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AM: My first guest this morning is the Acting American Ambassador 

to the UK, Philip T Reeker.  

Ambassador, before we start to talk about other issues we of course 

have this terrible news this week about Sir David Amess. Now I 

know that in America legislative politicians have been attacked 

physically and so on. Do you think we are now heading to a phase, 

partly because of social media perhaps, where politicians of 

different kinds just have to step back from the general public a bit? 

A: Well first, Andrew, let me thank you for inviting me this morning 

and let me offer again our deepest condolences on behalf of myself, 

our team at the US Embassy here in the UK and of course you’ve 

seen Secretary Blinken’s message on behalf of the American people 

as well on this shocking and really terrible event,  the murder of Sir 

David, whom I never had the opportunity or honour to meet but I 

can tell from the coverage, the reporting he’s a remarkable man.  

This is a time of challenge for democracy as been reported, as 

you’ve discussed. We feel this strongly. Anything that happens in 

the United Kingdom we feel across the Atlantic in the US. I think 

we’ve got to have resolve, we’ve got to firm, we cannot act with 

fear and anger, but rather with determination to see democracy 

forward. And President Biden himself has talked about this broadly 

as a period of inflection where democracy must prove itself over 

autocracy.  

 

AM: Let me ask you then about the climate change conference 

coming up. Probably the biggest international gathering, certainly 

in the world this year, the world perhaps for many years. We now 

know, or we read that President Xi of China isn’t coming. I’ve 

interviewed the Russian Ambassador and from that he makes it 
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clear that President Putin may not be coming either. If the 

Presidents of the world’s most emitting country and fourth most 

emitting country don’t turn up, can this conference actually 

succeed? 

A: What I can tell you is that Presdent Biden is coming. You’ve seen 

that announcement from the White House with an extremely robust 

delegation from across the US government. Every Agency, every 

Department is a climate agency in our government and this extends 

beyond government to being a whole of society approach as well. 

This is a priority for the President, he spoke about that with Prime 

Minister Boris Johnson when they met in the Oval Office a few 

weeks. I was there. Obviously this is an opportunity to build on what 

we’ve done, to reassure and re-establish the ambition we have. 

Special Envoy Kerry has talked about this and I think what is key is 

what comes out of this in terms of the decade ahead. A decade that 

will be decisive in meeting those important goals established by 

Paris and America’s very much back in that process. 

 

AM: You have a 1.5 degree goal. Many climate activists look at what 

the administration is actually doing and think that you’re not doing 

nearly enough and you’re not entirely serious.  Let’s just hear one 

of them: 

 

(clip Greta Thunberg) 

The Biden administration doesn’t seem to take climate  - the climate 

crisis the least bit serious. Since they are actually expanding fossil 

fuel infrastructure. So it shows that they are not ready to take action 

which is unfortunate but it was expected, unfortunately.  

 

AM: So what would you say to Greta Thunberg? 

A: I would respectfully disagree and point out that the President – 

President Biden has made very clear our focus on this, the 

importance of this. He has announced not once but twice a 

doubling. Therefore a double doubling of the amount we’re putting 

forward in terms of finance to help other countries, developing 
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countries meet their goals and this will very much be discussed in 

Glasgow in the coming weeks. 

 

AM: She was saying that you’re forging ahead with fossil fuel 

infrastructure and looking at what’s going on in America she’s right 

about that. Looking at what’s publicly available in the States in  

terms of information the Biden administration has so far approved 

2,100 permits for companies to drill for oil and gas on US public 

lands this year.   

A: And if you look at what they’re doing in terms of innovation, new 

technologies, renewable. The announcement just this very week of 

wind and building of infrastructure across the coasts for wind. This 

is very much the focus of the President’s infrastructure legislation 

which is now being debated in Congress. He’s determined to see 

movement on this as we build back better from recovery of Covid 

and focus on a green agenda. There has to be a transition here, 

Andrew, and that’s very much what this is about. 

 

AM: You’re roaring ahead on oil and gas. The research group, Oil 

Change International says there are at least 21 major fossil fuel 

infrastructure projects waiting on desks around Washington. Can 

you at least say they won’t go ahead? 

A: They will transition. We’re transitioning. We’ve already seen this 

from carbon based hydrocarbon energy sources to renewable, to 

nuclear, to other areas. The same thing you’re doing here in the 

United Kingdom and across Europe, across the world and this is 

very much what the COP discussion focuses on. 

 

AM: But this is very difficult because it’s about consumption. It’s 

about how people actually live and we know that the average 

American emits far more CO2 than Chinese or Indians or indeed 

Europeans. You emit more per person than anybody else in the 

world and I do understand that it’s very difficult to get people to 

change their lifestyles and that there is quite a lot of scepticism still 

about climate change in the United States but we’ve seen a year 
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again with terrible forest fires ravaging the West Coast. We’ve seen 

typhoons and hurricanes on the East Coast. Are those events 

changing America’s mind about climate change? 

