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ANDREW MARR: As American Secretary of State, Hillary Rodham 

Clinton had an eagle's eye view of world crises. Those experiences 

have been used to write a novel, one on which she's collaborated 

with author Louise Penny. "State of Terror" is a thriller set in an 

uncertain world where a Secretary of State finds herself caught up 

in a heart-pounding race against time. The seeds of the story 

were sown when Louise asked Hillary "what kept her up at night" 

when she was in charge of the State Department.  

 

Hillary Clinton: Well, I answered that by giving her three examples 

and one of them was nuclear weapons falling into the hands of 

terrorists and I knew from my time as Secretary of State and even 

before that in the Senate that terrorists were always seeking that. 

They were on the black market. They were on the dark web. And 

whether it would be a dirty bomb or something more sophisticated 

that would be used. 

 

Andrew Marr: It’s not impossible. 

HC: No, it’s not at all. 

L: No, and that’s what was so terrifying was that when she said 

the nuclear possibility for terrorists, and that’s a – you know the 

terrifying idea but it’s not exactly a plot. So I said, well how could 

it happen? And that‘s when you walked through the whole Afghan 

scenario which at the time – this was 18 months – no, just over a 

year ago, was prescient.  

 

AM: It is extraordinary that you describe the western scuttle,  

withdrawal from Afghanistan. I just wondered how you felt 

emotionally when it actually happened. You’d written it and then it 

happened! 
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H?: Well I was devastated, Andrew and I had been to Afghanistan 

obviously numerous times now. I worried about terrorists finding a 

safe haven again. So when it happened, as I knew it would 

because of the deal that Trump  had signed before the Biden 

administration to withdraw, it was just a matter of time. The 

trajectory was set. I still was heartbroken to see the impact. The 

Taliban turning back the clock.  

L: And we were actually together when that happened.  It was 

something to watch Hillary on the phone eight hours a day trying 

to get mostly the women out. 

H: Right. 

 

AM: I must ask you about the way it was written because I know 

of a lot of politicians who’ve written novels. I’ve known very few 

politicians who’ve written novels that are then readable. 

(laughing) 

H: Oh bless you for that.  And I have found the perfect 

collaborator, Andrew.  

 

 

AM: ....(inaudible) 

H: Yeah, you know, here’s how we finally figured out what we 

were going to do, because the idea when it was brought to us I 

thought was, you know, way out there and I wasn’t sure it was a 

good one at all. 

L: Neither were the publishers.  

H: No, and they said to us, well okay write an outline. So that’s 

what we did...and it got to where you know I would ask a 

question and Louise said no no that won’t work, but how about 

this and I would  say well okay great. And it just became the most 

lively and for me liberating experience.  

 

AM: Liberating also I suspect because you’re able to say things in 

fiction that you wouldn’t sit down and say if you were writing a 

memoir. 
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C: Yes, true. 

AM: And there are lots of extraordinary characters. There’s a 

President, previous President who is controlled by sinister right 

wing forces and we have absolutely no idea who you’re talking 

about. 

C: Yes, we don’t do we? And you know I have to tell you this is a 

point which Louise made which really struck me.   If we had 

presented this outline to a publisher five years ago, where we had 

a reckless, heedless, narcissistic President who oftentimes didn’t 

even know how he was being manipulated by adversaries from 

without and within, they would have said, no, don’t you think? 

L: Yeah, and now what people are trying to do is figure out how 

much is true and how much is fiction. 

 

AM: Absolutely.  

 

LP: In the book we talk about the vast silence and what comes out 

of the vast silence, what lives in the vast silence and I think this is 

partly a call for action for people to speak up. You know there are 

lot of people there who know what the truth is and who know 

what right is and who have chosen to prop up the big lie.  

 

H: Yeah you know, Andrew that’s the most shocking thing to me. I 

was in the United States Senate for eight years. Some of the same 

people I served with are still there. Honestly they’re like cult 

members, not like leaders of a political party. 

 

AM: But nonetheless President Biden’s numbers are falling like a 

stone at the moment and  there are a lot of hard decisions to be 

taken about America over the next year or so.  

