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AM: A little earlier I spoke to Angela Rayner and asked her 
whether the COP President Alok Sharma actually deserved praise 
for the agreement he’d reached. 
AR: Well, Mr Sharma did a tremendous job, and we all saw the 
emotion in his face when unfortunately things kind of unravelled 
slightly towards the end. But you know, we have made some 
progress and we have to acknowledge that. But we also have to 
acknowledge that we failed in getting that target of 1.5 and we 
must keep that pressure on because it would be catastrophic for 
areas of the world and for our planet. So we’ve got more to do, 
but we have made some progress and we saw Minister Sharma 
there doing his utmost. But Boris Johnson has undermined some 
of our efforts by, you know, the use of fossil fuels, the investment 
in that; the cutting of overseas aid. There’s much more that we 
can do as a country to set an example globally to make sure we 
reach that target. 
 
AM: There was that crucial moment, as you alluded to, right at the 
end when the Indians said, ‘no, we can’t do this.’ If you’d been in 
that room what would you have said to them and the Chinese to 
get them over the line? 
AR: Well, to be honest, I’ve been a trade union negotiator all my 
life and, you know, I think the important thing with Boris Johnson, 
I think could have done more to be there and to make sure that in 
that room met those vital opportunities that were able to sway the 
opinion. But it’s also about what we’re doing outside of the 
conference, and like I say, some of the actions of the prime 
minister and the announcements he’s made have undermined the 
efforts of Minister Sharma. But he did do his best and he has tried, 
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but it’s not enough yet. We have failed, unfortunately, to reach 
that target that we need to reach. 
 
AM: Do you think that the West should be paying reparations to 
poorer countries for the cost of climate change? 
AR: We have a responsibility to support the poorer countries as 
well, absolutely, and we said that. And you know, like I say, Boris 
Johnson cut overseas aid, whereas I think we should be investing 
and supporting. At the moment we’ve got a prime minister who 
says, ‘do as I say, not as I do.’ And I think that sends the wrong 
message out. I think we should be supporting households here 
and industries here with investment so that we can be world 
leaders on climate change and supporting the efforts that we need 
to make globally. But yes, we have to also support those countries 
who need that investment so that they can make the right choices 
as well. And if we undermine those efforts, then not only will we 
pay the price here but some other countries will pay catastrophic 
prices for it. You know, the representative from the Maldives, you 
could see the emotion, the prime minister of Barcelona - sorry the 
prime minister of Barbados, when she made her speech at the 
conference, you could see the emotion, because we know the 
catastrophic effects that this will have if we don’t meet that target. 
So we have to renew those efforts. 
 
AM: Do as I say, not as I do. Could we have a commitment this 
morning that a future Labour prime minister will never use 
domestic flights and certainly won’t use private planes 
domestically? 
AR: Well, Keir doesn’t use domestic flights. You know, Keir always 
travels as green as we possibly can. And you know, we’re talking 
about domestic flights; we saw that those delegates that were 
going to Glasgow unfortunately, you know, we’ve seen the train 
prices go up, ticket prices go up. It was actually significantly 
cheaper to go on a domestic flight than it was to use the train. So 
we need to invest in our public transport services. And this is the 
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point I was making about what our government does: we have to 
push forward in using the most green and most efficient ways of 
getting around the country and being ethical in everything we do, 
not just here, but internationally as well, and that means 
supporting those countries to do the right thing. 
 
AM: Right, another aspect of being ethical in everything we do is 
this current interest in so-called sleaze. Keir Starmer has been 
using his Commons office for Zoom calls with the public. Is that 
inside the rules, do you think? 
AR: Well, look, Andrew, we’ve seen throughout all the papers 
today, it’s even more shocking than what we’ve seen over the last 
couple of weeks. This prime minister has allowed corruption and 
sleaze to enter our politics. 3.5 billion has been given in contracts 
to Tory donors and Tory friends, and you know, at a cost of nine 
million of donorship to the Conservative Party. This has to be 
cleaned up.  
AM: Let me ask you, however - I’m sorry but let me ask you about 
Keir Starmer, which is what I’m asking about. Is it right that he  
has, and does he need to explain more about how he has earned 
£100,000 in legal fees since he became an MP? 
AR: Well, Keir Starmer has given up his certificate to practise, and 
we’ve been very clear - and I will not accept that somehow if you 
look at those that are having lobbyists, that have got contracts for 
consultancy and have the revolving door between former prime 
ministers lobbying the government, the money that’s been 
wasted, the taxpayers’ money that has been wasted on dodgy 
contracts is absolutely obscene and the sleaze and the scandal 
and the corruption has undermined our democracy. What I was 
about to say before is the British public value fairness and playing 
by the rules. Boris Johnson does not play by the rules. He’s broken 
the rules on numerous occasions and allowed his ministers to. This 
has undermined our democracy and he need to clean up his act. 
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AM: Okay, do you think it was okay for Keir Starmer to stand on a 
manifesto in 2015 which promised to ban MPs from paid 
consultancies and then take £9,480 for advising the government 
of Gibraltar a few months later? Do you think that was all right? 
AR: Well, Andrew, we put a vote in parliament in 2015 trying to 
ban the fact that there’s paid consultants.. 
AM: Sure, I’m talking about personal behaviour. 
AR: ..and we know that Tory ministers at the moment are 
completely breaking the rules. 
 
