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SR: The Shadow Foreign Secretary, David Lammy, joins me now, 

good morning.   

 

DL: Good morning.  

 

SR: You called it a thumping victory in Wakefield, it certainly was 

a victory but it was a what, 12.7% swing there compared to what 

the Liberal Democrats achieved in Devon, that was a 30% swing; 

thumping victory?   

 

DL:  I don’t think you can make comparisons like that, completely 

different seats.  12.7% swing from the Conservatives to Labour, if 

that was replicated across the country we would be forming the 

next government and I would be Foreign Secretary and Keir 

Starmer would be the Prime Minister, that’s what the result tells 

us, and it builds on the good results that we had in the local 

elections.  

 

When I was knocking on doors in Wakefield and let me say, I was 

in West Yorkshire last time round, in the General Election result 

people were saying that they were going to vote Conservative, 

they had a very heavy heart but they didn’t feel able to put an X 

by Labour’s name.  That had transformed in this by-election in just 

two and a half years; why?  Because they had lost faith, 

confidence, trust in Boris Johnson, they thought he lacked 

integrity and they didn’t think that Boris Johnson was waking up 

every morning thinking about their concerns, their cost of living 

concerns, their costs for their kids’ education, the queues that 
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they we were waiting for in the NHS for their GP and all the rest of 

it.  That’s why Labour was both the party of change and the party 

that is persuading Conservatives to vote Labour.  We cannot form 

a government if there aren’t people in the country who would vote 

Conservative but are choosing to vote Labour.  That’s what we 

saw in Wakefield.   

 

SR: What happened in Devon then, because your vote completely 

collapsed, you lost your deposit?  

 

DL: Well in Devon the Conservatives lost by a staggering amount 

and there would’ve been Labour voters there that made a decision 

that they would lend their vote to the Liberal Democrats because 

they wanted to see the back of Boris Johnson.  Look, right across 

the country, north and south, people are switching away from the 

Conservatives, let’s be clear, Tiverton is a seat that Labour has 

never held, they didn’t hold in this century, didn’t hold it in the last 

century, that’s not a seat we would expect to win.  The Tories lost 

it, they lost it by a great amount, they lost Wakefield as well.  

 

SR: But you were second in the general election in Tiverton and 

Honiton, and yet your vote completely collapsed in this by-

election.   

 

DL: I don’t think collapsed is the right way to put it… 

 

SR: Well you lost your deposit.  

 

DL: And the Liberal Democrats lost their deposits in Wakefield.  

The truth is people look at the Conservatives, they don’t want to 

put their vote by the Conservatives and they’re going to go for the 

party that’s in the best position to beat them; in Wakefield it was 

us, in Tiverton it was the Liberal Democrats.  

 

SR: Ed Miliband had six by-elections and did a swing of more than 
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10% to Labour; he went on to lose, what happened in Wakefield 

does that really say that you are actually on track for government?  

 

DL: I don’t want to be complacent; of course there’s more to do, 

but I do want to emphasise, two and a half years ago people were 

writing the Labour Party off, they say it’d be a decade out of 

power, in a very short space of time Keir Starmer has turned this 

Labour Party around, it’s now the party of change in this country, 

it’s now a party where Conservatives are choosing to put an X by 

Labour, that is a fantastic turn of events.  We go on, of course, we 

need to continue to set out our vision, our policies as we head 

towards the next general election, a manifesto, but we are in very, 

very good shape given the situation we were in in 2019.  

  

SR: Was there any pact with the Lib Dems at all, unofficial, 

official?   

 

DL: No pact with the Liberal Democrats, we fight for every single 

seat.  I’ve got to say, my sense is that the British people do not 

want politicians to stitch up who wins an election in formal pacts, 

they want the choice, they want to be able to look at the policies, 

look at the parties and make that choice themselves.  There will 

be no pacts with any political party before the next general 

election.   

 

SR: Even the SNP, would you not consider… 

 

DL: There will be no pacts with the SNP, there will be no pacts 

with the Liberal Democrats, there will be no pacts with the Greens.  

 

SR: Well you look at what happened in Devon and you do wonder 

about the Labour vote then, wouldn’t it be sensible for you to 

have some sort of pact?  
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DL: Actually Sophie I don’t think it would because what you saw is 

that the electorate is able to make their own judgement, they 

don’t need politicians to fix it for them, so we don’t need a pact.  

 

SR: Let’s talk about strikes and the strikes, the RMT strikes last 

week, 50 MPs went against the wishes of the Party Leader and 

joined the RMT picket lines last week.  What is going to happen to 

them, what will the repercussions be? 

 

DL: Well I suspect the Chief Whip will be speaking to them next 

week and making it very clear that a serious party of government 

does not join picket lines.  It’s likely that there will continue to be 

disputes over the coming weeks and months; we’re in a cost of 

living crisis and people will no doubt be concerned about rising 

inflation and where their salaries are as a result of that.  A serious 

party of government, in government, is in the business of 

negotiation, sitting down with both those who are striking and 

management who make these working conditions, and so, look, I 

don’t think it’s helpful to stand on picket lines.  

 

SR: And yet 50 MPs, Labour MPs went against Keir Starmer and 

the leadership’s wishes; has he lost control of his own MPs? 

