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AM: Sir Keir Starmer, Leader of the Labour Party, has accused the 
Prime Minister of breaking the law in that video quiz that the 
Mirror got on its front page today. Do you think the police should 
investigate? 
A: Well I think Keir Starmer needs to make his mind up. One 
minute he says he doesn’t want to play politics, the next minute 
he’s I think being political and wrong on this. If  you look at that 
picture that the Mirror has led with today –  
AM: Which we can. 
A: Put it up. What do we see? We see a Prime Minister in his office 
with two of his staff next to him. There’s no drinks, taking ten to 
fifteen minutes, according to the Mirror of his time to thanks his 
team by the way who couldn’t work from home, had to be in 10 
Downing Street because they’re dealing with the national crisis of 
a pandemic. I think in many ways the hype over the past two 
weeks around parties will quite rightly be investigated by the 
Cabinet Secretary. 
 
AM: You really think it’s hype? 
A: Well, my email box is full of people thinking that parties with 
guests and all sorts of things happening. Actually they can now 
make their mind up when they see this picture of a Prime Minister 
on a virtual screen, on  a Zoom thanking his team who are in the 
building because they have to respond to a national emergency, 
then they can make their mind up. By the way, just to say on this 
I’m taking anything away from this. The Prime Minister has said 
that the Cabinet Secretary will investigate all events, alleged 
events, including in other departments and will report back. 
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AM: Well let’s just stick with this event because London was in tier 
2 at the time and the law itself, which I’ve got here says: “No 
person may participate in a gathering in a tier 2 area, Number 10, 
which consists of two or more people and takes place indoors. 
Exception for is the gathering is reasonably necessary for work 
purposes.”  Now clearly that wasn’t party hats, Santa hats, tinsel 
and that’s three people in a room. We don’t even know, we can’t 
see the groups of six people on the other sides of the screens 
around Downing Street. How is the law not broken there? 
A: Well I just said, these are people who work  together. There is 
no drink –  
AM: You don’t need a quiz for work. 
A: Hold on a second. There’s no drink here. I don’t think there’s a 
rule against recognising Christmas with tinsel or a hat. Ten to 15 
minutes to thank his team that are working all hours on a virtual 
screen in a pub quiz, I think people can make their own mind up 
on that. But listen I obviously want to talk about –  
 
AM: Let’s remind ourselves of one person’s verdict. “I can 
understand  how infuriating it must be to think that the people 
 who have been setting the rules have not been following the 
rules, because I was also furious.” Do you know who said that?  
A: Yes of course and I know what you’re going to say next. Listen 
I hope we do get to Omicron, we’ve only got a limited time 
together. 
 
AM: So that was the Prime Minister. 
A: I hear you which is why he’s asked the Cabinet Secretary to 
investigate all allegations of any gatherings in Number 10 
Downing Street or any other department. There was one in my 
department which we looked at and the Permanent Secretary 
apologised for. When I looked at the details where people again 
who had to work from the office. 
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AM: Up and down the country people had to work very hard and 
they weren’t allowed to have parties. Lots of people died, lots of 
people weren’t allowed to see their loved ones at the time, that is 
why there is a problem. I ask you again about the party that 
started all of this, the party on December 18th. Do you now accept 
– you’ve seen people laughing about it – do you now accept that 
there was a party? 
A: Well I think it’s unfair Andrew? 
AM: What the question? 
A: No, Alegra who resigned over this, she resigned because she 
felt that the frivolity and the laughter  -  the Cabinet Secretary’s 
looking at all allegations. I think it’s only fair and right because 
these are the values that we adhere to in this country and I know 
that you  hold high, that we should wait for that investigation and 
then I’ll happily be back on your programme and discuss it. 
 
AM: I fear there won’t be a programme to come back on, but 
nonetheless.  
A: We’ve got limited time together but I think there’s an important 
issue around Omicron that I hope we can get to discuss because 
this will be a national endeavour to try and make sure we bring 
the equilibrium back and control Omicron which at the moment is 
proving challenging. 
 
AM: Let’s just clear this up, very quickly and simply because we 
are short of time. Was there a party? 
A: As I said, the Cabinet Secretary will investigate any allegations 
of gatherings or any other  party or anything else. 
 
AM: On Tuesday the government said there wasn’t a party. Now 
we can see everything slipping, people are beginning to accept 
that there was a party. 
A: Look, the right thing to do is to allow the Cabinet Secretary to 
do this and do it swiftly and report back. That is the right thing to 
do, but from  - the Mirror’s been doing the running on this. From 
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this picture is a Prime Minister on a virtual screen, on a Zoom or 
Teams Call taking ten to fifteen minutes of his time out to thank 
his team who’d been working all hours and can’t work from home. 
They have to be in Number 10 working together.  
 
