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SR: Michael Gove is with me now. Your response? 

MG: Well, first of all I’m in awe of the bravery of the people of the 

Ukraine. And what they are facing at the moment is, as we all 

know, one of the most horrendous atrocities, a series of war 

crimes being perpetrated by a leader who is out of control.  And 

what we need to do is to demonstrate solidarity. And exactly as 

we’ve just heard there are three things that a government like 

ours can do, and is doing. The first, sanctions. Well, we’ve moved 

fast but there is more that we must do in order to sanction those 

who are responsible for supporting Putin. Secondly, support, 

humanitarian support for people on the ground. And I think we 

can say more about that in a moment, I’m sure, Sophie. And then 

the third thing again is lethal aid. The Defence Secretary Ben 

Wallace was the first Western Defence Secretary to provide and to 

guarantee to the Ukrainian armed forces the materiel that they 

needed and the training they needed in order to repulse this 

Russian attack.  

 

SR: We heard that obviously the Russians have bombed the 

centre. It’s just seven miles from the Polish border. How much of 

an escalation do you think that is? 

MG: Well, it’s significant. We know that Vladimir Putin has no 

moral limits when it comes to the actions that he’s prepared to 

take. And he’s also pushing the boundaries in military terms as 

well. We’ve already seen the abuse of humanitarian corridors. The 

Russians say, on the one hand - and we saw this last week - that 

they’re going to allow people to leave, and then when people seek 

to leave they are bombed and killed. We’ve seen maternity 
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hospitals attacked. Now, as forces move from the south, from the 

east and from the north, he’s attempting to tighten the vice. But 

we also know the Ukrainian armed forces and Ukrainian civil 

society are standing strong and fighting back. There is an attempt, 

obviously, by people to try to break the will of the Ukrainian 

people. That will not happen. And again one of the things that we 

know is - exactly as we’ve just heard - is that Russian has already 

lost this war politically. And militarily there is no happy outcome 

for Russia. Earlier this week we heard a Russian pilot whose plane 

had been downed by the Ukrainian armed forces explain that 

regarded himself as a war criminal for what he was doing. He 

appealed to other Russian soldiers not to carry on this conflict. We 

know that there is still some way to go, because of the grim vice 

that Putin has over his people, his armed forces. But we need to 

be strong and patient. 

 

SR: Where are the red lines? I spoke to President Duda, Poland’s 

President, who said chemical weapons are a game changer. 

There’s attacks very close to the Polish border. At what point does 

the West intervene? 

MG: Well, we’re already doing everything that we can to support. 

SR: Support is very different obviously from intervening. 

MG: Absolutely, but one of the things that we need to be 

conscious and careful of is that we are also dealing with Russia as 

a nuclear armed power. Nobody wants to see this conflict 

escalate. That is why it’s important for the United Kingdom and its 

allies in the European Union and NATO to coordinate our 

response, to demonstrate strength and solidarity. We’ve reinforced 

our military deployment in Estonia and in Poland and elsewhere. 

We stand ready. But it’s really, really unfortunate, given the scale 

and the nature of what escalation would involve that we all do 

everything we can to avoid the conflict escalating in that way. 

 

SR: One thing you’re launching tomorrow to help the people who 

are having to flee this conflict is a scheme to allow people to take 
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in Ukrainian refugees here. If somebody is watching right now and 

wants to take in a refugee, what do they need to do? 

MG: Tomorrow we’ll be launching a portal, a website which will 

allow anyone who wants to help to register their interest. And 

then from Friday we will have a process set up whereby we can 

match named individuals, families from the Ukraine, with 

individuals here. We hope that within a week there’ll be people 

who can benefit from that scheme. 

 

SR: How do they find them, though? I mean, you’re relying on 

people having to find the Ukrainian refugees in order to take them 

into their homes. It’s not that easy is it? 

MG: It’s the fastest way in which we can get people out of danger 

and into the United Kingdom. And it is the case already that, 

whether it’s through social media platforms or whether it’s through 

charities and civil society, those connections are being made. We 

know that we have in this country, according to the most recent 

test of public opinion, hundreds of thousands of people potentially 

who are willing to take Ukrainians into their home. And we also 

know that there are faith groups, whether those are churches, 

Jewish groups, humanitarian organisations and others that are 

brokering those things and making those connections. And that’s 

the fastest we know of providing people with support. 

 

SR: That’s a big commitment, though, isn’t it, because it’s a 

minimum of six months. I mean, would you take somebody in? 

MG: Yes. I’m exploring what I can do. There are others who have. 

Again, we’re looking into … we need to sort out. But yes. 