 

DL: Keir Starmer has not lost control of his own MPs, we’ve just 

seen the parties that have lost control are parties that lose votes, 

and I think that’s the Conservatives, and the Prime Minister has 

lost his backbenches.  The Labour Party is in a strong position with 

strong leadership and a clear direction of travel.  I haven’t seen 

the numbers, and I’ve seen that there’s some photos that have 

been put out that are actually previous strikes, not the current 

strikes, so I don’t know if the number is in fact 50, but there’s no 

suggestion at all of dispute within the Party.  

 



DAVID LAMMY 

SR: But if they didn’t defy here, or if he hasn’t lost control, yet 

they did defy him, and do we just need to accept that the Labour 

Party is still deeply divided?  

 

DL: The Labour Party is not divided.  Look, let’s be clear, the 

name is Labour and it’s Labour for a reason.  It’s Labour because 

we historically want to associate ourselves with working people 

wherever they are across the country; and let’s take this rail 

strikes; working people find it very hard when they can’t get to 

work to make a living.  But equally there are working people who 

work on the railways who are seeing their pay diminished and 

have concerns about redundancies at this time.  The way to deal 

with that is through negotiation, getting around the table; the 

drive - the government is currently stoking it, refusing to lead, 

they’re delighted to have a battle with the unions and to hark back 

to the 1970s, they’re not actually getting on with the serious 

business of government.  

 

SR: The name is Labour as you just said, the RMT Leader, Mick 

Lynch, said this week that the Labour Party should be on the side 

of the working people and shouldn’t be uncomfortable supporting 

the unions and their actions, do you agree?  

 

DL: Well the RMT isn’t an affiliated union with the Labour Party, 

it’s important to stress that.  I think it’s also important to say that 

we’ve got to support working people wherever they are in the 

country and that is obviously beyond RMT union members.  There 

are working people who use the trains to get to work, there are 

working people who are not in unionised industries and 

businesses, so we support all working people, all of them feeling 

the pinch at this time because of this government who’s got no 

plan on the economy, no plan to deal with cost of living, no plan 

to deal with inflation, no plan on crime, no plan on hospitals, no 

plan on education.  
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SR: So what about GMB and Unite workers who are the unions 

representing the BA check-in staff, the ones who say they’re going 

to go on strike, who’ve balloted for strike this summer, who could 

ruin a lot of peoples’ summer holidays, they’re balloting for strike 

because of a 10% pay cut that was imposed on them during the 

pandemic, they want it reversed; do you support them?  Will you 

stand with them? 

 

DL: Well look all of us are feeling the pinch with inflation.  Many of 

us might want a rise of 10%, in truth most people understand it’s 

unlikely that you’re going to get that.  It’s a negotiation and it’s 

absolutely would not be right, it would not be responsible 

opposition if I suggested yes to every strike, you should get your – 

no one would think… 

 

SR: Do you support them or not?  

 

DL: No I don’t, no I don’t, it is a no, it’s a categorical no.  

 

SR: Why?  

 

DL: Because I’m serious about the business of being in 

government and the business of being in government is that you 

support negotiation.  Now every single dispute will be different, 

most of them are not just on salary, many are on conditions, 

many are on modernisation, some are on pensions, so it would be 

slightly binary to suggest it was solely about salary.  But 

responsible government negotiates; this government is in the 

driving seat, this government isn’t negotiating, this government is 

not supporting reaching a compromise… 

 

SR: Well this particular strike is British Airways obviously isn’t it? 

 

DL: Yeah, but look, look at what’s happening in Britain, we’ve got 

queues in all our airports, both on the security side and both 
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waiting for your luggage.  You can’t get a passport, you can’t get 

a driving licence; you know, the country’s in a standstill, it’s not 

Labour Party in the driving seat, it’s the Conservatives in the 

driving seat.  They’re running the country and they’re running it 

very badly; we’re now in backlog Britain.  

 

SR: Let me ask you about the story on the front of the Sunday 

Telegraph today, which is about steel tariffs, and the Prime 

Minister reportedly going, considering imposing tariffs on imported 

steel to protect jobs in the British steel industry in the North of 

England, would you back him doing that?  

 

DL: Yes, well look I… 

 

SR: Even if it broke international law? 

 

DL: I think it’s the extension that he was suggesting, it’s the 

extension that both the European Union and the Americans have 

continued with, so we would support him.  Steel workers support 

him, the unions support him, industry support him and Labour 

does support him.   

 

SR: What about leadership, let me just quickly ask you about that, 

because we were talking last week about Keir Starmer apparently 

telling some of his colleagues to prepare for some sort of 

succession, would you, if that were the case, throw your hat in the 

ring?  

 

DL: Let me be absolutely clear, I co-chaired Keir Starmer’s 

campaign, he is going to be the next prime minister… 

 

SR: We don’t know what Durham Police have to say yet.  

 

DL: …he continues to lead this Party and I’m totally against any 

suggestion that we should be sort of preparing for some sort of 
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succession, it’s ridiculous.  The Labour Party’s in the strongest 

position we’ve been in for many, many years, don’t break what is 

working.   

 

SR: David Lammy thank you very much.  

 

Ends 