AM: I’m just talking about personal behaviour. 
AR: And both me and Keir are very clear. Me and Keir have been 
absolutely crystal clear on this and our manifesto has been 
consistently clear on this since 2015, that we will ban paid 
consultancy and directorships and you know, lobbying, because 
this is what’s really undermining our country. Keir Starmer has not 
given taxpayers’ money out - 
AM: So why did Keir Starmer take that money? 
AR: - to donors, to Conservative donors. This is what’s happening 
at the moment. Billions of pounds that have been wasted on 
dodgy contracts and PPE that can’t be used. 
AM: You’ve said that. I’m just asking you again why was it alright 
for Keir Starmer to take that money from the government of 
Gibraltar then? 
AR: Well, Keir Starmer has been very clear: second jobs, we do 
not accept that. We don’t accept paid consultancy. Keir Starmer, 
as the prime minister, will bring forward legislation to clean up the 
act, to make sure that ministers don’t have a revolving door, 
former ministers, so that they can lobby the government. We will 
make sure that there is an independent commission for ethics and 
standards and we will make sure that all ministers act in the best 
interests of the British public and not in the interests of their 
friends and donors like we’ve seen throughout the papers today. 
Ministers who have been getting, you know, breaking the rules an 
getting away with it.  
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AM: Can I ask you directly, would a future Labour government ban 
MPs from taking legal work? 
AR: The Labour Party’s very clear that we want to ban second 
jobs, yes - 
AM: Including legal work? 
AR: - but I do not accept the premise - but Andrew, I do not 
accept the premise that what Geoffrey Cox was doing, advising a 
tax haven which is described by the government as corrupt and 
using his office to do that in any way shape or form the same as 
Keir Starmer doing some legal work when he was first an MP. That 
is not the same. He’s been using parliamentary - he’s actually 
overseas, he wasn’t even doing his votes for his constituents.  
AM: Well all understand that, I’m just trying to ask - 
AR: And it’s got to stop. 
AM: Once you start to say we’re going to stop this you need to 
change the rules, and what I’m trying to find is what the new rules 
would be under Labour. Would you completely ban all outside 
work or would you allow some work, because there are - some of 
your colleagues are doctors and nurses and so forth, they would 
presumably be allowed to carry on doing that. So what kind of 
work do you absolutely ban and what don’t you ban? 
AR: Well, we’ve said that we’d set up a commission for integrity 
and ethics to make sure that it’s fit for purpose, so that we’re 
always working in the interests of the British public. We’ve said 
that we’d ban second jobs, but there will be some areas, like 
where we’ve got an A&E doctor that’s practising at the moment, 
so that they can continue to do that because they need that for 
their professional practice. And actually it’s good public service. 
But what we won’t have is people getting loans, like we’ve seem 
from Jacob Rees-Mogg, where he’s got six million on a really small 
interest rate. Where we’ve seen, you know, Grant Shapps, who’s 
basically been setting up his own lobbyist company within his own 
department to lobby his own government for his own personal 
means. Sleaze after sleaze, corruption after corruption. We’ve got 
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to end this now, because I really undermines public trust and 
confidence in our government. And it was John Major’s 
government, the Conservative government, that brought in the 
Nolan principles and this government is completely undermining 
them. 
 
AM: Let me ask you about something else which might undermine 
trust in politics, which is the words you famously used at the 
Labour conference. Let’s remind ourselves: ‘we cannot get any 
worse than a bunch of scum, homophobic, racist, misogynist, 
absolute pile of banana republic Etonian piece of scum.’ Now, 
you’ve apologised for that language. Can I ask whether you accept 
that that kind of language undermines faith in politics generally? 
AR: Well, I’ve absolutely apologised for using the word scum, and 
I think that was right to do so, especially with the discourse at the 
moment.  
AM: You see Boris Johnson every day. Have you apologised to 
him? 
AR: But Andrew, I haven’t seen Boris Johnson. 
AM: In the House of Commons. 
AR: I have asked - Andrew, this is really important. I have asked 
Boris Johnson to meet with me because I did lay some serious 
allegations because of his past comments. I have said about them 
being homophobic, racist and misogynist, and I have asked him to 
meet with me to discuss that, because I actually think all of us 
have a responsibility around our language. I have apologised for 
using that language and I absolutely stand by that apology. But I 
do think that others, including the prime minister, should 
apologise for the language that he’s used in the past which has 
led to public discourse as well. 
 
AM: If he gets on the phone to you later today and agrees to that 
meeting will you apologise at that meeting for language you’ve 
used? 
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AR: Absolutely, yes. If Boris Johnson wants to meet with me, 
which I’ve asked him to, I’m happy to do so. And I hope we can 
take it forward actually and he will apologise for his comments 
that he’s made in the past, because I think it’s very dangerous 
when we allow people to say racist, homophobic and misogynistic 
comments and not apologise for them when you’re in a position of 
power and influence, then that does add to public discourse. I’m 
willing to accept my responsibility in that and I hope the prime 
minister will as well. 
 
AM: I’d love to be a fly on the wall at that meeting. Angela 
Rayner, thanks very much indeed for talking to us this morning. 
(ends) 
 


