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AM: Omicron cases in London are increasing at an alarming rate. 
It’s become the test bed for the rest of the country, and the 
Labour Mayor of London is Sadiq Khan. Welcome, Sadiq Khan. Can 
I ask you about your state of emergency that you’ve declared? 
The last time you did this the numbers of covid patients in 
hospitals in London were about a fifth of what they were last time 
you declared (sic), so they are a fifth now of what they were last 
time, so why have you done it  now? 
SK: I’m afraid over the last few days we’ve seen a major surge of 
Omicron. So although those in hospital is less than it was this time 
last year, including those on ventilators, the number of positive 
cases is way above. So the last 24 hours, Andrew, we’ve had 
almost 30,000 confirmed new cases, in the last seven days more 
than 130,000 confirmed new cases. So the direction of travel is 
only going one way, with cases doubling over two days. But here’s 
the big problem: those who work in the NHS, think of GPs, A&Es, 
in those hospitals, and nurses, but also the fire service, the police  
service, local authorities, they’re seeing record numbers of staff 
absences, and the worry is our ability to look after people who are 
unwell and need public services. That’s why we’ve declared the 
major emergency. The prime minister’s convened a Cobra - I 
won’t be there, I’m not invited. We’re hoping that he understands 
the scale of the challenges our city is facing.  
 
AM: Do you want him to bring in new restrictions? 
SK: Well, I think if new restrictions are brought in - and by the 
way it’s inevitable - there must, must, must be a major package of 
financial support for our hospitality, culture and retail. December is 
the crucial month for them. People have cancelled bookings, 
people aren’t going to the West End, so the government must step 
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in because the health of individuals is linked to the health of our 
economy. 
 
AM: So that’s really interesting, but I was asking you do you think 
we need more restrictions? 
SK: I think it’s inevitable. I think the key thing there is for us to 
have a cool, calm discussion around Cobra, look at the science, 
look at the trends. But I think if we don’t bring in new restrictions 
sooner rather than later you’re going to see even more positive 
cases and potentially public services like the NHS on the verge of 
collapse, if not collapsing.  
 
AM: So what new restrictions and when? 
SK: I think one of the things we need to be looking into is what 
can we do to reduce the transmission. One of the things we can 
do is less social mixing. 
AM: (inaudible) 
SK: Well, one of the things that I do know is the impacts on 
people’s wellbeing and mental health by not mixing. So Christmas 
is important, even for those of us that don’t celebrate religiously, 
you get time off, you get to see your family. So I think we should 
be able to celebrate Christmas safely. But I think sooner rather 
than later we’re going to have to look at social distancing, we’re 
going to have to look at household mixing, because if we don’t the 
number of cases are only going one way. And the issue isn’t the 
seriousness of the consequences, it’s not just that, it’s also the 
numbers of people who have the virus. 
 
AM: So, you know, as the boss of London, as it were, a lot of 
Londoners are very worried at the moment wondering how they 
should behave over the next few days and weeks and will be 
looking to you for a lead. Can I ask you, do you think people 
should be going to pubs and restaurants now? 
SK: If they can do so safely. One of the things I realise, people 
should - 
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AM: If they can do so safely, what does that mean? 
SK: So pubs and restaurants and bars have worked so hard to 
make their places covid-safe, so if we’re going out do a lateral 
flow test. Make sure you keep a social distance where you can. 
Wear a face mask where you can’t keep a social distance. Make 
sure you’ve been boosted. You know, yesterday we had more than 
a 100,000 boosters in our city. Every minute we’re boostering 100 
more people. So you know, make it a point to go to one of our 
walk-in centres. We have now had more than 2.5 million 
Londoners receiving the booster. There are still many more who 
need a booster. But also get your first vaccine and your second 
vaccine. 
 
AM: Should Londoners be planning new year parties? 
SK: I think it depends what sort of parties you’re planning. If it is 
with your family, direct family at home, of course that’s fine. I 
think you’ve got to recognise, if you’re meeting with strangers, if 
you have not had a lateral flow test on that day, if you can’t keep 
a social distance, if there’s not good ventilation, you may be 
passing the virus on if you’ve got it without showing symptoms, or 
you may be getting it. I’d err on the side of caution. 
 
