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SR: Anthony Fauci is the man who has advised both President 

Trump and President Biden during the pandemic, a controversial 

figure at times. I asked him if we are about to see a new 

worldwide wave of the virus. 

AF: Well, we certainly will be seeing increase in cases. What’s 

going on in Europe and the UK has not yet hit the United States. 

We still are having the decrement of cases, of hospitalisations and 

deaths. A little bit less sharp decline than a week or two ago, but 

we fully expect, because the same conditions which appear to be 

driving the resurgence of Omicron, particularly the BA2 sub-lineant 

variant of Omicron is a combination of three things: it’s the 

greater transmissibility of the BA2, it’s the relaxation of 

restrictions, particularly in the context of indoor masking in 

congregate settings, and also the fact that immunity, due to both 

vaccination as well as people who’ve been previously infected, 

tends to wane with Sars COVI 2, particularly with Omicron. So it is 

quite correct that we’re seeing increases in cases in most countries 

throughout the world. The important thing that we need to keep 

an eye on is that it doesn’t appear to be associated with any 

increase in severity in the form of increased hospitalisations. And, 

for example, in the UK they find that there is no increase it the 

utilisation of intensive care unit beds or in the all-cause mortality.  

 

SR: Because in the UK, just in the past week alone, there has 

been a significant rise and we’re reaching near record levels with 

people with covid. One in sixteen people in England had it last 

week alone. Are you saying we don’t need to worry about it any 

more? 

AF: No, I’m not saying that at all. Whenever you get any 

surgence, particularly of this virus that has given us so much 
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trouble, I would never say don’t worry about it. What I’m saying is 

that we have to observe it carefully. We have seen this uptick, and 

I believe there is an explanation for the uptick.  

 

SR: So should people be wearing masks again? 

AF: I don’t think this is going to be a uni-dimensional decision. I 

think each individual country, depending upon the circumstances 

in that country - and it ranges from everything is that what is the 

percentage of the population that’s vaccinated and boosted, what 

is the percentage that you estimate have already been infected, 

what is the hospital capacity in a particular country in case there is 

an increase in the need for the hospitalisation. 

 

SR: Do you see the foreseeable future as one of regular 

vaccination programmes? 

AF: I would not be surprised, even though there’s no guarantee, 

that we would require an intermittent boosting, somewhat similar 

to what we see about the requirement of a flu shot each year.  

 

SR: Is the right time for the UK to be getting rid of free testing? 

AF: I understand from some of my colleagues in the UK that they 

would like to continue the availability of free testing. But the 

resources are scarce. I mean, obviously when you have a situation 

where you’re trying to appropriately follow what the pattern of the 

outbreak is testing is important. It’s important not only to know 

where we’re going with the dynamics of the outbreak, but it’s 

important when people are infected, even though they’re 

asymptomatic. It would be important for them to isolate 

themselves according to the guidelines to prevent them from 

infecting other people. 

 

SR: Are people going to move into a moment now where they can 

live life as usual or could some variant come along and take us 

back to where we were, to lockdowns, to masks? 
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AF: Well, I don’t want to use the word lockdowns, that has a 

charged element to it. But I believe that we must keep our eye on 

the pattern of what we’re seeing with infections. Right now, I’ll 

take the United States for example, the cases continue to go 

down, the hospitalisations go down and the deaths go down. We 

are going in a gradual way towards what we all hope will be 

normal. Having said that, we need to be prepared for the 

possibility that would have another variant that would come along. 

And if things change and we do get a variant that goes give us an 

uptick in cases of hospitalisation we should be prepared and 

flexible enough to pivot towards going back at least temporarily to 

a more rigid type of restrictions such as requiring masks indoor. 

 

SR: I’m interested in your reluctance to use the word lockdown. 

Do you think, two years on, that they were worth it, or were they 

too severe? 

