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AM: Lisa Nandy, as we start can I just ask you first of all about the 

terrible news about Sir David Amess. You were a close friend of Jo 

Cox, so what are your reflections this morning? 

LN: I mean, I think most of us are just feeling like we can’t believe 

this has happened, we can’t believe it’s happened to David, we can’t 

believe it’s happened again. I think a lot of MPs are in a state of 

shock. I first met David when I was first elected to parliament. He 

was one of the first MPs that I met, and it was through some work 

on an all-party parliamentary group on children in care. I think what 

you’ve heard with the outpouring of love for him over the last few 

days is that he was so involved in so many things that were all about 

trying to improve the lives of people who often didn’t have a voice, 

and he was willing to work with whoever it took in the political 

system in order to change that. I wish people could see that a lot 

of that does go on behind the scenes, for all the shouting and yelling 

that you get at PMQs and the sort of pantomime that plays out 

every week on a Wednesday. There are actually lots of MPs just 

quietly trying to make things better for people behind the scenes, 

and I wish more people knew that. 

 

AM: Yes, because we talk about trying to take some of the heat and 

aggression out of politics. I guess you’ve probably disagreed with 

Sir David Amess about most of the big issues, on Europe, there 

wasn’t much you agreed with that, and yet you got on very well 

personally. 

LN: Yeah. Apart from children in care, I’m not sure we worked on 

anything over the last 11 years where we agreed. But that’s not the 

point, and in fact democracy would be very poor if we did all agree. 

I’ve changed my mind on many things since I’ve been in parliament, 
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and it’s often been because of my constituents or because of other 

MPs who’ve put forward arguments that in the end I thought were 

right. We’ve got to be free to speak freely, and that’s why I think 

you’re hearing from a lot of MPs that although this is heartbreaking 

and it does make you very anxious none of us are going to stop 

doing our jobs as a consequence. 

 

AM: It’s interesting you say that because since this horrible killing 

we’ve seen a lot of accounts of the really vile personal and violent 

abuse faced by MPs, and I may say particularly female MPs. Do you 

feel safe doing your job, going around your constituency? 

LN: No, not really, if I’m honest. I feel quite fortunate to have a lot 

of constituents who are concerned about my safety. Wigan is that 

sort of place, people look after each other, and when they see things 

like this my mailbox this morning is absolutely full of people saying, 

you know, keep going or thank you. I’m sure lots of MPs are getting 

the same thing. But you know, this isn’t the first time this has 

happened. There was obviously - you referred to what happened to 

Jo, but Rosie Cooper, my neighbouring MP, there was a plot to kill 

her that was only discovered because of an organisation called Hope 

Not Hate, which found out that it was happening and alerted the 

police. My colleague Stephen Timms was stabbed some years ago. 

This is not the first time it’s happened. Like you said, Andrew, it’s 

not felt equally by all MPs, it’s not just women, you know, there was 

a report by Amnesty International a few years ago that showed that 

Diane Abbott got half of all online hate directed at MPs, at her 

personally. And I think that the response from the police in many 

cases has been very good, but actually the response generally has 

not been, it’s been far too patchy. And we can’t afford to get into a 

place where we’re all trying to outdo each other about the risks that 

we’re prepared to take in order to do this job. An attack on MPs is 

an attack on democracy because it silences the people who we 

represent, and so we’ve got to take this more seriously. 
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AM: Exactly. Yet you feel unsafe, and I suppose my question is 

whether you’re going to change your behaviour, really, because you 

mentioned Diane Abbott and she said that she would prefer to do 

her constituency meetings behind a Perspex screen to make her 

safer? 

LN: I would totally support anybody who is taking measures in order 

to increase their personal safety, because we’re all very different 

situations. I mean, there are many MPs, for example, who’ve been 

told you need to do your surgeries in places where there’s security. 

Try doing that if you’re a rural MP in a constituency where there’s 

very little public transport, people simply aren’t going to be able to 

travel to one place where there might be a community centre with 

security available. It’s just not practical. So we need some proper 

advice and support that takes into account the different 

circumstances of MPs. I guess what I’m trying to say is that you’re 

never going to be able to eliminate risk. There will always be risks 

because we’re public figures and we’re open and accessible. We’re 

human beings, we pop to the shops, we have families, we go about 

our business. But there is more that can be done, particularly online, 

with the volume of abuse that we all have to put up with. When I 

come off this programme today there’ll be lots of it and some of it 

will be threatening. No action has ever been taken about people 

who’ve threatened to harm me online despite the fact that there’s 

been reams of it over the last decade. I think that has got to change.  

 

AM: So specifically, there will be threats made against you online 

physically after this interview. Do you think the social media 

companies have the obligation and should be forced to publish the 

names of anonymous people attacking public figures like that? 

LN: I think that people have to be held to account for what would 

be criminal behaviour in the real world if they indulge in it online. 

But I’m a bit cautious - we’re a bit cautious about just simply ending 

anonymity on social media. There’s a lot of people, whether it’s be 

women of Belarus or the pro-democracy campaigners in Hong Kong, 

whistleblowers as well, people for whom anonymity on social media 
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can be life saving. So the trick is to get the right balance. That’s 

what we’ve been trying to do through the Online Safety Bill. The 

government has dragged its feet on this for years. But the one thing 

that we really think there must be is that when we introduce a code 

for how social media companies should respond to online hatred on 

their sites, if they repeatedly breach that code or don’t uphold it we 

think there should be penalties for top executives. The government 

doesn’t agree. We think that’s completely wrong. Diane Abbott once 

described what goes on online as the Wild West, and for a lot of 

people it does very much feel like that. It’s not just MPs, it’s young 

people who are being driven offline because of the amount of 

hatred directed towards them at a really formative moment in their 

lives. We’re supposed to be one of the best democracies in the world 

- we used to export our democracy all over the world. If we’re going 

to lecture other countries about upholding democracy we need to 

start doing better at living that and upholding these values at home. 

 

AM: Just picking up on being best in the world at things, our 

coronavirus rates are shooting up at the moment. Hospitalisations 

are going up, deaths are moving up slowly as well. Do you think 

that this winter the Labour Party should be supporting more 

restrictions again? 

LN: We’ll obviously look at that. I listened to Jennie Harries on your 

programme the other week talking about some of the restrictions 

she thinks may or may not help, and we’ve always said that we’d 

want to be guided by the science. But as always, what we’d like to 

see is proper action on the things that we know are already a 

problem. So building ventilation, we still have very little in the way 

of action from the government on that, and that’s a particular 

problem in schools. I’m very, very worried about the number of 

young people that are still missing large chunks of their education 

as a consequence. And in the end our priority will be to make sure 

that we defeat this virus and that we come through the winter with 

the NHS not overwhelmed, so of course we’ll support measures, 

sensible measures that can be implemented in order to do so.  
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AM: Alright, Lisa Nandy, thanks very much indeed for talking to us 

on this slightly serious morning.  

(ends) 

 

 


