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A: Certainly – certainly we do not withhold it for political reasons, 

but gas – this is at the pump station of course.  

 

AM: So the President has described allegations that this is politically 

motivated as blather and yet the Deputy Prime Minister, Alexander 

Novak said that Nordstream 2 which is the gas pipeline running 

through to Germany which is still being help up for approval, he 

says approval would give a ‘positive signal’ and cool off the current 

situation.  So which of them is right? 

 

A: I don’t see any contradiction. Not at all. What is absolutely a fact 

of life is that the pipeline, Nordstream 2 does exist. It is ready. It is 

prepared for use and we expect our final go ahead from Germany. 

So soon as it will be – it happen then of course, new gas supplies 

will come from this pipeline which is shorter for 2,000 kilometres 

which provides much cleaner gas because it is new and more  

equipment and the pipeline itself is very new and modern. It is 

definitely cheaper than the gas which is going right now. 

 

AM: So if the Germans don’t give approval quickly will Russia, 

nonetheless, carry on increasing the amount of gas for western 

Europe? 

 

A: For as much as we can do that. We have increased supplies via 

Ukraine by 10% but as we understand we cannot do more because 

the equipment at this pipeline has never been modernised and has 

never been reconstructed. So it is simply dangerous to use it. 

 

AM: We’ve looked at the publicly available data and we can’t see 

any evidence that Russia has increased supply through the Ukraine 

by 10%. 
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A: Oh it’s – as – look, once again I am not a big specialist in that 

but gas travels at not speed of light of course. It goes very slowly 

by that, so what do you expect? Once the President has said?? and 

tomorrow prices will go down. This is not possible.  

 

AM: So are  you saying, to be clear, you’re doing everything you 

possibly can to get more gas and cheaper gas to Europe? 

A: It is a very specific question. 

AM: Yes. 

A: But with – it is obvious that with the putting into work of 

Nordstream 2 will facilitate the issue.  

 

AM: So the political worry as you know in western Europe is that 

Nordstream 2 gives Russia huge powers over the energy supplies 

to Europe and in a sense, if you are displeased by something 

western European governments are doing you don’t need missiles, 

you don’t need a navy, you don’t need an army you just need a tap.  

 

A: Very interesting.  You know I have a tap – in the basement of 

my Embassy and it is with me whether I will close it or open it. Of 

course it is nonsense.  

 

AM: Would it take the approval of Nordstream 2 to get gas prices 

back to normal? 

 

A: It’s a question for really marketologists and specialists. 

 

AM: So from the 1st of November, whether there’s approval or not,  

will gas supplies increase? 

 

A: I cannot say this question. I simply do not know. But we have, 

as I said, we increase it by 15% right now and I do believe that 

President knows what he is saying first of all, of course he’s certain, 

we fully believe that it has been done. 
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AM: Does President Putin, do yourself, and yourself, do you 

understand quite the pressure that’s being put on British families, 

European families, their budgets and indeed on European 

companies by this? It is a really, really big crisis point for Europe.  

A: No, of course we do read, we watch what is happening in the 

United Kingdom, but United Kingdom, as far as I understand, has 

only – the share of gas from here is about 3%. It is just nothing. 

But I will say of course if – it will be an opportunity we will come to 

rescue. We will do what we can of course to alleviate difficult 

conditions which are now being created, a real crisis. 

 

AM: One of the other things the United Kingdom is doing is hosting 

the Climate Change Summit, COP next month in Glasgow.  We read 

that President Xi of China is unlikely to come. Is President Putin 

going to come? 

A: As I understand decision on his trip has not been taken yet, but 

we send a large delegation and believe me it will be a delegation 

that will consist of more than 200 people. The government will be 

represented at very high level.   

 

AM: At the moment Russia is one of the bigger polluters around the 

planet, bigger producers of carbon dioxide I should say. Will the 

Russian team come to COP with concrete clear plans about cutting 

carbon emissions inside Russia? 