AM: If he mislead the House of Commons on all of this should he 
resign? 
A: Well I think the right thing to do, Andrew, is to wait for the 
Cabinet Secretary’s investigation. This is all speculation now. I 
think, look we can keep going with this interview on this or we can 
talk about something truly important to the nation. 
AM: We will get there. 
A: Which is a variant that is – if you allow me just to finish this, a 
variant that is currently on an exponential growth curve. You will 
understand what exponential growth means, by the end of this 
month we have a million infections, within 3 days it becomes 2 
million, three days after that it becomes four million. Now even if 
it’s half as severe as Delta, so one percent of people might be 
hospitalised for a period of time and we are now seeing people in 
hospital with Omicron, that first million is ten thousand, like two 
million is 20 thousand so on.  Hence why we’re taking these I 
think proportionate measures that will go before the House next 
week and we hope will be voted on and cleared. And it’s good to 
see at least on this issue Keir Starmer doesn’t want to play politics 
and I hope he continues on that path and supports the 
government because the important thing is to boost the nation. 
This will be a national endeavour. I led the first booster campaign. 
We’re going to do it again. The whole team is now primed and 
ready to go to make sure that we boost  as many adults as we can 
as fast as possible. It is a race against Omicron Andrew. 
 
AM: One last question before we get on to Omicron. Christopher 
Geidt, the man charged with looking into the Downing Street 
refurbishment row was not shown the crucial WhatsApp messages 
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between the Prime Minister and a Conservative donor. Can you 
explain to people watching why not? 
A: Well I think I can say a couple of things on that. One, that Lord 
Geidt investigated and found that the Prime Minister didn’t breach 
any of the Ministerial Rules.   Some people say, but he should 
have declared in parliament. Actually Number 10 and the 
apartment in there is for the Prime Minister.  
AM: Another investigation. 
A: Let me finish on this point. The Electoral Commission actually 
looked at all of this and actually didn’t think there was anything 
wrong with the blind trust that was going to be set up that didn’t 
get set up. The Prime Minister ultimately paid for this, unlike and I 
hope – you didn’t ask Keir this but half a million pounds of 
refurbishment happened under Labour which the tax payer picked 
up. This was paid by the Prime Minister, not the tax payer. So I 
think again it’s important to get the facts out on this.  
 
AM: Okay, well let’s turn - you were talking about covid and 
Omicron, let’s turn to that. Now, you were talking about the fast 
rate of infection moving around the country at the moment. But so 
far nobody has died from Omicron. Given that, are you really sure 
that these regulations you’re putting before the House of 
Commons, and which so far 66 of your colleagues are going to 
vote against, are you really sure they’re proportional? 
A: Yes, I am. And let me tell you why. One third of infections now 
in London are Omicron. We know that Omicron is much more 
infectious than Delta. We’ve seen this movie before with Kent, 
then Delta, and now with Omicron. So the doubling rate - let me 
just get this - 
AM: Sorry, this movie with a version that doesn’t appear to kill 
people. 
A: Let me just get this, right. You just heard earlier from Susan 
Hopkins that actually there’s a lag of three to four weeks before 
you see deaths coming through. We’re beginning to see people in 
hospital with it here in the UK, and of course in South Africa. Now, 
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let’s just do a mathematical exercise. If we get to a million 
infections by the end of December, three days later that’s two 
million. If one per cent is half as severe - if it’s half as severe as 
Delta and one per cent have severe infection and hospitalisation, 
that’s 10,000 people in the first million and it keeps going that 
way. 100,000 beds in the NHS, right. We need to make sure that 
we control this virus through the booster jab. And we know 
another thing about it, that actually two doses are not enough, 
you need that booster. So we are going to have a national 
endeavour to boost as many people as rapidly as possible, 
because we are in a race against Omicron. Why? I still think we 
are transitional with this virus, from pandemic to endemic. Well, 
this is a big bump in the road and we’ve got to deal with it. This is 
proportionate. 
 