 

HC: I think we’re at a point that it’s imperative the President 

passes the legislation that he has proposed, and there are three 

big pieces. The infrastructure Bill, the Reconciliation Bill which has 

climate and other security for family legislation, and then a Voting 
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Rights Bill to try to nip in the bud what some of these states are 

attempting to do. I served with Joe Biden both in the Senate and 

in President Obama’s  cabinet. If he gets all of this past and he 

does a good job of explaining it and you know, claiming credit for 

it I think we’ll be okay.   

 

AM: Just coming slightly closer to home sitting in London there’s 

another strange fictional creation which is the British Prime 

Minister who has bizarre hair, speaks in Latin a lot of the time, a 

bit posh but cleverer than you think.  

C: Well you know you see now that is very important to us. None 

of the characters are caricatures, so yes, he starts off being sort of 

a little  bellicose  and yes  

AM: .... 

H: Kind of. But then he also plays a very – a vital role later on. 

AM: And you’ve dealt with him yourself. What’s  your own 

impression of him? 

H: I do think it’s imperative that the Prime Minister do what he 

can to stop the rise in Covid in the UK. He doesn’t need to shut 

the society down but he does need to mandate vaccines  

AM: By mandate that’s you would call vaccine passports. Insist 

that people coming into buildings, into clubs into restaurants –  

H: Yeah, yeh and employers. I mean part of what we’ve done in 

New York for example is all of the big health systems, hospitals 

and the like, they’ve mandated vaccines. And so for example one 

very large one, 77,000 employees, a thousand refused to get 

vaccinated, they were fired. And I think you’ve got to make it clear 

that we’re not going to go back to lockdown, that is not going to 

happen, but if you don’t get vaccinated and if you don’t have 

proof of vaccination when you go to a club or a restaurant and 

employers don’t enforce vaccines, we may see some problems  

here in the UK as the  weather gets colder and people are forced 

back inside again. 
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AM: You mention the weather, both of your countries have faced 

extraordinary weather situations in the past year or so and this 

coming up to COP 26, the climate conference, very very 

important. Now Hillary you were involved back in Paris in setting 

the 1.5 degrees, that is there should be no warming higher than 

1.5 degrees  If that 1.5 degree is not still there, is not agreed and 

clear after Glasgow has Glasgow failed? 

H: Well I’m very disappointed that some of the major emitters, 

such as China, Russia, India, will not be represented at the highest 

levels of their leadership. So we can have an agreement coming 

out of Glasgow and I actually think we will have an agreement. I 

think we’ll have a lot of countries showing up saying here’s – you 

know we’re getting serious, we’ve seen the results – in our 

country we’ve seen floods and droughts and terrible intense 

storms and the like. 

L: Fires, fire in Canada. 

H: Fires, I mean the wild fires everywhere. So I think we will have 

an agreement but if these three big emitters, most particularly 

China don’t come to the table whether their leaders are there or 

not and say you know we’ve got to be part of the solution then it’s 

not a failure for Glasgow, it’s a failure for them and they are going 

to reap the consequences but so will we all. 

 

AM: Clearly for the world if we don’t keep to 1.5 that’s a failure. 

C: I think we should try. I think we absolutely should try. I mean 

the pandemic was a period of lockdown but unfortunately the 

numbers coming out of the pandemic over the last year  and a 

half show that we’re even further away from reaching that goal. 

And so we have to increase our efforts to try to do what needs to 

be done.  

 

AM: We’ve talked a lot of fairly doomy subjects. Terrorism, nuclear 

terrorism, the pandemic, global climate change, Louise in this 

slightly scary book, it’s scary at times, is there a message of hope 

at the end? 
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L: There is there is. This is really – it is about all that you’ve just 

described and it’s meant to propulsive and thrilling and there are 

explosions, but really you know at its heart it’s about relationships, 

it’s about trust, it’s about as I mention in my acknowledgement at 

the end, it’s about friendship and it’s about courage.  

 

Thank you both very much for talking to us.  

 

Ends  


