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AM: Sir Keir Starmer, the Leader of the Labour Party, is here with 
me. Good morning, Sir Keir. Now, you used to be head of the CPE, 
the Crown Prosecution Service. Do you think the prime minister 
broke the rules in that Christmas quiz? 
KS: Well, I do think that new allegation is very serious. And the 
reason it’s serious is because, of course, at the time the 
government was asking the public not to see loved ones, and 
many people didn’t see loved ones last Christmas at all. Many of 
them didn’t see their loved ones again. And that’s why this has 
created such fury. And you know, this is only the latest of the 
allegations and I remember it was only Wednesday that the prime 
minister stood up in parliament and said he was furious that he’d 
just found out that there may have been breaches of the rules in 
Downing Street. He was talking about the party on the 18th 
December. Now we learn this morning that three days earlier he 
was involved - he was leading a quiz in Downing Street, which if 
the reports are accurate involved groups of people - I think it was 
being said up to 24 people in one room, using their computer 
screens but actually involving themselves in a social event. And so 
he’d be doubly furious now he finds that he himself has been 
involved in something which may have breached the rules. 
 
AM: I come back to my CPS question, as it were. I think London 
was in Tier 2 at the time, which said that nobody could be 
meeting for non-work purpose more than, I think, two people in a 
room together.  
KS: Yes. 
AM: So, given that, was he breaking the law? 



2 
KEIR STARMER 

KS: Well, it looks as though he was. And he must have known 
those other groups were in other rooms in his own building. And, 
you know, this is very important because he’s damaged his 
authority. He’s now so weak, his party’s so divided, he can’t 
deliver the leadership that this country needs. And we’ve got a 
very important vote coming up next week and he can’t even 
discharge the basic functions of government. He’s the worst 
possible leader at the worst possible time. 
 
AM: And you just said that he broke the law in Downing Street. 
KS: Well, it appears - we have to look into it but it’s very hard to 
see how that’s compliant with the rules. 
 
AM: Given that, up to now you have not called for him to resign. 
Surely, given that, you must now think that he should resign? 
KS: Well, we need to look at the allegation - it’s only one of the 
allegations - and establish the facts. But it is very, very serious for 
the prime minister. 
 
AM: I’ll come back to that, should he resign or not? 
KS: If me calling for him to resign would lead to his resignation, 
that would be one thing, but I live in the real world where I know 
that the most significant issue here is the breach of trust. Because 
we’re about to have further measures that are necessary because 
of the variant, and at that very moment the trust in the prime 
minister is at an all-time low. 
 
AM: Well, let’s return to the real world and those measures. As I 
was discussing earlier on, they’re coming to the House of 
Commons, there is a big Conservative rebellion brewing on that. 
KS: Yes. 
AM: Now, you could join in that, because you have said yourself, 
as a party, that these measures are not going to work against 
Omicron. So given that the measures aren’t going to work, why 
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are you not trying to, as it were, force a vote of confidence in the 
prime minister? 
KS: Let me address that. I spoke to the government’s medical 
advisers on Monday, on Wednesday. I spoke to my own advisers 
yesterday, and I think the measures that are going to be 
introduced on Tuesday are necessary because of the great threat 
now that the new variant poses. And in those circumstances the 
Labour Party will show leadership. We will do what is in the public 
interest to protect the NHS and to protect the public. Now, of 
course I’ve had lots of people saying to me, well, of course, you 
know, you could take political advantage of the prime minister - 
AM: I’m sorry to jump in.. 
KS: We have always acted in the public interest throughout this 
pandemic. We will do that on Tuesday. We will show the 
leadership that the prime minister is not able to show, and one 
last thing on this, Andrew, if I may, because he has so damaged 
his authority that without Labour votes on Tuesday he is not even 
able to discharge the basic function of government, keeping the 
public safe.  
 
AM: So you’ve got leverage. How are you going to use that 
leverage? 
KS: Well, in the first instance we will vote in the public interest on 
Tuesday. But we have been saying for months that the booster 
programme needs to be boosted itself. We said that two months 
ago, it needed to be up to 500,000 a day. The government’s 
behind the curve again. There are other measures we’ve been 
calling for for a very long time. Sort out statutory sick pay. One of 
the big problems is people can’t afford to self-isolate, and a lot of 
the infection is running through - 
AM: Are you going to make the government change direction on 
that, for instance? 
KS: Well, I hope so, Andrew.  
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AM: You say you hope so, because up to now at every point you 
have voted with the government on this - in this long saga. You 
vote again and again - 
KS: We have voted in the public interest.  
AM: You’ve voted with the government.  
KS: Well, no, the position I’ve taken is this: we listen to the 
government scientists and our own scientists and we follow the 
science. And where it is absolutely clear that measures are 
necessary in the public interest we have and we will vote for 
them. And so it’s the opposite to party politics.                  
 
AM: You yourself have said that Boris Johnson is, and I quote, a 
threat to public health. Why don’t you take him on then? 
KS: Well, he is a threat to public health because, you know, we 
can argue all morning about what the rules should be, whether 
this measure is necessary or that measure is necessary. The 
critical question is will the public follow the rules? And they have 
been following the rules. But now that trust has broken and many 
people are now saying well, if the prime minister is going to allow 
breaking the rules, parties, quizzes going on in Downing Street 
when we’re being asked not to see our loved ones, well, why 
should I follow the rules? And so of course there’s a question what 
the conditions should be, but there’s also this basic question of 
trust, and that is broken with the prime minister, and that’s why 
he is unfit for office.  
 
