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AM: Thanks so much for joining us. I’m going to really ask you to 
give your verdict on these talks where we saw you again and 
again right at the centre, where the haggling was fiercest there 
you were, taking notes as it were. Can I ask you first of all 
whether this absolutely crucial goal of limiting global warming to 
1.5 degrees is still alive? 
A: It is definitely alive, Andrew. I think yesterday the conference 
got   very complete package of decisions that allows the world to 
say yes, we are still on track for that. We are very far from that 
goal, but we did  manage to get together this big package of 
different decisions that will allow us and gives us very specific 
direction on what we need to work on in order to get there. 
 
AM: The reason I ask partly is that the Climate Action Tracker 
widely regarded as very reputable, says that all the current 
pledges we’re on at the moment give us 2.4 degrees of warming. 
What is the difference between 2.4 degrees of warming and 1.5, 
for people who aren’t following this closely. What’s  the 
difference? 
A: According to the science, according to the intergovernmental 
panel on climate change, the difference between 1.5 and 2.4 is 
really survival of millions and millions of people and species in the 
planet. This is what is particularly true for the islands. When we 
heard the leader summit, the Prime Minister of Barbados for 
example saying for many here 2 or 1.5 maybe  a number. For us, 
2 degrees is a death sentence. So it really is a huge difference. 
 
AM: So I can remember sitting more or less where you are now 
talking to a representative of the Marshall Islands. Does this deal 
save the Marshall Islands or condemn on the Marshall Islands? 
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A: This deal still allows the Marshall Islands to be hopeful that we 
will accelerate the transformation that needs to take place and 
that is we do that, particularly in this decade, this decade is 
absolutely crucial. We need to get to 2030 with a reduction of at 
least 45 percent emissions.  
 
AM: This was a really dramatic negotiation as well. Right at the 
last minute, when  you thought you had a deal on coal it suddenly 
unravelled from the Chinese and the Indians. Can you describe 
exactly what happened then? 
A: Well, it is true and I would like to underline that  the huge step 
forward in our negotiation was the fact that  for the first time in 
this context we mentioned coal and fossil fuels. Before it had not 
been possible, of course because there are so many different 
realities. We have to be very conscious that there are millions and 
millions of people also that depend  on fossil fuel industry. And in 
terms of coal  there are many people, especially vulnerable and 
poor people that also depend on that as a source of energy. So it’s 
really a very difficult issue. On the one hand we have clarity that 
that is a very big source of emissions and we need to get rid of 
that. On the other hand, we need to also balance out the social 
consequences for so many people around the world. Especially in 
the poor countries. 
 
AM: Yes, and in the end the Indians said we simply can’t do this. 
And the language was very interestingly watered down in the final 
communiqué and it’s the difference between phasing out coal and 
phasing down coal. What does phasing down actually mean? 
A: Well, you know it’s a bit one of those – in my view – it’s one of 
those diplomatic solutions, textual solutions which is intended to 
mean okay, it’s not yet, we’re not yet saying that we need to get 
absolutely hundred percent rid of coal, but rather we need to 
reduce the amount of coal that we will be using.  But in reality and 
listening to the speeches of most of the countries that were 
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present there, especially the islands, they were saying, ‘look, for 
us it’s not phasing down, it’s phasing out.’  
 
AM: Thinking of a lot of people watching this they may be asking 
themselves in Britain why should we be making lots of sacrifices 
and paying more money while China and India are still burning so 
much coal? What would you say to them? 
A: Well, I would say that we really need to look at the realities in 
their different countries. That’s one point. But the other thing that 
I would say is, you know, in many ways in the developed 
industrialised world where we are still using a lot of fossil fuels, 
those fossil fuels are affordable and make our lives more 
comfortable, but at the very high  cost. If we look at the amount 
of money that is invested in subsidies. So if we could take those 
subsidies into the green economy, into creating the green jobs, 
into providing people with better sources of energy that would be 
the difference. So I think here we need to look at the realities that 
prevail in every society. 
 
ENDS  


