stage at a time and take 
the responsible mitigating measures. Of course we keep this under 
review, and that is why the prime minister rightly said we hope 
these are all - certainly they will be temporary measures, but in 
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three weeks’ time we will have a review point and we will see 
where we are then. But at that point the difference will be we 
would have learnt a lot more about this variant. But also in that 
time it’s really vital, this is, that we will be able to vaccinate a lot 
more people. I want to make an even broader offer of vaccines, 
especially the boosters - you know, last week when I was on your 
show, I think I was saying we were at about 30 per cent of people 
in the UK or lower than that. Now we’re something like 36 per 
cent of all over the age of 12. We’ve done another two million 
boosters since I was on your programme last week. If you get me 
on again next week I think we will have done millions more. But 
the important is we’ve got to get people to come forward if they’re 
eligible and take that booster shot. The reason we are seeing 
hospitalisations fall over recent weeks is because of the booster 
programme, the most successful in the world, second only to the 
United States. it’s working and we need people to come forward. 
 
AM: Do you think people should work from home where possible? 
SJ: No. I don’t think that’s necessary. 
AM: Why not? 
SJ: Because this is about taking proportionate action against the 
risks that we face, and I think what we have set out yesterday and 
a couple of days before that, and the red-listing, these are the 
appropriate, responsible things to do.  
 
AM: The reason I ask about that is Sage, your advisers, are very, 
very clear. They say, ‘reintroduction of working from home 
guidance is likely to have the greatest individual impact on 
transmission out of the proposed measures.’ And yet you’ve ruled 
it out. 
SJ: Well, our scientific advisers, whether Sage or others, that’s 
their job. They give advice. Ministers need to decide. And one 
thing Ministers need -  
AM: (inaud.) 
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SJ: Well, our job is to take account of any scientific advice and 
then decide, and let’s remember, you know, in the past when 
we’ve taken such actions they also came with a really heavy cost 
on the economy, on people’s social lives and their mental health, 
and you know, I’ve seen so many problems in the NHS that were 
non-covid problems, you know, caused by previous lockdowns and 
things, so that’s another interest to people. 
 
AM: It’s a jittery morning, let’s be honest, what kind of Christmas 
are we looking forward to? 
SJ: Well, look, the reason we’ve set out these measures yesterday, 
the couple of days before that, is to protect the progress that 
we’ve made so that we can all continue to look forward to 
Christmas with our family and friends at least certainly. And I think 
in a few weeks’ time when we have that review point we’ll know a 
lot more about this variant. But you know, this government, I 
think what we’ve shown throughout this pandemic, but especially 
now, the last few days, is the role we play internationally in trying 
to combat covid, but also that we won’t hesitate to take swift 
action in a proportionate way whenever necessary. 
 
AM: Sajid Javid, Health Secretary, so much more we could talk 
about but thanks very much indeed for joining us this morning. 
(ends) 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           