AF: You know, I don’t think we’re ever going to be able to 

determine what the right balance is. I think the restrictions, if you 

want to use that word, which I tend to shun away from, lockdown 

has certainly prevented a lot of infections, prevented a lot of 

hospitalisations and prevented a lot of deaths. Ther’s no doubt 

about that. Obviously when you do have that kind of restriction on 

society there are unintended negative consequences, particularly 

in children who are not allowed to go to school and the 

psychological and mental health aspects it has on children and the 

economic stress that it puts on society in general, on individual 

families. Obviously those are negative consequences that are unin 

tended. One has to look at the balance of lives saved, 

hospitalisations avoided.  

 

SR: Are we ever going to find out the truth of where Covid19 

came from? 

AF: Well, you know, given the fact that there’s such restrictions on 

ability to really investigate it, I’m not sure. Right now the data are 

accumulating over the last few months (are) much more heavily 
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weighted that this was a natural occurrence from an animal 

species. However, having said that, we must keep an open mind 

as to all possibilities of how that might have emerged.  

 

SR: We spoke to one of the WHO investigators who’d been to 

Wuhan to investigate how the virus started and they were 

prevented from seeing key details and from speaking to key 

people. Why do you think the Chinese government did that? 

AF: You know, I don’t want to create any, or mention any 

disparaging remarks about that, but the Chinese are very closed, 

in a way of being very reluctant, particularly when you have a 

disease that evolves in their country. They become extremely 

secretive, even though there’s no reason to be secretive. I think 

they were very concerned and maybe embarrassed that the virus 

evolved from their country. But there’s nothing wrong with that. 

So when they see something evolving in their own country they 

tend to have a natural reflex of not necessarily covering things up 

but not being very open and transparent.  

 

SR: But you said very publicly right at the start of the pandemic 

that you thought it was a direct result of the wet markets. How 

could you have been so certain so early on when you knew so 

little about the virus? 

AF: Well, I was never certain so early on. I have always kept an 

open mind. But when you look at the circumstances of the 

evolution, the similarity between that and the SARS COV-1 from 

2002-2003, I said, as did many other virologists who are very 

experienced in that, that the most likely ideology (sic) was a jump 

in species from an animal to the human. 

 

SR: Other scientists here as well signed an open letter in February 

2020 saying that they very strongly condemned conspiracy 

theories suggesting that Covid19 does not have a natural origin. 

Was the scientific community too quick to dismiss the possibility 

that it could have come from a laboratory? 
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AF: Well, I don’t think they were dismissing it. I think it’s been 

misinterpreted. Everyone has always kept an open mind. But the 

circumstances of how this evolved, the epidemiology as well as 

the similarity with what we know was a jumping of species from 

an animal to the human had many scientists, including myself, 

saying again - I have to repeat because I see the direction you’re 

going - no one ever said they were absolutely certain. I certainly 

never said that. I told you what I thought the most likely origin is. 

And many highly qualified scientists agreed with that. But we still 

must keep an  open mind, and I will repeat it for you today, that 

we must keep an open mind about this. 

 

SR: Is it just a coincidence that there is a huge coronavirus 

laboratory in Wuhan? 

AF: Well, I mean, it is not at all surprising that there’s a research 

lab in there. The Chinese were trying to figure out, and did 

successfully figure out, what the original ideology was of SARS 

COV1, and the very fact that we did have a SARS COV1 made it 

very, very clear that there would be a possibility that we would 

have another pandemic outbreak from the animal-human 

interface. So it makes very good sense that the Chinese would be 

studying this in earnest to try and find out how you could 

ultimately prevent the occurrence of another coronavirus 

outbreak, which in fact we did have.  

 

SR: Since covid began we have had more problems in winter, 

things have got worse in the winter. Do you expect this winter to 

be as straightforward or do you expect it to be difficult again? 

AF: You know, I think it’s really unpredictable. This virus has 

fooled us so often. We’ve had multiple waves, not only in the 

United States but throughout the world. Alpha, Beta, Delta, 

Omicron. We really don’t know. And I think anyone who says 

they’re going to predict with any certainty what’s going to happen 

in the winter, I think it’s a bit of a stretch. I think we just have to 

do the best we can to prevent this, and the easiest way to do that 
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is to get as many people vaccinated as we possibly can and to get 

boosters for those who are eligible for boosters. 

 

SR: Dr Fauci, thank you so much for your time. 

END                                                                        


