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AM: I’m back again, delighted. We used to have sofa chats on this 
programme. We’ve got one again at last. We’ve got Keir Starmer 
and Brian Cox together. And Brian, one of the bits of your book 
that I didn’t mention earlier on is when you do a chapter on 
politics. And you say you were always a great Labour supporter. 
You spoke at the late John Smith’s funeral. And a friend of Gordon 
Brown in the old days, and you moved to the SNP. First of all, just 
tell us briefly why. 
BC: You haven’t got enough time. It’s a long story, and it comes 
really down to what I thought was a failure of social democracy, 
particularly around about 2012,210, also the Iraq war. That 
affected me. Blair’s hubris affected me. And I saw the party going 
in a certain direction and I was really very concerned, because I 
am a socialist, I’m riven, I’m very riven about the party and I’m 
very - I mean, I totally agree with Keir on so many things, but my 
country was traduced for long enough, time and time again. We 
voted 62 per cent to stay in Europe and we were ignored. You 
know, and, you know, the thing about the Thatcher years, we 
were ignored. So Scotland has always been sidelined.  
 
AM: That was a good, pithy reply, Brian. Keir, is there anything 
you can say to Brian to win him back, do you think? 
KS: Well, I hope so, because it is certainly true that we have to do 
a lot of hard work in Scotland. I think what Brian has said is really 
the most important thing, which is actually respect on listening to 
Scotland has to be an essential part of this, not an afterthought, 
not a secondary consideration. But I think - I actually do think 
there’s a lot that we would agree on, and that is a good basis for 
building the future. But you know, have we got a lot of work to 
do? Yes, we have. 
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AM: And the truth is you can’t get to Number 10 without Scotland. 
You need Scottish seats. Is there any kind of new arrangement 
you can make with the SNP, any kind of conversation that would 
help you get back via Scotland to Number 10? 
KS: No, Andrew. As I think I’ve said to you before, there’s no basis 
for a deal before we go into an election or coming out an election. 
 
AM: So there’s nothing you can do to persuade them? I’m looking 
at Logan Roy, who was a deeply unimpressed - put a smile back 
on your face. So what’s your response to that? 
BC: Well, it’s a hard question, it really is. It’s a painful question. 
You know, I’ve been caught - I look at what happened in the 
north during the last election, I was devastated by that because 
I’m a socialist. Principally I’m a socialist. But also I have to put my 
country first because I have looked at what’s happened to my 
country and I’ve discussed it many a time. And the penny only 
dropped later. I didn’t - because I was young, I was ambitious, I 
was thinking about other things, I wasn’t thinking about politics. 
And of course I was the voice of Labour in 1997. I did all the ads. 
And I gave myself to it, but at the end of the day Scotland is 
primary for me. 
 
AM: A lot more work to be done.  
KS: A lot more discussion. 
AM: A lot more discussion. We’re out of time. Thanks both very 
much indeed. That’s all from me and thank you to all my guests 
today, and of course to you, as ever, for watching. 
(ends) 
 