A: We take the issue very seriously and  we do believe that we need 

to work towards the goal of improving the situation and you know 

that the day before yesterday President has announced that we now 

have set a goal of reaching carbon, hydrocarbon neutrality by 2060, 

like China.  We are not very much in a hurry. We do not want to 

jump. We do not believe that putting artificial goals - it is not very 

much calculated goals will help in this situation.  

 

AM: And yet this a crisis for the whole planet and that is  a later 

date than many other countries are setting.  
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A: A later date, is it not very much later date, because the idea is 

to set up the goal of 2050. But at this moment I can say by this 

time we intend to have lower emissions than the whole Europe, so 

we have different plans in play. 

 

AM: Let me ask you about Sarah Rainsford - she was told that she 

was a threat to the security of the Russian Federation. Nobody has 

explained to her or to the BBC why that – what that means. 

A: Wrong. Not only to her but we have also explained it to Foreign 

Office and to the others that this step has been done because our 

journalists here are very badly treated, in the sense that they’re 

being expelled a year earlier and they are – and we are just expect 

that the situation will be reversed. Sarah has also been told that as 

soon as our correspondent of Tass News Agency will receive a visa 

to enter United Kingdom she may return. 

 

AM: So this is a tit for tat thing going on and yet she was old at the 

border that she was a threat to the security of the Russian 

Federation.  

A: I haven’t heard that. 

AM: She wasn’t, was she? 

A: At which border was  she –  

AM: At the Russian border.  

A: At the Russian border. Did you hear it yourself?  

 

AM: I mean it may be that the reason for all of this is that she was 

returning from Belarus at the time where she had been asking 

President Lukashenko some pretty tough questions. Perhaps that 

was connected? 

A: No, no. This lady, as I have said, may return as when we will see 

that our journalists are getting visa to enter the United Kingdom to 

work. 

 

AM: And yet she was told that she was being because of and I 

quote: “Activities hostile to the Russian Federation.” What activities? 
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A: You heard it yourself.  Well in general, speaking about what has 

being written in the United Kingdom newspapers and press about 

Russia it’s very bad I will say.  

 

AM: All right. Well let’s turn to where she had been reporting from 

which is Belarus. Do you think it’s acceptable to forcibly ground a 

Ryanair jet, arrest two people on the jet, a journalist and his 

girlfriend and then broadcast on state television a forced 

confession? 

 

A: Mr Marr. If you would like to put this question, continue this line 

of question we have here nearby Ambassador of Belarus and he will 

answer all the questions, believe me. 

 

AM: But Belarus and Russia are quite closely connected.  

A: And so what? 

AM: President Putin and President Lukashenko were meeting quite 

recently. 

A: Okay. Can you imagine your Foreign Minister, Mrs Truss will 

speak up for something what is happening in France? I cannot.  

 

AM: All right. Let me just ask you a very straightforward question. 

Do you think that Belarus is guilty of human rights violations? 

A: There are some cases perhaps which are difficult. Of course we 

have recently had a case with the journalist of Komso Moscow 

Pravda over there which we do not accept and support. But things 

happen everywhere. Things happen in United Kingdom, things 

happen in the United States with human rights violations. For this 

we have different organisations. One of them OEC, Amnesty 

International and over there. 

 

AM: We both know that the record in Belarus recently has been 

pretty terrible. Do you think it should face sanctions internationally 

for what it’s been doing? 
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A: Sanctions is a very bad instrument everywhere. It is only spoil 

the possibilities of  re-establishing normal relations. 

 

AM: Whether or not President Putin makes it to Glasgow for COP do 

you think that he is in effect now President for life? 

A: Oh, this question had been put to President Putin yesterday 

during the energy conference. He said that he do not commit. He 

did not decide what to do after 2024.  

 

AM: Ambassador Kelin thank you very much indeed for talking to 

us. 

A: Thank you for questions 

 

ENDS  


