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AM: Can I ask you first of all whether you think that what’s going 
on in Central Europe and Germany at the moment is going to 
rebound on us? 
A: Well, if we look at what’s happening in other countries at the 
moment they’re just experiencing the start of another wave of 
spread of infection, and the reason why the virus spreads is a 
combination of changes in social distancing, whether that’s 
lockdown measures or mask wearing. And plus the immunity in 
the population. We’ve actually had some spread going on since 
the summer and so I think it’s unlikely that we’re going to see the 
very sharp rise in the next few months that’s just been seen –  
AM:But in a sense we’re ahead of that. 
A: We’re already ahead of that, with this particular virus, the Delta 
variant.  
 
AM: Now it’s very easy to take things for granted and we take for 
granted now the fact that we’ve got a vaccine but it wasn’t 
inevitable. Can I ask  you where we would be now without the 
vaccine? 
A: Well, today obviously we have – with the Oxford vaccine – got 
to two billion doses but if you look at all of the developers we’re at 
7.6 billion doses out there. And without those 7.6 billion doses 
globally, we’d be in a very different situation. So we just look at 
the UK the predictions last year were that there would be between 
300 and 500,000 deaths. And actually when you look at the data 
on lives saved so far, this year, we’re actually not far off where we 
– to actually think that that is the right number, that we might 
have been at around about 300,000 deaths by now without a 
vaccine. 
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AM: That’s an extraordinarily high  number which we’ve escaped 
so far. Part of the reason of course that we’re doing well at the 
moment is the booster vaccine, topping up. Do  you think it’s the 
right thing to extend that now to 30 year olds and 20 year olds at 
a time when a lot of the world is not yet properly vaccinated? 
 
A: Well we have different measures that can be used and we’re 
seeing that across Europe in order to try to limit the spread of the 
virus and particularly to the unvaccinated. And those include the 
measures like social distancing, lockdowns and vaccination. And 
vaccines give very good immunity after two doses. But for 
infection that does wane over time and we’ve seen that, that we 
know that people can be infected and get relatively mild 
infections, even if they’ve been vaccinated.  So boosters will top 
that up and there’s very good data just released this week from 
the Health Security Agency showing that those boosters will 
reduce the spread of the virus, so vaccinating people at this 
moment will have a further effect on reducing transmission here. 
 
AM: But in terms of younger people who are much less likely to 
get seriously sick there’s not an endless supply of the vaccine. Is it 
the right thing for them to get boosters before other parts of the 
world have got any vaccines? 
A: Well, if you’re phone today was at about 75% charged and 
mine was at 5% I think it would be easy to work out who should 
get the phone charger. It should be me. And of course that’s 
where we are today. We’ve got around about 75% of the whole 
population here in the UK vaccinated. In low income countries 
we’re still at 5%. So we really do need to get doses to those 
populations. 
 
AM: There’s been  a suggestion that five year olds should be 
vaccinated in the papers today. Wonder what you think about 
that? 
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A: Well we are seeing lots of transmission already has happened 
in younger children as well as in teenagers and so we have quite a 
lot of immunity building in those age groups from infection. And 
remember there are two things that actually put us in the UK in a 
good position at the moment. One has been that we’ve had quite 
a lot of transmission already which boosts the immune responses 
that people already have plus vaccination. 
 
AM: So are we pretty close to herd immunity now do you think? 
A: Well it depends what you mean by herd immunity. If you mean 
stopping the virus that can no longer spread, that’s not going to 
be a thing. Unfortunately this virus is going to be with us for the 
decades ahead. If you mean slowing it down,  then that’s 
something which the vaccines are already doing. 
 
AM: Week after week, month after month I’ve been sitting here on 
Sundays saying, Covid is the problem. Or at least behaving as if it 
was the problem. Are we now at the stage where it is simply a 
problem? 
A: Well from a global perspective that’s absolutely not the case 
with the news today about what’s happening across Europe shows  
that. So it remains a major global public health problem. The 
predictions between now and next March are for somewhere 
between 700,000 and a million deaths worldwide, so it is still a 
major global public health problem, unfortunately.  
 
AM: In this country less so.  
A: In this country at this moment the balance is shifting because 
of the vaccine programme that has been in place. 
 
AM: Until of course there’s the possibility of another variant? 
A: Well further variants would have to be better than Delta that’s 
spreading and Delta can even spread in vaccination populations. 
Now the boosters are going to slow that down but over time we 
don’t know how long that boosting effect will last. So the decisions 
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about what happens in the future to continue to slow that down 
are difficult to know at the moment. But variants to be better than 
Delta will have to be pretty good. 
 
AM: That is a very cheerful note to end on. Sir Andrew thank you 
very much indeed for talking to us. 
 
ENDS  