A: I think there is a real focus and realisation on this. This is real, 

this is happening.  And you do see across the United States a 

movement, particularly in the younger generations where there is 

great interest, great focus. And Greta speaks for that generation in 

many ways and the President is responding to that.  John Kerry, 

who has travelled the world focusing on engaging building  you 

know the impetus to move ahead. Rejoining Paris as we have, 

getting the funding, working with Congress on this is all part of this 

but it comes from a grass roots level too. 

 

AM: So what would success at COP look like? 

A: I think again COP  is the beginning of a decisive decade. It brings 

together all the world we’ve done. America is back since January 

when the Biden administration came in and rejoined the Paris 

Process. 

 

AM: But in specific terms what do you need to see out of that 

conference? 

A: We want to see a dedication to the goals of maintaining reaching 

the 1.5, heading toward net zero in terms of carbon. It’s very 

ambitious and it needs to be.   And that means over that decade 

seeing what we’re doing. You’re seeing things like the Earth Shot. I 

have great admiration for what the Duke of Cambridge is doing with 

that to promote these environmental climate conscious efforts and 

the innovation that’s going on right around the world is really quite 

remarkable. 

 

AM: Thinking about UK/US trade many people would say the 

quickest route for the UK to get a comprehensive deal with the 

United States is to wait for a Trump re-election. 



5 
ANDREW MARR SHOW, PHILIP REEKER, ACTING US AMBASSADOR  

 

A: I think we need to focus on what is the reality today. 220 billion 

dollars in trade between the first and fifth largest economies in the 

world. The United States and the United Kingdom. United in that. 

AM: But no new trade deal? 

A: Trade deals again are part of a longer process to look at ways 

that we can eliminate barriers that do exist, but what we have to 

focus on what we do have and that is this enormous level of trade 

as well as two way investment. And we see that growing as we 

emerge from Covid. 

 

AM: As we sit down to get this new trade deal does everything have 

to be on the table? 

A: I think you can go step at a time. We made some progress on 

what were known as ‘small ruminants.’ The announcement that was 

made at the time of the Prime Minister’s visit to Washington working 

now to remove the barriers to British lamb for instance imports. So 

we can look at a range of these things but we have to keep our eye 

on what really is important. Not the sort of headline of a trade 

agreement idea but rather the trade that we’re doing which is 

growing all the time. 

 

AM: I’m sticking with the possibility of a trade deal however, 

doggedly. Things like the price of medicine, access to the National 

Health Service, the way food is produced. Do those things have to 

be on the table for a trade deal to be agreed with America? 

A: That’s really a matter for our US trade representative in terms of 

working on that.  A trade deal also involves the Congress which is 

far more complex than what we do at the Executive level and there’s 

a lot going on before Congress right now. The President discussed 

with the Prime Minister his agenda, that is President Biden’s agenda 

before Congress. We need to get our own house in order in terms 

of building back the economy after Covid and working to make our 

economy strong and trade will be a big part of that. 
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AM: Now President Biden has announced very clearly that British 

people can go to the States again as tourists or visitors. We have 

very high Covid rates in this country, rising at the moment. Could 

that agreement be revoked again? Could that permission be 

revoked? 

A: I think what we’re delighted to see is the announcement that as 

November 8th there’ll be a new way forward on this. The President 

earlier announced those who are vaccinated and you’ve done a 

marvellous job in this country in vaccination which has made all the 

difference.  We’re waiting for the specifics and details of how the 

two jab approach will be monitored, will be reported and allow 

travel. So lifting this travel ban that was put in place obviously as 

we faced the pandemic a year and  a half ago.  

 

AM: So we can rely on going to the States again can we? 

A: I think that’s what we can see and as of November many people 

can go for Thanksgiving.  

 

AM: I have been quite properly calling you Mr Ambassador during 

this interview but you are in fact the Interim Ambassador – 

A: Charges’ d’affaires.  

A<: Charges’ d’affaires, an old French phrase. When are going to 

see  a fulltime Ambassador? 

A: Well that’s a process, Andrew, that takes time in our system. I 

expect that the President will nominate a new Ambassador in the 

coming weeks or months and then of course our Senate has a role 

in this as laid out in our Constitution to provide advice and consent. 

They have to confirm a new Ambassador. In the meantime 

Secretary Blinken and the President asked me to come here, having 

headed our European Affairs at the State Department and I’m 

delighted to be here working on behalf of our wonderful bilateral 

relationship.  

 

AM: Ambassador Reeker, I think you’ll be here for Christmas. 

Thanks very much for joining us. ENDS  