However, it is a big commitment, and that’s why we’re providing 

£350 per month for every household that comes here. It’s also the 

case that we’re providing money to local authorities in order to 

pay for the public services that people will need while they’re here. 

And of course people when they’re here will be able to work as 

well and to contribute to society. 
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SR: How many people have already been given visas, have been 

granted visas to come here? 

MG: Under the existing family scheme, just over 3,000. 

 

SR: 3,000. So that’s an increase. It was only about just under a 

thousand wasn’t it at the end of last week. So 3,000. There are 

22,000 applications. It’s still pretty slow. 

MG: Well, we’re processing them rapidly, and indeed the Home 

Secretary has deployed additional resources, more human beings, 

more technical capacity, in order to ensure that we can process 

them. And of course from Tuesday the policy changes so you no 

longer need to go to a visa application centre if you have a valid 

Ukrainian passport, you can simply apply online, have your 

application turned round relatively rapidly, then you will get 

notification of your PDF you can have on your phone or you can 

print out and then you can come to this country. And the visa 

application centres themselves are now open longer, more hours, 

more people being processed. 

 

SR: You look at the numbers that we have accepted so far, 3,000, 

as you say, and that’s two and a half weeks in. Poland more than 

one and a half million. Everybody opening their doors. Germany’s 

got 100,000, Moldova 82,000, Slovakia 165,000. It has been far 

too slow here hasn’t it? 

MD: I disagree. I think the countries that you mentioned, Poland 

and Slovakia, Romania, Moldova, they are countries which are 

Ukraine’s neighbours as we all know, therefore it’s only natural 

that as people are fleeing it’s those countries which are closest to 

Ukraine which in the first two weeks will have the largest number 

of people. That’s why we’ve been providing humanitarian support 

there. We’re the biggest bilateral provider of humanitarian support 

to those frontline states, and the leaders of four of those frontline 

states were here talking to the prime minister this week, and they 

made it clear that at this stage the most important thing is what 
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we’ve done, to give them the money and the expertise to be able 

to deal with the massive influx of humanity. And now we are in a 

position to be able to say we’re not just providing that support 

there, we’re also willing to provide, and arrange to provide more 

homes for more people who are fleeing persecution. 

 

SR: So you’re happy with our response so far? 3,000 is fine in your 

books? 

MG: I think we can always do better, and that’s why - 

SR: Not too slow. You’re pretty happy with it? 3,000 is not very 

many compared to everybody else and you’re happy with it? 

MG: I’m never happy with any situation where there is always 

more to be done.  And neither is anyone else in government. We 

are all doing everything we can do move as quickly as possible, 

but I think it’s important that we bear in mind – and you know it’s 

not a contest or a competition, it’s about compassion and about 

support and we’ve provided support to the Ukraine in order to 

safeguard its sovereignty and integrity against this horrendous 

onslaught. We provided support to those countries that have the 

largest number of refugees at the moment. Now we’re stepping up 

our humanitarian scheme with Homes for Ukraine and all of this 

together is a full spectrum response. 

 

SR: And there’s no cap, is there?  

MG: No. 

SR: So I mean what are we looking at? A million, we could have a 

million refugees? 

MG: I think that we’ll get the tens of thousands. Again, 

SR: The Prime Minister said hundreds of thousands. 

MG: Well it’s an uncapped scheme. I think that’s the figure. We 

looked at different models. It depends on resource, the generosity 

of people across society and business, but certainly even since 

reports of the Scheme has been launched, we’ve had lots of 

incredibly generous offers. As I say tomorrow our website will go 
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live to record those individuals and organisations that wants to 

help.  

 

SR: Can I ask you about Evgeny Lebedev. The owner of the 

Independent, the owner of the Evening Standard, his father a KGB 

spy, turned oligarch. You had dinner with him, didn’t you at Boris 

Johnson’s house.  

MG: Yes. 

SR: When you decided which side you were going to support in 

the Brexit referendum. Did you know then that the security 

services were worried about him? 

MG: No.  

SR: You had  no clue at all? 

MG: No. 

SR: How do you feel about that now? 

MG: Well, Mr Lebedev, Lord Lebedev is proprietor of the Evening 

Standard. He’s someone who is a British citizen. Again, there are 

reports in the newspapers today but I know that Lord Lebedev has 

on the front page of his newspaper condemned Putin’s actions and 

quite right too, and again I think there is a distinction to be drawn 

between the actions of parents and the actions of children.   

 

SR: Do you think it’s right through for the Prime Minister to have 

ignored concerns from the security services and to give a peerage 

to a Russian born businessman who has links with Putin? 