AM: He’s unfit for office, he’s a threat to public health, but you’re 
keeping him in office. Just explain that. 
KS:  Andrew, if I could snap my fingers, call on him to resign and 
he’d resign, then of course that’d be the easiest thing for the 
leader of the opposition to do. The question I have to answer is 
well, what would we do differently? What would a Labour 
government do differently? And if you had a Labour government, 
we’d have a government that was based on honesty and integrity. 
We’d have a government that was ahead of the curve, not behind 
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the curve. And actually you’d have a government that had a 
culture of complying with standards in public office. There are 
seven standards in public office, the Nolan principles. We would 
abide by all of them. Boris Johnson can’t abide by any of them.  
 
AM: Given the arithmetic in the House of Commons right now, as I 
said, you have real leverage. You can persuade the government to 
do things they might not otherwise do. Can I ask you, in these 
circumstances, what you’re asking for from the government as the 
price of your support ? 
KS: Well, it won’t be the price of our support, Andrew, because 
I’m not supporting the government on Tuesday, I’m supporting 
the NHS and the public. And if you look at the science in relation 
to Omicron, the new variant, there is a real concern that we could 
be in a situation where the number of cases is doubling in as short 
a period as two days. Now, I understand people say, well that 
hasn’t led to higher hospitalisations and deaths yet, but the sheer 
volume of cases is very, very worrying, and that’s uppermost in 
my mind. So I’m not supporting the prime minister on Tuesday, 
I’m supporting our NHS and I’m supporting the public in relation 
to this pandemic.  
 
AM: And you’re supporting - in this vote you’re supporting vaccine 
passports, which is something that you yourself said was un-
British. 
KS: Yeah, I am concerned about the idea of vaccine passports. I’m 
not comfortable with it but I’m persuaded that it is necessary, 
particularly if it’s linked to the alternative of a negative test, which 
is what a lot of venues have been operating on a voluntary basis 
now for a very long time. I went to Arsenal football club yesterday 
to watch the match, as I always do, that system’s been in place on 
a voluntary basis, so we know that it works. But am I comfortable 
with these restrictions and measures? No, I wish we didn’t have to 
have them.  
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AM: Okay, what about mandatory vaccination, something that 
other countries have brought in, has been talked about here, 
would the Labour Party support that? 
KS: No, we don’t believe in mandatory vaccinations. There may be 
a case in relation to the NHS in April, as proposed. But that’s 
contingent on the government - the government would have to - 
AM: So if they brought in mandatory vaccinations you would stop 
that happening? 
KS: I don’t think we’d have mandatory vaccinations for the whole 
of the country, because there are so many people who for 
whatever reason can’t have a vaccination. I actually think there’s 
emerging evidence as to how well the double vaccination is coping 
with the new variant. That’s my concern, and that’s why I 
personally think that the negative test is as important if not more 
important there. 
 
AM: What about more restrictions on the unvaccinated?  
KS: Well, I think at the moment we need to persuade as many 
people to get vaccinated as possible. But so many people are 
saying to me, ‘I want to get my booster but I can’t get an 
appointment, I’ve been turned away.’ Which is why the single 
most important thing here is not an argument at the moment 
about those that are unvaccinated, it’s how quickly can we get the 
vast majority of people through the booster. Because everybody 
I’ve spoken to, all the scientists, seem to be saying to me that the 
double vaccination on its own is not enough to halt this variant, 
the booster looks as though it is. Which is why two months ago 
we asked for this to be ramped up. And the government says, 
well, this is a new variant - true, it is a new variant, but the new 
variant is always the known unknown, and yet again the 
government has failed to plan. It’s not serious in its response to 
these very serious issues. 
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AM: And yet again some people are saying you’ve got the Labour 
Party voting with them. We’ve discussed that, but can I ask you, 
given this - sorry.. 
KS: Are you seriously putting to me that on Tuesday, for political 
party advantage I should vote against public health measures 
which will protect .. 
AM: I must ask… 
KS: That is not.. a Labour government.. 
AM: I know, but your party has said these measures won’t work, 
and yet you’re going to vote them through. 
KS: I’m saying they’re necessary. They’re necessary. And I hope 
that they create enough space, enough time, if you like, for the 
booster to be administered to as many people as possible. That 
will only happen if there’s a serious plan to ramp that up, which is 
what we’ve been calling on the government to put in place. 
 
AM: This started with parties in Number 10; can you give me and 
everybody watching an absolute pledge that there were no Labour 
Party Christmas parties last year? 
KS: I can. And I’m sure that evidence would have emerged if 
there had been. We were following the rules, as the vast majority 
of the public were following the rules, because it was very 
important to do so. And the prime minister pretends that he’s only 
just found out that there was a party in his own building last year. 
I don’t believe that for a minute, and I don’t think the public do. 
 
AM: Alright, Keir Starmer, thanks very much indeed for coming in 
to talk to us. 
(ends) 
 