AM: Chris Witty, the government adviser, has said don’t mix with 
people you don’t have to. and that would sound to many people 
like don’t have parties. 
SK: Yeah, well, listen, I’ve not had the benefit, I’m afraid, of 
listening to Chris Witty directly, but I trust Chris Witty. He’s got 
the experience, the expertise, and he’s got the data. And if that’s 
the advice from the Chief Medical Officer, I’d rather listen to him 
than others who are advising against that. 
 
AM: It seems to me that what’s going on at the moment is that we 
don’t have an official lockdown underpinned by legislation, law 
and the government; we’ve got a kind of informal lockdown. You 
walk around London and you look in pub windows at eight o’clock 
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in the evening and they’re almost empty. Restaurants are having a 
really hard time. A whole series of big shows have closed in the 
West End. How serious is the crisis now for the centre of London? 
SK: It’s potentially existential. I’ve been spending a lot of time 
over the last week speaking to those who run our theatres, run 
our hotels, run our bars, run our restaurants, run live music. 
They’ve seen bookings cancelled by more than 50 per cent. 
They’ve seen fewer people going to their businesses than this time 
in previous Decembers. Many of these businesses will go bust. 
And by the way, one out of six jobs in our city are in hospitality or 
culture. That’s why it’s crucial for the government - it’s cheaper to 
support businesses with grants, with business rates relief and the 
furlough than to go bust. 
 
AM: Sadiq Khan, this existential crisis wouldn’t have been 
happening if earlier on you’d been able to get the number of 
people vaccinated and boosted much higher. We’ve talked about 
this endlessly on the programme, but again and again and again 
we talk about there’s going to be a new programme to get more 
vaccinated and it frankly doesn’t work. What’s going wrong? 
SK: Well, notwithstanding in London there being a younger 
population, more mobile, more diverse, less likely to register with 
a GP, the numbers of vaxxes is going up hugely. 15.5 million 
vaxxes in our city. 2.5 million boosters. And each dare more and 
more. 
 
AM: It’s still very low compared to the rest of the country. 
SK: Well, it isn’t compared to other global cities. I mean, if we 
were speaking a few weeks ago, London had the fewest number 
of cases, the case rate was the lowest, we were lowest in the 
country by region. We’re now the highest. Why? Because of the 
surge of Omicron. 
 
AM: Is there anything more you can do right now to get more 
people in London vaccinated? 
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SK: Yes, we are working with those in black communities, Jewish 
communities, Muslim communities, Eastern Europeans, to get 
more and more of those not vaccinated at all receiving the 
vaccine. There’s some good news. In the last week alone more 
than 30,000 first time vaccines, more than 30,000 receiving a 
second dose, each day more and more are stepping up. Just to 
those watching this, the vaccine gives you an extra layer of 
protection, the booster protects you by more than 30 per cent. 
Speak to you friends and your families and your neighbours, ask 
them the question have they received the first vaccine, the second 
vaccine and the booster. 
 
AM: Last week on the show Keir Starmer, the leader of the Labour 
Party, said that it looked as though Boris Johnson had broken the 
law over the Christmas party last year. Do you agree? 
SK: From what I’ve seen, I’ve looked at the evidence, it does 
appear that way. What’s important though, is for us to understand 
that actually if rule makers are seen to be rule breakers it’s hardly 
surprising that people don’t follow additional announcements 
made by the government.  
 
AM: So you’re in charge of how the Met spends its money. Should 
the Metropolitan Police therefore be investigating this breaking of 
the law? 
SK: It’s very important because I’m not police and crime 
commissioner, I allow the police to have operational 
independence. Just imagine if me as a politician directed the police 
to investigate a politician from a different party. What confidence 
would the public have? 
 
AM: But you are in charge of the money. Would it be a waste of 
money for the Metropolitan Police to investigate Downing Street 
parties? 
SK: You know, that’s a smart Andrew Marr way of asking the same 
question another way. And by the way, listen, as somebody who’s 
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sat in the hot seat many times over your 16 years, I can afford to 
… by the way, congratulations on your how, best of luck for the 
future.  
 
AM: Lucky I’m from Dundee, so I won’t get emotional. Thanks 
very much indeed. 
(ends) 
 