MG: I was not aware of any of the concerns that have been 

expressed until they appeared in the newspapers.  Again, I think 

it’s important to draw a distinction between Evgeny Lebedev’s 

father, who obviously, as you  pointed out, worked for the KGB 

and Lord Lebedev himself, who is someone who has made his 

home in this country. Of course there are questions  that are 

going to be asked, but no one has ever said to me that there are 

any specific security concerns that they have about Lord Lebedev.  
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SR: But Keir Starmer who was here was last week and he said 

there should be in inquiry into this just to establish how this 

peerage was given and there were concerns from the security 

services, we’re told and Keir Starmer says that should be looked 

into. Do you agree? 

MG: As far as I know the process by which peerages are 

appointed is one which is rigorous. There’s a special committee 

that looks at the nominations that go forward. I’m sure that all the 

proper processes have been followed. If not then I’m sure that 

those involved will make that clear.  

 

SR: You have said that you want to tighten sanctions, you have 

already put sanctions on oligarch’s houses. Are you really going to 

seize oligarch’s houses and house Ukrainian refugees in them? 

That’s the front page of the Mail this morning. 

MG: I want to explore an option which would allow us to use the 

homes and properties of sanctioned individuals for as long as they 

are sanctioned for humanitarian and other purposes. There’s quite 

a high level bar to cross and we’re not talking about permanent 

confiscation, but we are saying you’re sanctioned, you’re 

supporting Putin, this home is here, you have no right to use or 

profit from it and more than that, while you are not using or 

profiting from it, if we can use it in order to help others, let’s do 

that. 

 

SR: But the way the sanctions work at the moment, they can use 

them. You can if you have sanctioned a house or an oligarch he 

can still live in it, he or she can still live in it, even though it’s 

sanctioned. They just can’t sell it. 

MG: We want to make sure that we can go further and that’s what 

we’re trying to do. We’re trying to explore, as you say, a high legal 

bar because in my view it is the case that if your wealth and your 

influence is being deployed in order to  support or to provide 

comfort to Putin, given what he’s doing, then I’m afraid you  have 

to bear the consequences. The sanctions process involves us 
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going through a rigorous analysis of just who should be subject to 

these sanctions. We’ve moved as rapidly as we possibly can but it 

seems to me that if we can use those assets for as long as 

someone is sanctioned in an appropriate way then we should.  

 

SR: So you’ve been to dinner with Lebedev. Roman Abramovich, a 

well known figure in this country.  How well do you know him? 

Have you been on his super yacht for example? 

MG: I’ve never met Roman Abramovich. 

SR: You’ve never met him at all? 

MG: No. 

SR: You’ve not been on his yacht at all? 

MG: No.  I think the biggest boat I’ve been on is the CalMac ferry 

from Oban to Colonsay.  

 

SR: Okay, fair enough.  The cost of living now is obviously going 

to be affected enormously by this. It’s going to hit people right 

around the world.  Are you doing enough for people and will the 

government stick with the sanctions, because they are going to 

have a huge impact on people’s lives? Will you stick with those 

sanctions however  expensive, however much it costs people 

here? 

MG: Yes, and we’re very aware that there are cost of living 

pressures that will accumulate as a result of what’s going on in 

Ukraine. It is the case that Russia’s a major oil and gas producer. 

We have to wean ourselves off in the west that production. Britain 

is one of those countries that is less exposed to supplies of 

Russian oil and gas, but the world is affected when a major 

producer like Russia faces the sanctions that are necessary.  

 

SR: David Cameron said the best way to help people through this 

cost of living crisis is to keep people’s taxes  down. Are you going 

to cut people’s taxes?  We’ve got a mini budget coming up. 

MG: No. What we have to do at the moment is to provide support 

in every way possible that is targeted. We have cut taxes by 
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cutting council tax for people who are on the lower bands. We’re 

doing that deliberately in order to target support at those on lower 

incomes at a time when we know that they face considerable 

pressures.  But behind your question, maybe a suggestion that we 

should do away with the National Insurance increase. No, we’re 

not doing that, we need that National Insurance increase in order 

to make sure that we can fund the NHS and social care to deal 

with the Covid backlog. 

 

SR: Could you suspend it, or not suspend it, could you postpone it 

for a year at least just to give people some time  to get used to 

what is going to be a huge change to their cost of living? 

MG: I don’t think we should do that but I do think that we should 

keep under review all the measures that  we have in order to 

provide support.  We are providing around £20 billion of support 

for people in  - facing cost of living pressures and there is specific 

targeted support in a £9 million package that the Chancellor 

announced specifically to deal with energy and other costs. 

 

Ends  

 


