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ANDREW MARR SHOW, 14TH NOVEMBER, 2021 
 
MALALA YOUSAFZAI, ACTIVIST AND NOBEL PEACE PRIZE 
LAUREATE and 
ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER, COMPOSER  
((Please check against delivery (uncorrected 

copies)) 
AM: As an activist for female education in her native Pakistan, 
Malala Yousafzai was targeted by the Taliban and narrowly 
survived a gun attack. For almost a decade now Malala has been 
living and campaigning in Britain. Last year the Nobel Prize winner 
graduated from Oxford University and only last week announced 
the news of her marriage. Malala welcome. One of the first people 
to congratulate her was a dear friend, the composer Andrew Lloyd 
Webber who’s a major supporter of Malala’s work and who also 
joins me now along with Malala. Welcome to you both. 
So Malala I should start by congratulating you on your marriage.  
You were against marriage for a while. What’s changed  your 
mind?  
L: I was not against marriage. I had concerns about marriage and 
that is true for many girls around the world who have seen reports 
about child marriage and reports about forced marriage. 
AM: An imbalance of power in marriage is what  you’re worried 
about? 
M: Imbalance of power and how you know girls and women make 
more compromises than men and how a lot of these customs are 
influenced by patriarchy and misogyny. So you have to question 
the systems that we are living in and you have to question the 
status quo, but  I am lucky that I found a person who understands 
my values. 
AM: A very good cricketer as well I gather. 
M: Yes, he has passion for cricket, so that was another thing and 
he understands my sense of humour and we have a lot in 
common. 
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AM: I know you’re also a climate campaigner.   What did you  
make of COP? What’s your verdict on it? 
M: So I participated in COP virtually and I pushed for climate 
education for children and girls around the world and we know 
that climate change is not an issue in isolation, it’s connected to 
gender equality and girls’ education as well. And Malala funded a 
report which shows that every year around four million girls are at 
risk of losing their education  you know and that’s related to the 
climate events like floods and droughts. So that was my 
expectation that the leaders will do something, but unfortunately 
they have not met the expectations of me and other climate 
activists and this time we must listen to climate activists like Greta 
and Vanessa who are calling for more ambitious commitments 
from leaders. And I think leaders must prioritise people and the 
planet over profits in this moment.  
 
AM: Greta, Vanessa and Malala. That is a very formidable 
combination I have to say. Andrew, you have been supporting 
Malala’s work on female education and you’re using your new 
drama Cinderella. Can  you explain why you are so committed to 
this cause and why Cinderella works? 
ALW: Well, this Cinderella is a thoroughly modern young lady and 
it’s a rather fun rom com taken on the Cinderella story and not like 
you might expect.  But I’ve been a huge admirer of what Malala 
has been doing and we’ve known each other, what, for three or 
four years now and it’s been  - well it’s a great honour for me to 
feel that at this time we can be doing something particularly for 
women refugees. 
 
AM: Let’s have a tiny little look at that unusual Cinderella shall we? 
(clip) 
 
AM: I see what you mean.  It is rather different. Malala let me talk 
to you about some other women, the women of Afghanistan 
‘cause you’ve been involved there very heavily. Now earlier on 
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Nick Carter said that he thought the Taliban in Afghanistan  were 
not now the same as they were back in 2001, but there was some 
hope that they will be more moderate. What’s your view of what’s 
going on in Afghanistan now? 
M: Firstly the Taliban have been quite vague about their 
commitment to protecting women’s rights and they announced 
two months ago that Afghan boys can go to school but for two 
months Afghan girls have not been able to go to their secondary 
schools and we have been running a petition, an open letter for 
that and we’re going to ask everyone to sign that petition. We 
have already received signatures from than one million people. 
And we’re calling on the Taliban to immediately allow girls to have 
access to their complete education, we’re calling on G20 leaders 
and other world leaders to ensure that girl’s rights are protected in 
Afghanistan. 
 
AM: Do you think they’re interested in what the rest of the world 
says? You come from relatively close to the Afghan border 
originally. Do you think Pakistan can put pressure on when it 
comes to women’s education in Afghanistan? 
M: I think the neighbouring countries have a big role to play 
including Pakistan and I hope that Imran Khan and other 
neighbouring countries leaders ensure that women’s rights are 
protected and it’s not just for the safety of the people of 
Afghanistan, but for the safety of the whole region as well. And 
we know the Talibanisation was not limited to Afghanistan. It 
spread across the border as well. And their ideology influenced 
Talibanisation in Swot Valley that went from 2007 to 2009 and my 
story comes from that.  Where girl’s education was banned, where 
women were flogged, they were not allowed to go to market and 
these were the things that were happening back in 1996 in 
Afghanistan as well. Women were not allowed to take any jobs, 
girls were prohibited from school. And at that time the Taliban 
were spreading a similar message that girl’s education ban is only 
a temporary ban, but we know that that ban lasted for five years. 
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And I’m afraid that this ban that they have announced right now 
that they are calling temporary might not actually be temporary 
and it may last for years. And girls should not be using the right to 
education. And we know that Afghanistan right now is the only 
country in the world where girls do not have access to secondary 
education. 
 
AM: And of course one of the other things that girls can’t do in 
Afghanistan or women can’t do in Afghanistan is play music, 
certainly in public.   Andrew, you have been supporting an 
orchestra or Afghan female refugees who play music. Just tell us a 
bit about it. 
ALW: Well we’ve been able to get them out of the country now 
which is really fantastic. I mean one of the things that is well 
know is that music empowers young people and that is why 
certain extremists don’t want music to be part of their lives.   And 
of course it’s such a huge part of my life that it seemed to be the 
very least one could do would be to  help get these young girls 
out. And it’s been fantastic that we’ve been able to.  
 
AM: Malala, you have said some very straight forward things 
about the Taliban. We don’t know whether they want to engage 
with the rest of the world at all, but if they wanted to meet you 
would you  meet with them? 
M: You know I think that it’s not about meeting them or it’s not 
about communicating with them. The message is very clear from 
me and from women and activists all around the world, that they 
want human rights to be protected. All you’re asking is for girls to 
be able to go to school, for women to be safe at their workplace 
and for them to have the equal rights. And I think this is 
something that should be, you know it’s nothing  - we’re not 
asking for a privilege, these are like basic human rights that every 
woman and girl should have and this is the time that world leaders 
can show their leadership and I hope that these leaders realise 
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that we should not be living in a world where girls are denied their 
right to education,  their right to school.  
 
ENDS  