AM: Do you think this is a milder version? 
A: So even if it is a milder version, which looks likely from South 
Africa - 
AM: Do you think it is or not? 
A: Well, the data on South Africa looks like it’s less severe. And 
actually T-cells and antibodies seem to be holding it from severe 
infection. But a small percentage of a very large population will 
put many people in hospital. So we’re acting proportionately, right, 
and early. We’ll review it on the 5th January. These are temporary 
measures that we’re introducing. They have a sunset clause on 
them. People talk about vaccine passports, this is not a vaccine 
passport. These are high risk events and we’re asking people 
either take a free lateral flow test or to be vaccinated to attend. 
So we need to get this - it’s slightly run away with us for the last 
few days around vaccine passports. I think that’s wrong, and I 
hope, I’m sure .. 
AM: Okay, we can then agree it’s a limited form of vaccine 
passport. But nonetheless, mask wearing, an instruction to work 
at home if you can, vaccine pass- this kind of vaccine passport, 
these are all measures that are going to the House of Commons 
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this week. They’re measures that have been used in Scotland all 
the way through, and they have completely failed to even halt 
Omicron in Scotland. It’s rising just as fast. So why are these 
going to work in England? 
A: Well,… for one. But most important is the booster campaign. So 
we are going to be turbo-charging the booster campaign. And the 
team is back, Henry Lawson is back heading it. We’re all - I have 
volunteered to make sure that I do everything in my power to 
explain it, and it’s quite simple to get your booster when you’re 
eligible. On Monday we’re working for the 30-year olds. Two, the 
work from home, the scientists tell us, is the most effective way to 
keep people apart. The third thing, it’s only high risk events that 
we’re asking either a lateral flow test or a vaccine certificate. That 
is, I think, proportionate as we see where we hopefully arrive at 
with the booster, because the boosters are to protect the most 
vulnerable. That’s what you want to do, you’ve got to protect the 
most vulnerable quickly to keep them, obviously, safe and out of 
hospital. 
 
AM: Let’s talk specifically about the booster rollout so far. Because 
only 18 per cent of 40 to 50 year olds have had a third jab so far. 
So you know, you’re moving it down to the 30s, but actually that 
crucial group, you’re way, way behind. You’re doing on average, I 
think, 396,000 boosters a day. The target is 500,000, half a 
million. But you need to double that, don’t you, to hit the target, 
to get ahead of Omicron. So you need a massive, massive ramp 
up for the booster programme don’t you? 
A: You’re absolutely right, and we are focused on that. We’ve 
been working literally - all of last week, last week there’s been this 
sort of, you know, debate around gatherings. We have - the prime 
minister has - been working on the plan, how we’re going to 
mobilise again, bring everybody back together across the NHS and 
the primary care network, GPs, community pharmacies, our 
brilliant military, volunteers. We’re asking people to come forward 
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and volunteer through the national volunteering service. We’ve 
seen some amazingly - 
AM: Are you worried that not enough people are coming forward? 
It’s not just producing them, you’re not getting enough people 
coming forward to take them? 
A: So a couple of things. One, lots of people coming forward. You 
saw some queues yesterday at walk-in centres, and I have to say 
people have on the whole been behaving well. We’ve had a couple 
of incidents in the East Midlands, one incident specifically where 
someone was very aggressive, and that should not happen to 
anybody who’s administering a life saving vaccine. But we’ve seen 
some amazing examples. A school in East London vaccinating 
students and teachers and parents who’ve never had a vaccine. 
The Hope Park in Plymouth spent till 2am vaccinating. We have 
got more to do in London, Birmingham, Manchester and the cities 
.. 
AM: You’re getting enthusiastic. And that’s about your old job. Let 
me ask you about your current job. How many schools are closing 
or partially closed because of covid at the moment? 
A: So 99 per cent of schools are open. They’re being supported. 
We stood up a fund to support schools if they need teachers, 
additional workers if their teachers are off with covid. So again, I 
want to thank teachers, head teachers and support staff in 
schools, to keep schools open and make sure that things like 
nativities happen, so children you get that vital support and 
education that they need.  
 
AM: Can you guarantee that schools will not close as part of any 
measures facing this new wave going forward? 
A: I will, we will, do everything in our power to protect education 
as we deal with Omicron. All the data suggest that the best way - 
the Children’s Commission’s half a million interviews with students 
demonstrate that the mental anguish, the health aspects of this - 
AM: Can I just ask you one thing because we’re running out of 
time? Some of your colleagues suggest that you could change the 
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law to ensure that schools are seen as part of the vital 
infrastructure of this country and therefore cannot be closed.  
A: I will do everything in my power to - 
AM: Including laws? 
A: Well, at the moment I think the right thing to do is to boost the 
most vulnerable, the people who will be most impacted by 
Omicron. But the protection of schools is a priority for this 
government.  
 
AM: One last very quick question: can you guarantee that in 
January schools will be open everywhere? 
A: We are absolutely working to make sure that all schools are 
open, that they’re protected - 
AM: But not a guarantee. 
A: Well, I will do everything in my power. We are still learning 
about this variant. We know that a booster works. Get boosted, 
protect yourself, protect your community and let’s get through this 
and transition this from pandemic to endemic as quickly as we 
can. 
 
AM: Nadhim Zahawi, thanks very much for coming in and talking 
to us. 
(ends) 
 


